Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






/ 




AN 



ACCOUNT 



I 
i 
OF THI 



GOLD COAST 



ov 



AFRICA: 



WITH ▲ 



BRIEF HISTORY 



OP yHB 

AFRICAN CO MP! A NY. 



♦v' • i ^ *■' .- 



>/ 



BY 

HENRY MEREDITH, Esa. 

VSMBBR OF THB COUNCIL, AH O OOTBRNOB OF WIirNBBAH FORT* 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR LONOMAN^ HURST, RESS» ORMB, 
AND BROWN, PATERNOSTER ROW. 

1812. 



X" 



Hh ^«vv- r- jEJjwh^tIo 



J^^^ 



:^ 



2610V 1929 



4. •• BAlUli^EI^SEinniE-STMST, MtNOOUt 



\ 



CONTENTS. 



Introduction. 



1. 



CHAPTER I. 



Situation and Extent of the Gold-coast, — Climate. — Soil. 
^^Seasons. — Winds.— -Appearances of the Country. — 
Disposition and Character of the Natives. — Animals. 
' — Vegetable and general Productions. — Government 
-and Laws \ 

CHAPTER IL 

» 

Customs. — Polygamy.' — Religion," — Fetish. — Generaf 
Observations. — Portuguese. — Salubrity. — Necessary 
Cautions for the Preservation of Health. — Fumiga- 
tions.— filtration of Water , 29 

CHAPTER IIL. 

Apolhmia; Lake, Village erected in it. Customs, 

Manners, and Dispositions of the Apollonians. 

History.' — Ajpin^. — Ancohra River. — Hollandia. — 

Dix-cove. — Boutry. Taccorary. — Succondee. 

Ahantah Country. Chamah. Commenda. 

Ehmna, . » • , 52 

CHAPTER IV. 

Cape-Coast.— The Castle.~The Town.— Slave-Trade.^ — 
Abuses. — Fantee Country. — Lmws, Customs^ S^c. — 
lmprovemmts.'^Garri$Qn of Cape-Coast. — Moures. . . 93 



CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER V. 

Annamahoe. Origin and History of the Ashantee 

War. — Fantees. — Akipis, *.*•..«.••...•....••..• 129 - 

I 

CHAPTER VI. 

Cormantine, — Tantumquerry, — Apam,-^-Winnehah, — 

Berraeoe. — Accra; ^Pram Pram. — Ningo, — Rio 

Volta. — Addah. — Quita. — Conclusion. 16U 

ADDITIONAL PAPERS. 

Farther Particulars respecting Accra 216 

Asfutntee Campaign • • 229 

Diseases among the Natives. . . • % • 293 

A short History of the African Company 246 



/ 



ERRATA, 

Page 34. Note. JFor Dahoney read Dahomy. 

37. Lin€s 16, 17. Tor method of changing their dresses, reaA 

practice of wearing dresses. 
62. Line 14, A%hania (and whererer it oceon^, or AjUumitt or 

Asftantah, ^ould in each place be spelt Ahanta. 
$7. 26. ForCannaDtyiier«orfC!ormantiiie. 

9g, _ 31 , For pynius rearf pyms. 
120. Reference to note should be placed after practice, line 12, 

instead of after cadlcy line 21. 
217. Line 12. For Papo read Popo. 

330. 4 18. For Prom Nmg6 redd^ Ndar lAftle' Ningo. 

. — 21. For From read Near. 

221. Note, and wherever elseit oocors. Bor Crabbo read Crobo. The 

same remark is applicable to the Map; where fiar 
Crabbo-hill should be read Crobo. 
336. Line 17. For lepra gageorom read lepra Grsecorum. 
240. -: — 11. Inverted commas emitted at the'begimiiiig. 



INTRODUCTION. 



Wtnnebah Fart, Nw. lit, 1811. 

TO THE 

MEMBERS OF THE AFRICAN INSTITUTION. 



X HE iDtention of the following lines is, to en- 
deavour to introduce into public favour, a part of 
the Globe, which has for many years been consi- 
dered undeserving of our attention, if we exclude 
the accommodation it aflbrded, of supplying our 
West-India colonies with slaves, and the N^oqi 
with a portion of gold and ivory, collected along 
its coast. From observations and enquiries, 
made during a residence of some years, on the 
€rold-coast, and from various notes, the following 
description has been compiled ; and I trust 
that, as it is the onlv description that has been 



11 INTRODUCTION. 

drawn of this part of Africa, since the days of 
Bosman, it wflt meet with public appix>bation. 

Although, at present, the Gold-coast is almost 
neglected by the British merchants, yet I hope it 
will not continue long in this state: I trust 
sQme favourable change \\^ill take place under 
the auspices of the African Institution, and the 
Legislature, to increase the trade, and to attract 
the ^t^ee^ion of tl)e puUyic at large t« it* 

Various, no doubt, are the opinions of those 
concerned in the commercial interest of the 
Nation respecting this country, and the change9 
which iiis^ ensue in t)te Wesyt Indies, in conse- 
quence of the abolition qf the slave-trade^. It 
may be svyppo^i^d, prabs^ily, Ish^t those luxuries^ 
whu^ we were a^i^a^bojok^ to import very larger 
ly froifi iki^cfmf$sjj will be gi^4us|[Uy reduced 

i^ummf^ matf^ »ff<W<l a^ smpl^ use «f theyft. 

Qfgtiof OR term» diwdawnta^eoiu to the Nation* 
ijyiyasi tii« slaT«ftradft is vcatDfed; and oilxm, 
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who place much con$dence in their confm^cial 
^nowledge^ and profess a larg^e portion of politi- 
cal sagacity, may affirm, that there is no alterna- 
tive, but either to open the channel for supplying 
the plantations with slaves^ or colonize part of 
Africa, otherwise we are likely to depend on our 
neighbours for a supply of sugar and rum, or 
dispense with the use of them altogether. 

Let these opinions turn out as they may, th^re 
is very little doubt, that if sugar can be procured 
as cheap, and as palatable, through the '^ exer*- 
tions and alacrity of a consciousness of freedom/' 

as through the ** gloomy^ sullen indolence atten- 

< ■ 

dant on a consciousness of slavery/^ it will be 
more agreeable to the nation^ and rdiished with 
more satisftu^tion. 

Those who are acquainted with Ike soil and 
climate of the Gold-coast, «id who have an equal 
knowledge of the West-Indies, will, dodbtlesti 
readUy agree in this opinion, ibsA the GokUcMst 
hs^the advantage of the West-India idiands, not 
Quly in soil and dimato, but likewise m sewonsk 
The soil of tha» part of Africa is more unifora^ 
and partc^^ of a more dayey natttre; ib i»nat 

B2 
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SO inteimixed with stone, and not so liable to be 
impoverished by gravelly and s^dy particles, 
washed from the hills in the wet season: it 
partakes likewise of a greater variety of soil, 
than a country so ihtersected with high land as 
the West-India islands are. The climate of the 
Gold-coast will be found as temperate and salu- 
brious as the West Indies ; and if it were culti- 
vated, it would probably surpass the West Indies 
in point of salubrity. The seatons here are as 
regular, and as congenial to cultivation, as they 
are in the West Indies ; there is as, much mois- 
ture throughout the year ; the sea and land breezes 
are as regular ; and it can boast of one most de- 
cided advantage, — it is not infested with those 
tremendous storms called Hurricanes, which 
sometimes destroy the prosperity, and check the 
industry of the planter : it is true we liave toma* 
does, but they are mild breezes in comparison to 
a West-India hurricane. If iJiings be enquired 
into minutely, we shall find, that the hopes of a 
planter are very often frustrated, and his expecta- 
tions disappointed, in the produce of his estate, 
from irregularitiea of seasons in the West. 



INT&ODUCTIOK. t 

If, therefore, the Gold-coart of Africa be en-' 
titled to be classed with the West-Indies in all 
those qualities, there remains no longer a doubt 
of its producing every article that will grow 
there; and as land and labour can be purchased 
at a lower rate, it would be strange indeed, if 
sugar, rum, coffee, cotton, indigo, &c. &c. could 
not be produced from it on terms as advantage- 
ous as from the West. In forming these compa- 
risons, and making these remarks, the writer is 
not actuated by prejudice, nor is he governed by 
interested or partial motives : his wish is to en- 
deavour to extend the commercial interest and 
prosperity of the Empire, by exposing to view a 
part of Africa, which has been ever enveloped in 
much obscurity. 

It is, however, well known, that the Gold-coast, 
as well as other parts of the coast of Guinea, has 
been the source of much wealth ; that it has g^ven 
emplojrment to many classes of our countrymen j 
and that it has contributed to support the great 
bulwark and glory of the Nation! Whether it 
be stall capable of an extensive and pn^table 
trade ; of renewing the speculative spirit of the 
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HMrdtaat ; ff Mopfejring ammbers of our trades- 
men and artisaofs;'of enticbg tbe maimfaGtiirw 
to joaw designs and improFenou^atey undar circnm- 
stanees more pleasing to the mind and more ho* 
nour^ble to himian nature, than k; has yet done ; 
^fu:e problems wlueh admit of ^sy solutions. 

The Gold-coast, as w^ as all tropical Africa, 
is caipable oi affording incalculdble advantages, 
M the inhabitaots can be excited to indu^y. It 
is enridied beyond the credibility of those unac* 
^pninted with it. Its hills are stored with various 
Mbetalf and minemls, and its valleys are blessed 
isMsL a fortifity, scarcely to be exoeeded by any 
«o«Atvy under the same latitade. 

In tios examination of die Gokt^coast^ the cfaa* 
racters and dispositions of the natives will be de- 
scribed with tokarable accuracy ; their principal 
enstooas art nslated^ and an historical sketch of 
tfae^ principal states is subjoined. I have dwelt 
partieidwiy en the Fantee country, as it forms:4e 
most interesting part €»f the firold-oMst, in conse- 
quence of the dianges it has lately undergone. 
The Ashiinlee vm has beita treated with atten** 
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tioaf wUeh wiil lead &ie reader to an aeqaaiBtaiice 
Dvkh that waiiike aad trading yeoph. Abuses 
commitked by tibie natives against the service^ and 
against trade, are touched upon, with a view that 
the Committee for managing the Biitish concerns 

4 

in this country, may be aided by Government to 
apply a rem^y. A short history of the Royal 
African "Company , and the trade to this country, 
is anneK^d ; wMch I expect will be gratifying to 
my readers. Upon Ike whole, much care has 
been taken to render this work as complete and 
as acceptable as possible to the publick ; but par- 
ticularly to those who are interested in the im* 
provement and trade of the eo^try; 

It is by no means my intention to obtrade Aijr- 
seif as Itn aothoi^ : the following worik has, dotibt« 
less, many faults, and will by no means statid the 
test of criticism; I have only endeavoured to 
desetibe what has sthitk me dttriAg many yeaM 
residence in the country. Many others might 
hfiW5e performed this mudi better, ^ad ftey been 
pleas^ to have attempted it. If I hatfe criped, it 
i* ftofr t*«fiil Jy ; Hie f Aults are all my tiwii J aftd if 
my book iffi^rd any information o^ aiAuseiheht, 
I claim the merit of it. 
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Captain Scobell^ of His Majesty's ship Thais^ 
was kind /enoogh to give my manuscript a pas^ 
sage, and send it to a friend in London, to get it 
published. 

I have the honour to be, . 

nvith much respect. 

Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Henry BIsbjsdith, 

Member of the Council, omd Governor 
of Winnebah Fori. 



\* Mr. Meredith's MS. being written 
very pale ink, many parts of it required writing 
over agam^ to make it intelligible to the printer. 
The gentleman to whom it was sent, has done this 
to the best of his ibility, and believes he has 
preserve^ the s^nse, and gwera}ly^ the words of 
the author* 

Having resided on the coas;t of Africa himself 
for fourteen years, he has taken the liberty p add 
a very few observations in the form of qotes, but 
not in any way to alter ihe original wcorkt 
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CHAPTER I. 

SITUATION ANB EXTENT OF THE GOLD-COAST. 

—CLIMATE. — SOIL. — SEASONS.— WINDS. • 

APPEAKANCES OP THE COUNTRY. — DISPO- 
SITION AND CHARACTER OF THE NATIVES. 

^ANlMALS.-^-VEGETABLE AND GENERAL 

PRODUCTIONS. — GOVERNMENT AND LAWS. 

X HAT part of the coast of Guinea, known by 
the name of the Gold^oast, commences about 
twenty leagues westward of Cape Apollonia, 
and terminates at Accra. According to the most 
modem charts, it lies between four degrees and 
forty minutes, and five degrees and forty minutes 
of North latitude, and from the meridian, to about 
three degrees of West longitude : the whole ex- 
tent of it may be computed at about two hundred 
and sixty miles. 



Climate. 
From the proximity of the Gold-coast to the 
Equinoctial^ we might suppose that its climate is 
hotter than the parts of Africa situated nearer 
the Tropics ; but this is not the case. It will be 
found, that on the Equator, and about five or six 
degrees bn either side of it, ' are the tfiost tempe- 
rate parts of Tropical Africa. The Sun has less 
power there, than in more northerly or southerly 
situations, because he is more i»bscured through- 
out the year. In the month of December, when 
the Sun is at his greatest distance from the Tropic 
of Cancer, the heat at Senegal was found to be 
ninety-three degrees, and at Sierra-Leone ninety- - 
eight degrees in the shade, measured by Fahren- 
heit's thermometer; and Senegal is laid down in 
about sixteen degrees, and Sierra-Leone is about 
eight degrees of North latitude. At Cape-Coast 
Castle, which is situated in about five degrees of 
North latitude, the thermometer has been known, 
at one period, as high as ninety-three degrees ; 
but the usual degrees of heat, observed in the 
hottest months, were from eighty-five to ninety 
degrees, and Cape-Ooast Castle is considered the 
hottest situation on the Gold-coast. At Tantqm- 
querry, Wiimebah, and Accra, countries ^tuated 
eastward of Cape-Coast, the heat has been very 
seldom known to exceed eighty-seven degrecif # 
and the quicksilver in Fahrenheit's thennomete^ir 
has been observed as low as seventy «-foiir degfe^^ 



at Wmnebah^ in June, July^ An^t, and the 
greater part of September ; and not higher than 
se^enty-^gfat degrees. Hence the latitade of a 
|i)ace is by no means a true criterion to go by, as 
to the heat of its climate* Experience informs 
ns^ that the cKmates of Tropical comitries vary , in 
proportion to their natural qualities, and to the 
extent cultivation is carried on. 'Open countries 
of a good soil have a milder climate, than coun- 
tries which abound with forests and thick under- 
woods.^ High lands likewise contribute to a 
temperature of air; whereas, low countries, a 
light s^dy soil, and little wood, add to their nsu- 
tural heat, as they afford but little evaporation, 
and the atmospheric air is therefore but seldom 
condensed so powerfully, as to produce heavy 
dews, to cool the surface of the earth ; and it is 
only in the wet season that the inhabitants are re- 
lieved from a dry scorching air. To such or 
similar causes, may be ascribed the excessive heat 
of those sandy and almost barren regions, situ^-^ 
ed in the northern parts of Africa. 

. Soil. 

There is a variety of soil to be observed along 
the coast, from a light sandy and gravelly kind, 
to a fine black mould and loamy clay : as we ad- 
vaacft a little into the gantry, the soil assumes a 
mere miiftnrm, and m general % more iKvoorabls 
appearance \ and if we continiiB to advance^ it 



4 
vnil he found rich in the extreme, and in general 
fit for every purpose. About the distance of six 
or eight mfles^lrom the sea, tKe sop partakes of 
such happy variety, that it is capable of every 
sort of cultivation. It is very remarkable, that 
Tropical Africa, on an examination, vtriU be found 
to possess the richest soil on the whole continent. 
The northern parts of it by no means enjoy ex* 
uberant fertility ; for, excepting on the banks of 
the Nile, Egypt is almost destitute of cultivation; 
and if we were to pass from Tripoli to Morocco, 
we should find the soil of that extensive country 
as poor as it is in Egypt, and, very probably, not 
capable of such fertility. The Southern parts of 
Afirica, particularly about the Cape of Good 
Hope, we are informed, consist of bleak and bar- 
ren mountains of granite ; and that llie impedi-^ 
ments towards cultivation were so great, that no- 
thing but cool Dutch perseverance could have 
overcome the difficulties which appeared in the 
nature of the soil. From this prospect of the ex- 
tremities of Afirica, a person unacquainted with 
the Tropical parts of it, would hesitate not in pro- 
nouncing it a sterile, sandy desert, unfit for the 
habitation of man. 

r 

Seasons. 

The seasons on the Gold-coast, may be consi- 
dered similar to tbe seasons of every Tropical 
country^ and may be divided into wet and dry. 



5 

It hoxvever has the advantage of two wet sea^ 
sons in the year : one commences at the end of 
May/ or early in June; the other at the end of 
October, or early in November : indeed, the last 
do€3 . not deserve the name of a wet season, in 
coinparisan.to the very heavy rains which fall in 
the former. The first rains set in with a violence 
unknown in temperate latitudes, and continue 
without intermission, for two or more days. In 
the year 1801, rain fell for eight days with very 
little remission of its violence. The quantity of 
water that falls during the season, is inconceivably 
great : low lands are inundated, and rapid streams 
are formed )vith amazing celerity. After this 
deluge, the atmosphere brightens, and strong 
breezes commonly follow, and we do not expect 
any heavy rains to succeed. Some showers fall 
at the changes of the moon, which produce as 
much rain as would be known in England in a 
whol^ day. About the end of July, the rains are 
considered to be at an end ; and shortly after, the 
foggy season commences ; a season, if it may be 
so called, that is perfectly unhealthy, and the only 
unhealthy time of the year that is known on the 
coast. It is, however, necessary to remark, that, 
during the rains, much depends on situation ; for 
in low, swampy, and woody places, the exhala- 
tions from the earth, when the Sun appears with 
his full power, are not quickly dissipated, and b^d 
air will be {generated. The strong breezes that 
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cmnmcMnily blow during tbe rains^ with a cloudy 
sky, which obstriKrts the Sun's rays, enables the 
inhabitants of this country to breathe tolerabfy 
pure air, in open and elevated situations, and pre- 
pares them to encounter an approaching season, 
highly pernicious to the animal functions* When 
this season of fogg^ vapour commences, (and 
whidh continues for two or three weeks,) it is a 
sure indication that the rains are over : durmg its 
continuance, the atmosphere is thick and heavy, 
or (to speak more correctly, perhaps), the air is 
light, so much so, that tlie clouds descend very 
low, the sea-breezes do not blow with their ac- 
customed violence, and the land-win^s are almost 
iiKperceptible. Asthmatic persons, and those 
whose lungs are at all diseased, feel the effects of 
this season considerably ^. About the month of 
October, ano&^ rainy season prevails, but by no 
means so violent as the first rains* They do not 
prevail in that continued manner, and are not suc- 
ceeded by mists or foggy weather. The dry 
season is considered to s^in in November, and 
to continae for the remainder ai the year; a 
diffiinge however interveoes, which has a greater 
connexion with wmds, than seasons ; and will foe 
considei^ed under that head. 



"* Tke foggy season is oen»id€re4 over about tbe 10th of 

AilgliSt, 
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Wimk. 

The winds on the Gold-coast are as r^uhu'^ 

. aad as^ m^d, as m any part of the globe ; the 

lao^windsy which blow from the North and 

N. N. W., and the sea-breeze, wluch blows from 

the S. W. and W. S. W., prevail, with very little 

interruption, throughout the year. The sea-breeste 

commeiK^es about nin^ or ten in the forenoon, and 

declines at six; in the evening ; it ceases abont 

eight or ten, and is succeeded by the land*wind, 

which blowsi until six or eight in the morning. 

The sea-breeze is streaotger than the land-wind, 

ajid at the &11 and <^nge of the momi, it gene* 

rally blpws with consideorable force* A» die Sua 

increases his sjtitude, this wind gains strength ; 

and declines gradually as the Sun inclines to^ 

wards the horizon : it is very refreshing, and is 

consid^e'd sal^rionsu Of the salubrity of the 

land-vntnd, much d^enda on. t^ state of the 

cqu^try qiw whieh it blows : it is obviom^ that if 

it blows over low uncidldyatied graunds, over 

iM^ahas and swamps^ ii will aequira bad <piali'- 

ttf)s J bujt if the country be. toleraJbiy ekar, and 

m ^ stAte ef (^tivation^ iti will coUeefe tittle ov no 

haid 41^ ia ita progress. i& the* drjit season the 

^oast is visited by two remarkable winds^ called 

Tornadoes and Harmattans: the latter is the 

most ^traordinajry, and deserves a previous de- 

s<?ripti(Mi. 

A HarmatUm. is m ftdy described by Mr. 

5 
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Norris, a gentleman who had frequent opportuni- 
ties of observing its singular properties and ef- 
fects/ that it would not be acknowledging the 
merit due to him for his accurate description, 
were it not given in bis own words. 

" On that part of the coast of Africa," says 
he, '< which lies between Cape Yerd and Cape 
Lopez, an easterly wind prevails in the months of 
Pecember,' January, and February, which, by 
the Fantees, a nation on the Gold-coast, is called 
a Harmattan ^. Cape Yerd is in fifteen degrees 
of North latitude, and Cfipe Lopez in one degree 
South latitude ; and the coast between the two 
capes runs in an oblique direction, nearly from 
W. S, W. .to E. S. E., forming a range of up- 
wards of two thousand one hundred miles. At 
the Isles de Los, which are a little to the north- 
ward of Sierra Leone, and to the southward of 
Cape Yerd, it blows from E. S. E. on the Gold- 
coast from the N. E. ; and at Cape Lopez and the 
river Gaboan, from the N. N. E. This wind is, 
by the French and Portugruese who frequent the 
Gold-coast, called simply theNorth-east wind; the 
quarter from which it blows. The English^ who 
sometimes borrow words' and phrases from the 



* The Fantees pronounce it Harmanta ; and we are at a 
loss to state as satisfactory a meaning of the word, as we 
would wish : they call it a cold dry wind; but the writer 
doubts whether this is its true sigoificatioB* 
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Ftotee langfuage, adopt the Fantee word Har- 
manta. The Harmattan comes on indiscrimi- 
nately at any hour of the day, at any time of the 
tide, or at any period of the moon ; and continues 
sometimes only a day or two, sometimes five or 
six days, and has been known to last fifteen or 
sixteen • There are generally three or four 
returns of it every season : it blows with a mo- 
derate force, not so strongly as the sea-breeze, hut 
somewhat more so than ihe land-wind. A fog or 
haze is one of the peculiarities which always ac« 
company a Harmattan; the gloom occasioned 
by this wind, is so great, as sometimes to render 
even near objects obscure. The English fort at 
Whydah, stands about the midway between the 
French and Portuguese forts, and not quite a 
quarter of a mile from either; yet, very often, 
neither of the other forts can thence be discover- 
ed. The Sun, concealed the greatest part of the 
day, appears only a few hours about noon, and 
then of a mild red, exciting no painful sensation 
in the eye. Extreme diyness makes another ex- 
traordinary property of the Harmattan : no dew 
falls during the continuance of this wind ; nor is 
there the least appearance of moi§;ture in the bX^ 
mosphere; vegetables of every kind are very 
much injured ; all tender plants, and most of the 
productions of the garden are destroyed ; the 
grass withers, and becomes dry like hay ; the vi- 
gorous ever-greenS; likewise, feel its pernicious 

G 
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influence ; the branches of the lemon, orange, 
and lime-trees, droop j the leaves become flaccid, 
i;?ither, and, if the Harmattan continue to blow 
for ten or twelve days, are so parched, as to be 
easily rubbed to dust between the fingers. The 
fruit of these trees, deprived of its nourishment, 
and stinted in its growth, only appears to ripen, 
for it becomes yellow and dry, without acquiring 
half the usual size. The natives take this oppor- 
tunity, of the extreme dryness of the gfrass and 
young trees, to set fire to them, especially near 
their roads ; not only to keep the road open to 
trav^^Uerd, but to destroy the shelter which long 
g^ass and thickets of young trees would afibrd to 
skulking parties of their enemies. A fire, then 
lighted, flies with such rapidity as to endanger 
those who travel : in that situation, a common 
method of escape is, on discovering a fire to 
windward, to set the grass on fire to leeward^ and 
flien follow your own fire. The parching efiects 
6f this wind are likewise evident on the external 
parts of the body. The eyes, nostrils, lips, and 
j^alate, are rendered dry and uneasy ; and drink 
Is often required, not so much to quench thirst, as 
to remove a painful aridity in i\ie fauces : the lips 
and nose become sore, and even chapped, and al- 
though the air be cool, yet there is a troublesome 
sensation of prickly heat on the skin. If the 
Harmattan continue for four or five days, the 

scarf skin peds off, first from the hands and fac€^ 

5 
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and afterwards from the other parts of the body^ 
if it continue a day or two longer *. Salubrity 
forms a third peculiarity of the Harmattan. 
Though this wind is so prejudicial to vegetable 
life, and occasions such a disagreeable parching 
effect on the human species, yet it is highly con- 
ducive to health : those labouring under fluxes 
and intermitting fevers, generally recover in a 
Harmattan ; those weakened by fevers, ahd sink- 
ing under evacuations for the cure of them, (par- 
ticularly bleeding, which is often injudiciously 
repeated,) have their lives saved, and vigour re- 
stored in spite of the doctor. It stops the pro- 
gress of epidemics ; the small-pox, remitting fe- 
vers, &c. not only disappear, but those labouring 
under such diseases, when a Harmattan comes 
on, are almost certain of a speedy recovery. In- 
fection appears then not easily communicable 
even by art. 

*f In the year 1770, there were, on-board the 
Unity, at Whydah, three hundred slaves ; the 
small-pox broke out among them ; and it was de- 
termined to inoculate. Those who were inocU- 



* T6 a Emopean it gires the seosatioik of a uurg 
frost. Tlie air is fMrobably jfilted with minote partidts of 
sand, such having been collected in the sails of a diip raining 
up the coast in a Harmattan. It appears to be the same 
wind as is called in Egypt^ the Sammel, or dry wind, and in 
i!beMedltcnimea& the Sirocco. 

C 2 
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lated before the Harmattan came on, got very 
well through the disease. About seventy were 
inoculated a day or two after the Harmattan set 
m ; but no one of them had either sickness or 
eruption. It was imagined, the infection was ef- 
fectually dispersed, and the ship clear of the dis- 
ease ; but in a very few weeks, it began to appear 
among those seventy : about fifty of them were 
inoculated the second time ; the others had the 
disease in the natural way : a Harmattan came 
on, and they all recovered, excepting one g^rl, 
who had an ugly ulcer in the inoculated part, and 
died some time afterwards, of a locked-jaw." 

Doctor Lind, in his excellent '^ Treatise on 
Diseases incidental to Europeans in Hot Cli- 
mates,** speaks differently as to the salubrity of a 
Harmattaur He calls it a malignant and fatal 
wind. Very probably the Doctor's knowledge 
of it was derived from persons who were not long 
enough in the country to form a true judgment of 
its effects, as he had drawn his observations from 
the effects it might have produced in situations 
contiguous to deserts^ swamps, and woods. To 
give every merit to such a respectable authority, 
I will suppose, that the salubrious effects of a 
Harmattan will vary in proportion to the nature 
of the country over which it blows. 

Mr. Norris deduced his observations of its sa- 
lubrity at Why dah ; a countvy perfectly open and 
clear, and, excepting a few rivers near the sea, it 
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is covered, for a great extent inland, with ver- 
dure, open plains of grass beautifully decorated 
with clumps of trees, and some woods of no con- 
siderable extent: as to the soil, the surface is 
sandy, and below that, a rich clay of a reddish 
colour. We cannot expect, that a wind blowing 
over a country like this, will abound- ^th much 
noxious matter. On the Grold-coast, a Harmat- 
tan does not produce any fat^d effects, altiboughit 
blows over a country, in some places widety dif- 
fi^i^nt from that of Whydah. At Cape-Coast, 
which lies in the vicinity of hills and woods, no 
ill effect has been known to accompany this wind ; 
on the contrary, the writer has known a sailor, in 
the worst stage of dysentery, to recover veiy ra- 
pidly, during the continuance of a Harmattan. 
1?he officers and gentlemen of the garrison have 
borne evident appearance of health and vigour 
during a Harmattan. I must therefore candidly 
pronounce this wind as salubrious : the efiect it 
has on furniture that is not solid, is very extraor- 
dinary ; it exposes the deceptions of the cabinet^ 
maker in a most singular manner ; it contracts 
the flooring of chambers so much, that light is 
admitted ; and whatever is said above or beneath, 
may be understood. The process of evaporation 
during this wind, proceeds with astonishing rapi- 
dity ; and from its constringing powers, we may 
reasonably admit that it contracts the fibres of the 
human body, consequently promotes vigour, and 
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a fttU tx«rcise.of the animal fiuictioiii. The ef* 
feet it produoeH on metallic substaneei^, in courses 
i& not so visible, as on bodies less dnrable ; but 
that they do undergo some change^ is by no means 
improbable; and the philosophic mind would 
doubtless be able to trace extraordinary prop^es 
in duff w|y. 

Twmadoes most commonly commence in 
March, and cease ivhen the rains set in. They 
sometimes blow before or after the sec<md rains, 
and sometimes precede a Harmattan ; diey, how* 
ever, blow with greater violence before the first 
rains. Tornadoes invariably blow £rom the easi^ 
ward, &at ie, from the S. £. to the N. K. : wb^i 
diey incdine ^ the southw^d of S. £. they have 
more the appearance of steady gales of wind 
than Tcnrnadoes. Tornado is a cormption of the 
Fortugoese word trevadoy a thunder-storm^. It 
may be expected a day or two subsequent to the 
ftill and change ai the moon, and gives sufiidient 
notice of its approach, so that ships at sea and at 
anchor, have time to prepare for their safety. 
When vivid and succesave flashes of lightning 
are seen in th^ Eastern qnarter, not many degrees 
ahove the hori^pn, attended with Grander and 
heavy clouds, and the. horizon i^[>ears clear and 
of a UumJi east, all these are tollable (if not 
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certain) indicfttions of an approaching Tornado. 
As the storm approaches, the horizon becomes 
darkened, and in a short time the Eastern h^ni- 
sphere becomes entirely so: the lightning ad- 
▼ances in vivid flashes, and in quick succession, 
attended by slow and apparently dirtant thunder. 
The scene now assumes, ev<ery momenti a more 
awful and terrific appearance, and a solemn si- 
lence appears to pervade the whole face of nature: 
although it is calm, yet the heiCvens eiliibit a de- 
gree of commotion truly surprizing : the feallieiv 
ed tribe flee with the utmost solicitude to a ;daee 
of shelter and security, and, notwithstanding tlw 
precaution, they are sometimes overtaken by the 
storm, and exposed to its rigfour and violence^-^-^A 
gentle air is first perceived, which increases al- 
most instantaneously to violent gusts of wiitd, 
which are usually accompanied with rain, and 
which do not continue longer, in general, than 
half an hour, or fifty minutes : the more soudier- 
ly the wind is, the longer is its continuance. 
When the violence of the wind is over, rain Mis 
with gi*eat rapidity, and in a short time a very 
considerable quantity of water descends. The 
lightning and thunder which, it would appear, 
yielded to the violence of the wind, ag^in com- 
nhience; but it is only those who are acquainted 
"^th these storms, or similar ones in Tropical 
countries, that can have a perfect idea of the en^ 
lightened state of the heavens, and the tretnendotts 
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peals of thunder which roar in every dire<^oii. 
On the wlKile, words cannot adequately describe 
the awful sublimity of this scene. Rain continues 
to fall for two or, more hours ; after which, the 
hemisphere brightens, but the sun continues ob- 
scured for the remainder of the day. It is re- 
marked* on the Gold-coast, that the violence of 
Tornadoes is generally in proportion to the 
strength of the sea-breeze : that is, if the S. W. 
or W. S. W. wind blow for two or three succes- 
sive days, more strongly than usual, and thdt a 
Tornado is expected, it will blow with more vio- . 
lence than ordinary. As Tornadoes blow only 
for a short space of time» and are attended with 
rain ; we hence perceive the reason of their not 
injuring houses or plantations ; and, in a compa- 
rative sense, they are mild winds, when we con- 
sider the violence of a West-India hurricane, and 
of those storms which prevail in the Eastern 
hemisj^ere, known by the name of Typh(»is. If 
Europeans be not long exposed to Tornadoes ; if 
they use the precaution of heavy clothing ; and 
if their wet clothing be changed as quickly, as 
possible, and moderate friction used all over the 
body ; no ill effects will probably follow, from the 
sudden change that is produced in the tempera- 
ture of the air ; (the thermometei^suffering a de- 
pression of five or more degrees in a very little 
time.) Persons who have been some time in the 
country, feel more invigorated ; th« mind is re- 
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lieved from a degree of languor and imbecility, 
'which a long residence in these climates and an 
excess of heat tend to create. These winds, and 
the periodical rains, are a manifest proof of the 
great care and attention ^directed by Proti- 
bx:nc£ towards the inhabitants of these hot re- 
gions : for, as the Sun directs his course towards 
the North, in April, May, and June, they wonkl 
be oppressed with such a degree of heat as would 
be insupportable; vegetation would be destroyed, 
andTropical Africa would be a scorching desert, 
unfit for the habitation of man. But, on the con- 
trary, the heavy rains which accompany and sue* 
ceed a Tornado, refresh the earth, quicken vege* 
tation, and cool the air to such a degree, that the 
natives endure the meridional heat of those 
months without inconvenience ; and in July and 
August, when the natives of the Southern parts of 
Europe are exposed to an oppressive heat, the 
natives and residents here, enjoy a moderate and 
agreeable temperature of air, and veg^etation pro- 
ceeds with such rapidity, that the country, espe- 
cially inland, exhibits a degree of fertility incon- 
ceivable to those who are strangers to Tropical 
countries. 

Appearance of the Country. 

The general appearance of this country from 
the sea, may be compared to an inunense forest : 
high lands are seen in different directions, crown^ 
ed with lofty trees and thick underwoods* On a 
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neiirer proispecti and <m a strict eiKaixiiniti<m of tte 
cou&kryf the Talieys are ia many places xidily 
planted, and t^tensiwe plains are seen, beaotifolly 
studded, and decorated with damps of trees and 
bnsh. As we advance into the country, where 
there is more moisture Ihronghont the year, than 
on the coast, and where the fertility of the sefl 
brings forth the most vigorous v^etation, the 
woods are so sjtopped up with its luxuriance, as to 
be aknost impenetrable ; and the surface of the 
greond is hid under a covering of shrubs, weeds, 
and varuras herbs. The rivers, which are not di« 
reoted by the band of art to run in a regidar 
diannel, are seen winding in different direelaons, 
and taking those courses winch the nature of the 
country points out or admits of : in some places 
they overflow their banks in the wet season, and 
form stagnate ponds; whereas, m odier places, 
they Rm in a rapid manner. 

Dispositions of the Natives. 

. To speak generally of the dispositions of the 
natives of tiie Gold-HH>ast, it is jMresumed, will be 
giving an outline of the dispositions of all tiie in- 
habitants of Tropical Africa. Allowance being 
made for the form of government they live under, 
and for their einployments, I may venture to as- 
sail, that there is no part of the globe, where the 
influence of variety of govamm^t is more dis- 
tinctly perceived than in this country, lliofle 
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who are governed by an arl^trary or despotic 
power^ are reserved and cautious in tlieir man- 
Dcr and proceedings ; they arc; fearful of com* 
nmincatmg their thoughts to each other; their 
passions seldom get to that state of maturity, as 
to oppose restraint ; they Bte humble, submissive, 
and respec^il : Tfhereas those, whose government 
encourages more freedom, or where it is lodged in 
the hands of the community, are under little 
constraint, and every kind of licentiousness is 
daily practised ; they are strangers to all moral 
obBgatious. and the ties of afifeetion are rerj 
loosely united. In general, they have a greai desire 
for gain, and will undergo many vicissitudes and 
hardships to dbtain it ; patient under misfortunes, 
and meeting affliction with tderable fortitude. 
Frugality and temperance in eating prevail among 
them in a rigid manner. They have a gpreat tnm 
for oratory; and on occasions, where they are 
obliged to display their eloquence to the utmost 
extent, their expressions are accompanied with 
much feeling and energy. They are disposed to 
singing, dancing, and music ; and appear to have 
a etrong idea of the harmony of sound* The 
women are very industrious and remarkably 
prolific. 

Thus far I have ventured to lay down the dis- 
positions of the natives of the inland parts of 
Africa ; which I do not consider as perfiBClly ao- 
cnrate, although it may be found nearly so : ferit 
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is difficult to procure satisfactory information 
concerning the inhabitants of a country so little 
known as inland Africa. To form an opinion of 
them, agreeably to those who inhabit the sea* 
coast, and near it, will be perhaps establishing a 
judgment full of errons, and by no means conclu- 
sive. As to their character, it will naturally lead 
us to form the following general definitions. 

TKetr general and distinct Character. 

The passions of men are .more violent in hot 
than in cold countries, but more easily subdued. 
An African is soon excited to an enterprise ; but 
he is soon discourag^ed. He is quickly inflamed 
with revenge, but soon cooled. He is more sus- 
picious, more deceitful, and employs more strata- 
gem than a person under the influence of a cold 
climate ; because the effect of a hot climate is re- 
laxation, and consequently, the strength and elas- 
ticity of the fibres are impaired ; which produces 
less confidence, less energy, less vigour, and less 
bravery, than is to be observed among the natives 
of cold climates, who are influenced by opposite 
qualities, and in course have a greater confidence 
in their natural powers. Notwithstanding some 
years* acquaintance with the natives of the Gold- 
coast, I find it no easy matter to lay down their 
true character : for they appear to us in a variety 
of forms, according to the nature of our inter* 
CQUTse with them, and to their employment. 
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Those persons who are mdifferent to exceed a 
farther intimacy with Europeans, than an inter^ 
change of commodities will admit of, are to be 
viewed in the true light of peddling traders. 
When thei*e is a prospect of a good bargain to be 
obtained, every species of low cunning and mer- 
cenary artifice is practised to acquire it. They 
accommodate themselves with much ingenuity 
and facility, to our humours and fancies ; every 
attitude, every expression, is carefully, recom-- 
mended by flexibility and supplication ; yet they 
artfully avoid too great a desire of obtaining what 
would turn out profitable or advantageous to 
them : and when they know that their wishes are 
not to be gratified as easily as was expected, dis* 
appointment is carefully concealed, and a seem- 
ing indifierence is preserved in their behaviour. . 
In observing a native of the Gold-coast, through- 
out this scene, we see him place every confidence 
in his rational faculties : he contracts a bargain 
with keenness ; he is not precipitate in making 
an exchange, without being pretty well assured of 
the advantages that will arise from it : he con- 
du<^ts himself with ease and address, and, on the 
whole, manages himself in a manner that betokens 
a perfect knowledge of what he is about. This 
will be found a pretty correct delineation of ^the 
dliaracter of those men, who exchange their arf- 
tides with Europeans ; and they may be justly 
pronounced, as possessing all the chicanery inse- 
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parable from their caUing, and are not readily 
outwitted. 

Those who gain a livelihood by fishing, are a 
laborious people ; and our knowledge of them ex- 
tendi a little further than of the trader, because 
they are employed frequently by us, as canoe-men 
and labourers. Their employment is profitable ; 
for fish is readily purchased by the people inland, 
and on the coast. Their nets, which are large 
and heavily armed with lead*, are thrown by 
them with much dexterity and ease. When these 
men are employed by us, as canoe-men, they per- 
form their duty with cheerfulness ; and if encou- 
raged, will go through a vast deal of labour : but 
they must be treated with exactness and punctua- 
lity. When they call for any customary allow- 
ance, or for payment, they do not like to be put 
off; they expect that their labour should meet 
with its instant reward. If they be not punctu- 
ally attended to, they become neglectful and inat- 
tentive to the interest of their employer. They 
are much addicted to that vice (theft) which pre- 
vails in almost every part of the world, and, in- 
deed, are very expert in the practice of it, partt- 



* The iiet9 used in their catioe» «re^ ft very forge csiitiog 
tMk, tiffown by one obb, b«t jpfcad pMpcrly by Ihe tum^ 
aoet of two others^ in a very dextriHis ftad peculiiar tnaimer.: 
in riTeis^and in the beach, they use a smaller castiqg net» si< 
nUar to ours, and in the same way. 
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cnlarly as to small articles, which they can easily 
conceaL 

Men Trfao follow an agricultnral life, and who 
chiefly inhabit the inland parts, will be found more 
uniform in their conduct than the traders or 
fishermen* To consider them in a general view, 
and Jby making allowances for the failings attach- 
ed to the uncivilized part of mankind, they may 
be considered a well-meaning set of men. They 
are divested of that low cunning and deceitful 
artifice known and practised by those who gain a 
livelihood by a more intimate connection with 
Europeans* They possess no small share of ho* 
nesty, sincerity, and benevolence ; and are stran<- 
gers to the corrupt and licentious conduct plainly 
to be seen among the inhabitants of the water* 
side, particularly among the Fantees, a people 
who bear the most unfavourable characters of any 
ot the inhabitants of the Gold-coast. The na- 
tives of the sea-coast, firom a more immediate 
connection with Europeans, we should suppose, 
are more inclined to industry than those inland ; 
but it win be found that i^al industry prevails 
more uniformly inland, and vice is less eneoura^ 
ged. Eveiy person on the coast appears very di- 
ligent in accpiiring Ihe profits of his occupation ; 
but proi^gacy, drunkenness, and debauchery kre 
practised to a pernicious extent. For Ihe p*e^ 
sent, I ivifi close this description of &e disposd* 
tion and character of the natives of the Gold- 
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coast : — ^when the different countries and states, 
which come within the limits of this enquiry, are 
laid down, they will undergo a more particular 
scrutiny. 

Aninuds. 

The animals of the Gold-coast are very nume- 
rous. Those in a wild state, consist of Bufialoes, 
Tiger-cats, Leopards, Hyenas, Jackalb, Porcu- 
pines, the Ant-Bear, v a variety of Deer, Hares, 
Monkeys, Squirrels, the Musk-cat, Crocodiles or 
Alligators, Lizards, Land-crabs, Guanas, Cha- 
meleons, Scorpions, Centipedes, and a variety of 
Snakes. Of domestic animals we may number 
She^, Croats, Hogs, Dogs, Cats, Ducks, Tur- 
keys, and common Fowls. There are some 
homed cattle in parts of the coast; and of the 
fieathered tribe (in a wild state) there are great 
numbers, and apparently a boundless variety. 
The smaller sort are remarkable for the beauty of 
their plumage. As almost every town and vil- 
lage on the coast have their fishermen, there is 
abundance of excellent fish in the dry season ; 
during the rainy season there is a scarcity : for the 
«urf is, in general, so violent, that the fishermen 
cannot go abroad without dai^er : add to which, 
the sea is turbid and much agitated in that season. 
The lakes and rivers abound with Mullet and 
otb«r delicatt fish. Oysters and Brawns are Uke- 
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wite plentifal^ in some places ; imd Turtle ara 
often caught. 

Vegetable and general Productions* 

The vegetable productions of the coast consist 
of Maize^ Millet, some Rice, Yams^ Casada^ 
Potatoes, Pulse, Plantainsi, Bananas, GuaTHs, 
Chillees of all kinds, and other Tropical fruits. A 
mucilaginous vegetable is plentiful in the country, 
and much used by the natives in their soups, &c» 
called by the Fantees, Encrumah ; the same is 
known in the West Indies by the name of Ockra ; 
and it is called by botanists Heluscus EscuJentus. 
Another fruit of a mucilaginous nature, and like- 
wise much used, is called Enteraba : there is a 
variety of it ; some of the shape, and as large as 
the largest sized onion ; it grows ^mething like 
the Egg-plant. This fruit and the Encrumah 
are highly nutritious. European Cabbage and 
Eschallots are cultivated with much attrition in 
some places. The gugar*cane grows spontanea 
pusly, and to a tolerable size; andthe !IKack- 
pepper has been discovered inland. The Ind&go* 
I^ant is common to many parts of the coasts and 
the Cotton-shrub may be seen in a wild unculti* 
vated state. The Silk-cotton is found in every 
part of the coast : the tree is the most remarkable 
in tl^ country, and from it canoes are made. It 
grows to a majestic size ; the btQilclies project 
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Mine distance from thi^ trtmk, and thejr form with 
it, as it were, right angles. 

The country yields a variety of excellent timber; 
some of it calculated for ship-building and other 
ionportant parpose^. The Pahn-tree is verf prafit«^ 
abie to the natives-; the trank {Mioidnces an agree- 
able and intoKicating liquid, called Pahn-wine. 
The fruit yields an oil of great delicacy, 
which is generally iBed in alt their dishes. Of 
Uie leaf they mak« rope and thread, which they 
conrert to fishing-lines, nets, Sec. ; a finer thread 
is procnred from the filaments of the leaf of A^ 
wild Aloe and Pine-appte. 
* £Kcepting Gold, we know nothing of the me^ 
fealhic and ttiinerai productions of the country. 
That it abounds with other metals, we have no 
dcmbtr buttibe natives are unacquainted witbHie 
vAe^A of seeking for them. If they were to 
make any valuable discoyery^ they are deprived 
of the m^ans, and ignorant- of the method of 
making then useful. Gold being sought after, 
and bouglit with such aridity by Buiropeans, 
vernktH ^ iiatives inattentive to s^ardk for otjber 
mineral productions* Veins of Marbl« may b% 
sMn at Wiunebah and <rilier places* 

ThO'^oinefiiiKMsnt aldiig' the ctest paitakM of^ 
yf^i3m\fiOftio»* Am Apolkmia^ it k noonardiieaL 
and absolute. In the Ahanta country it is » 
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kind of arirtocfticy. In fte Fantee country, and 
as far as Accra, it irf composed of a straiige nunf- 
i)er of forms ; in sofne placeiS it irf vested in parti- 
cnlar persons, and in other places lodged in tfa6 
Erands of the community. In the Fantee oouiitry 
they vety ofteii change their foi'ttis of goverti- 
ment ori certain occasions, and unite, fof their ge- 
tiethl safety, under particular persons, to whoni 
itnpKcit obedience must be paid. When the 
Caui^e of this union is annulled, they recede into 
tlieir accustomed form of goveriiment. 

♦ > 

Laws. 

The laws of the Gold-coast are. particularly 
stllct. At Apollonia, wJhere the wl^ole authority 
rs vested in tlie king, there are no subordinate 
tribunals: his power is absolute* In other 
states, the laws differ according to the nature of 
the government. Diiring the slave-trade, they all 
agreed in their Ultimate tendency, that of slavery : 
for a trifling offence a man lost his liberty, if hi^ 
Were incapable of paying a sum adequate to the 
injury*/ 

~* — ' — -i-. — ''^ - • ^ •^> - ; -I - B. _-:^ . 

* * ktoi^ p^ofilt greedy ifler gsdfll, it is ixoi %txpixAng, 
tbttt wlleit the sl^e-tlidtl gttVtd tfi^ni'fhe <)^H«fMty, tfa^' 
sbfuld eQ]itmiitd.«ll llpetr fofjaerpuihidmeiitr ioto'ftlaviif^ 
as they ^s effectually lid.tbe tCfMiiiti:y of tbe otf^oA^y ttrJf - 
they put them to death. 

B 2 
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The laws of Apollonia require, sometimes, a 
more severe atonement than that of slavery ; for 
here every man, excepting the heir-apparent, is 
at the mercy and disposal of his sovereign. In 
other particular districts, the severity of the law 
is mitigated, in some cases : but this is confined 
to its own inhabitants. In the Fantee country, 
the laws in general are more rigorous than in any 
other part of the coast ; inasmuch, as a very tri* 
fling and accidental act will be examined with 
as much severity, as if a matter of consequence, or 
done by design. Murder may be commuted for 
seven slaves, or their value, besides the customary 
rites of burial . But if tKe person murdeiced should 
have been of consequence, the lex tallionis is re- 
sorted to, which causes much effiision of blood 
Before satisfaction is acknowledged. If a person 
be found in the act of committing the most tri- 
fling theft, he forfeits his freedom: if the ar- 
ticle stolen were of value, the family becomes 
involved. If a man, by accident or design, kills 
a hen, goat, or hog, or any other animal, he 
loses his liberty, unless he plies the injured party 
with presents ; which, if received, even the most 
trifling, take off the severity of the punishment. 

Thf 1.W ^^ witchcr^ U ,l^y «. 
viere, inasmuch as it generally extends to all 
voider the same roof; as it is supposed they pos- 
sessed some -portion of th^ malign influence. 
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" Since the tibdition of the slave'^trade, we have 
heard of no conviction of this sort ; and we may 
suppose that the severity of the laws, as they re- 
gard trifling and imagfinary bffences, will he mi- 
tigated, if not absolutely altered/ in' consequence 
of that humane act« 



CHAPTER II. 

CUSTOMS.-*-*— POIiY«AMT.- REU6ION.- 

F£TISH.— GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. — ^POR- 
TUGUESE. SALUBRITY. NECESSARY 

CAUTIONS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 

HEALTH. FUMIGATIONS. rFILTRATION 

OF WATER. 

Customs. 

JL HE customs of the Gold-coast are nnnterous ; 
some of them abound with absurdity. The vile 
practice of Panyaring^ a custom attended* with 
the most pernicious consequences, but confined 
chiefly to the Fantee country, deserves particular 
notice. If a person became involved in debt, 
and was, either from the want of ability, or from , 
whatever motive, dilatory in the discharge of it^' 
the creditojr was at liberty to seize and confine, of, 
according to their phrase, '* panyar," any person 
or persoj^s belonging to the said family, or even ta 
the same country, st^te, or town, with the debtor } 
and if opportunity offered^ they were sold, without 
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W9» c9Trie4; to ^woh w^ pT^m^ ielwiog tho dami*' 
tr^d^i l^hat ipapy iimoee^ perfinms wer« splil. 
Fpf, ^qw4<BS, |;h^ cu3tp^i^^ mpite of pf oceedii^ 
ip SIJpI^ fias^3 fift^n offer^4 » pltosibility or proti 
text for imaginary debts being< c^^ntrMted, ^^ 
offences committed. No man had a lawful right 
to question the justice a^ the seizure ; and every 
needy person, for the promise of a reward, or a 
portion of the spt M, Slight seize and sell without 
restraipi|;^ s^d Y&xy ixeqfimHy *h^ feraaa^ fti wbofO 
sijit pany^npg ?oi»»pn?f d. W«lld retaliate j 
^^ph nev^r fails to f|:tmd it taa ruinoiw iwiif *. 

A pr^wtjc^ is rigidly ptoprvfd evqryyeiir, and 
l(%{]^pf^ ia Aygustt l\ hf^ 49PU» simibtud^ to^ the 
custom followed up by the husb^iidiniw» when 
the labour of getting in the harvest is at an "end. 
It is a season of mirth and joyous festivity ; . it 
CQnt^Pllil^. fiiT' six or eight' days^ and a cessation 
ifqjp. labour is observed dniiii^ that peiiod. 

A^^dfid^t to this festival, when yams arei 
%Uy gJrqM^rthey oelebr^te tlie ocoasiom by feast*- 
mg aftd r0j<uci»g. 

Ill g^neralt thci natives are particulaiiy, and iii' 
^^jWA pl^MS^ they are especially interdicted from- 
f#hlg yua% until they arrive at foil maturity^ 



■f-M 



' ^ Panydring is r^er a law than acustom; and thougli 
f^m^fthnes ^ostituted to bad purposes, is frequently the oiily^ 
iragT' te recover a juafc debt: ift ^ne iiqyroperly, it woutd^ 
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wbii^h is a most pradent caution, fof yami, before 
they aM perfectly ripe, are afiwholesome, and 
eiren dangerous to be eaten; 

On the death of any p^son, it is an inTariable 
cnstom to solemnize the event, by a conjunction 
of condoling and carousing. If the person be of 
consequence, this custom is observed very extra-* 
vagantly. For, not only every branch of the fa- 
mily contribute, but the friends of the dead come 
forward with sometliing emblematic of the regard 
they had for the deceased, or respect for the fami^- 
ly. Cfbth, spirits, and gunpowder, arc generally 
lavished oh these occasions ; and until the body 
is deposited in the ground, it is a continual scene 
of dancing, singing (or rather shouting), firing 
volleys of g^ns, and, at intervals, lamentaMe eit- 
ctamiattions, that do not betoken mucK real an- 
guish or sorrow. It is necessary to remark, that 
all this is a customary action that must be follow- 
ed, and the actors are principally persons employ- 
ed for the occasion, who have no inward feelings 
of grief, excepting what sympathy will cireate. 
After the interment, and when calmness, wi 
tnay say, is restored, we then behold real sorrdv^ 
and affliction, and the habitation of the departed 
may be appropriately termed the house of modm- 
ihg. 

There is great attention shewn in this country to 
the deady swid ill prcqportion to rasd^, foimly , or the 
situation thie f^etma was in. The bodfy isexposed 
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to public Tiew^ decorated with the riches and 6r« 
i^toaents of the country, for three or four days^ 
and sometimes six ; and when buried, gold* valu-* 
able pieces of clotht and other articles, are put 
into the grave* In son^e places human saorifioes 
take place, and the victima are selected accord** 
ing to the rank and quality of the deceased. 

In the year 1 800, when a king of Apollonia 
died« one or two human beings were sacrifice4 
every Saturday^ until the grand ceremony of 
making custom took place \ which did not hap- 
pen till si:s: months after his decease. Qn (iiat 
occasion, upwrards of fifty persons were sacrifi* 
C0d \ and two of his .youngcrt wives were put into 
the grave. The Ud of th^ coflSn wai^ covered 
with human blood, and gold-dust sprinkled upon 
it, and much gold and rich cloths were deposit- 
ed in the grave *. 
. The practice of depositing riches witii the 
lK)di^$ of persons of consequence, is of very an** 
tientorigin- , ^ / 

Jg^phus tells us, that ^* king David waa.bu^ 
rif d at Jerusalem* with a solemnity of royal 
pomp and magnificenoe, that was glorious in the 
highest degree; and over and above the splendour 
pi th^ eeremonyf his son Solomon deposited in 
bis monument an inestimable treasure t*" And we 



* Mudi oiudty is praadsed, both D|i huttiui beings, Ml4 

tm mxpsl^i^ ^ipp UUed m tb^»e pf^imiJoiM^ 
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are told^ tkftt when Alexander the Great had 
Cyruses tomb opened, there was found therein a 
bed of gold, a very rich table, drinking-cup8, and 
many fine vestments. The Egyptians were ac- 
customed to this practice ; for in their mummies 
were frequently found very precious ornaments *. 
There is a rigid observance paid to certain days 
of the week, as it regards a cessation from labour. 
On Tuesdays the fishermen do not cast their 
nets ; Friday is held sacred by some ; and men 
in easy circumstances observe their birth-day« 

Polygamy. 

Polygamy exists on everji part of the coast, 
A man is Bt liberty to have as many wiv^s as he 
can maintain. 

- > 

Religion. 

/When we take a view of religion in this part 
of Africa, we shall find it to consist of a mass of 
barbarous superstitions, which have been handed 
down among them fmrn time immemorial; and 
which they continue to observe, merely on that 
account. 

They have some idea of a Supreme Being; 
but it is so imperfect and confined, that nothing 
pleasing or satisfactory can be extracted from it. 
They appear to hold the Moon in greater vene* 



■^^p"".^ 



* StaeUioaM's HUtorj of the Bibl^. 
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fatiott thatithe Smi^ fbr they wekMie ker ap- 
pearance witib rejoicing'. 

Superstition is so firmly planted in this comntry, 
and holds its (sovereignty so trisniphatillj in sMoe 
states, that all the calamities that befall them, are 
to be ascribed, in a great measure^ to the implicit 
confidence and obedience paid to it. In some 
places, no act of any consjsqnence will be 
attempted withont first consulting the object of 
Worship, through the medium of a set of oheats 
and Impostors. Their object of woribip, ho nlat- 
ter what it is, goes by the inde^ite term, Fetish* , 
and those persons Fetish men or women ; for wo- 
men are considereckas capable of conoealiiig the 
mysteries of their st^rstition, and «xpomidiilg 
the perfections of their Fetish, as ihe men. 
Where monarchy does not exist, and where the 
government is lodged in the people, those p^sens 
ussome nmch oonsequence, and sometimes arro* 
gute much authority, and employ oertMn meana, 
which generally carry destruction wilh them, to 
secure and enforce their power. If any person 
o^nd the Fetish, by either disregard^ or by de- 
Hstroying any thing appertaining to it, he is not 
^afe, unless the injury be fully requited, or the 
Mig^ 4>f the Fetish appeased by presents or sa^ 

* Fetish is derived from the Portuguese word fdiieho, 
witchcraft. Palzdrs Hitfoiy^f t MUv mi f. 
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du^w^ in fjroportioii ta tbe offence and the eir- 
fP0[iits^A0«0 of the offender. 

^^b^yotariei of the Fetish gain their lirelihood 
by these aorts 9f exactions : and woe unto the 
{lerson who disputes their power ! ^ 

General Olmrvati^n^* 

It was ccmsidered necessary to lay down this 
g^9«ral view of the Gold^coast, before its diff^ent 
parts. weore examined; that the reader may be 
enabled to form some jadgment of the country,' 
before he is carried further ; and whatever opi-* 
nion he may have formed, he would be better 
pleased with the Gold-coast,' if a more, correct 
knowledge of the country inland could be 6b^ 
te^ed : ae oor knowledge of the sea-coast does 
not eQtitle t^ ta Ibrm a solid opinion of the coun- 
try at large, either as it regards the improvement 
of trade, or cultivation. 



* Ftiish.U ayi:ord of ^reat licence, ai>d applied in a great 
variety of )vays: it frequently means any thing forbidden. 
Qne man refuses to eat a 'white fowl, another a black onej 
ftayibgy ** itis/c^M/'^ There are places into which they 
do mA iHJ^ a White man to enter ; e<aqfttre, Why 1 ' Thej 
zre fetish t: .To kill a«k 'a)Ug«]tQv« cnt a Uopard^ hfoMk in 
£ome places^ If. a perspn^ he poisoned, qv unwell,, in a ivay 
th^y cannot account for ; it is fetish f In lieu of an oath to 
prove the truth of any assertion, they tBike fetish. Fetish i$. 
tte 6W 6f the Wekt Itidies \ fetish people the conjurers, the 
{^idicitlMs tbe iawj^er^^ the prfiest^ of tfai! cbuntry. 
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Every country we bear of in the interior pro-* 
duces gold ; whereas, on the coast, th^*e is but 
little to be obtained in comparison. All the 
ivory exported from this coast, is procured inland; 
and what an extensive and fertile countiry must it 
be, to afford liberty and pasture to such numerous 
herds of elephants, which doubtless might be 
trained for the same uses and purposes they are ap- 
plied to in the East ! We have yet reason to think 
that the domestic animals inland, are larger thaii 
on the coaftt; sheep particularly. The writer 
has seen and eaten part of a sheep, brought from 
the king^dom of Eyio, which weighed, upon the 
authority of a Dutch gentleman, one hundred aikl 
thirty-two pounds, cleared from the offal. He 
has likewise seen with the king of Ashantee^s 
army, sheep of a large size : this proves, that 
the pasture inland is more rich than on the sea^- 
coast. 

If the king of Adiantee had not visited this 
country, we should have continued ignorant of 
the advantages that might arise from an inland 
trade. The men of consequence with him gave 
the most satisfactory accounts of the country; 
and the king himself exhibited proofs sufficient 
to assure us of the wealth of his kingdom. 
"^ The Portuguese bave proved, that it is by, no 
means impracticable to make advances into the 
inland countries. The whole of the kingdom of 
Congo is, as it were, in their posfseifisiiWy ondtbey 
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have many factories on the coart of Angola. 
Their principal settlement is at Loango in An-» 
gola, and Cape Palmerino, where they have 
strong garrisons, and are capable of bringing in-* 
to the field, for their defence against the natives, 
two or three thousand men, tolerably well armed. 
Since our knowledge of the coast of Guinea, we 
have not attempted to advance our trade into the 
heart of it ; we have been contented with a tri- 
fling enjoyment of a coast-trade. It cannot be 
questioned but that we are as capable of advan^ 
cing our trade into the inland parts of Africa, as 
the Portuguese : and how infinitely it would add to 
our manufactories, need not be mentioned^ In the 
cpui*se of a few years, we should be able to bring 
thousands of the natives into the method of chan- 
ging their dresses similar to Europeans'^. 

The natives are in want of many articles we 
can give them, and can tender in exchange what 
is considered by us valuable. Excepting the coast 
of Guinea^ we have shewn a disposition^ in all 



* Experience of the past, certainly does not warrant this 
conclusion. The natives of this coast have had intercourse 
with Europeans about three hundred years, and (with the ex- 
ception of a very small number educated in Europe) have 
adopted none of their customs but smoking and drinliing. 
Their clothing, tools, houses, canoes, nets, drc. &c, are all 
after their old fiishion. 



' 
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^our ioteigtk poMessii<ms and s^ttlemetits, to im* 
prove tbem^ and become acquainted with their 
prtpductions t that this conntrj, although so neal* 
home, and so capable of m^ny important advanta- 
g»j should remain so lon^neglected, must create 
much surptise in any person who has a ktidw- 
ledge of it. 

The country is not distin^ished with Eastern 
splendour ; art is scarcely known in it ; and we 
have only to view nature, but we see her in at! 
her variety and t^egpa^e of dress. 

Bfskre I close these general observations, t 
conceive it expedient to e:)tamine the Gold-Co^ 
M it feganis he^th, and to lay down some rules' 
and precautions necessary towards its preserva- 
tion. And on this head I must observe, that as 
to salubrity, l^is country has its disadvantages, 
as in all other Tropical countries : but we shotild 
not condemn it a& being so unfriendly to Ifu- 
ropean constittttiotts, as it is generally coi^^i- 
d«ed; . 

The coast of Guinea was formerly, and is by 
many to this day, accounted the grave of Eu- 
ropeans, and very plausibly : for, as Doctor Lind 
remarks, — " It was not uncommon^ in many, 

■ 

trading factories, to meet with a few Sor^peanSy 
pent up in a small spot of low damp gpoUnd, iso- 
entirely swr^ndi^ with wood, that they t(MM' 
scarcely have' the benefit of wdkmg a few huri-"^ 
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dred yards, and where there wm not 90 miich as 
an avenue cut through any part of the woods 
for the ladmission of wholesome and refres^ngf 
breezes/* 

It is a well-known fact, that many Europeans 
had either forgotten or ^neglected precautions 
necessary to their preservation, and frequently 
allowed themselves to fall into excesses which 
the strongest constitutions, coidd with difficulty 
endure, and by such provoking practices brought 
upon the climate a degree of reprobation, which^ 
witih all its faults, it really does not deserve. 
Indeed^ the coast of Quinea has found such a 
strong {H'epossessio^ of opinion in some persons^ 
as to its insahibrity, that I will state one remark^ 
able instance. In 1807, one of His Majesty's^ 
ships was ordered to the coast of Guinea j which 
caused such a depression of spirits in the captain^ 
that he ac^ainted his particular friencb he was 
bound to a. part of the^ globe, whence be di4 
not expect to return. He made his will, aiid. 
in otlier respects arrangfed his affairs. Alter 
touching at Grpree and Sierra Leone, the ship 
anchwed at CaperCi^ast. The captaia visit- 
ed the governor, diaed and slept on. shoror 
on th^ folli^wing day.,, he complained, of being 
WwdB,, wei^t on board,, took tp has bed, and 
resigjaed }wm4t to tba^ lowness^of spirits whkb 
ha ii^ girtfiH waf to( on sailing^fi^m £ng;land;. 
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and in a rery few days after, was buried ed 
shores ' 

Here is a melancholy instance of the force of 
prejudice, and the terror imbibed of a climate of 
which nothing of its destructive tendency was 
known, but by report, and the inflnence of dan- 
gerous apprehension. If this unfortmiate, and, 
doubtless, brave gentleman had been surromided 
by the fury of war, and in the midst of all its 
horrors, in all probability his mind would have 
supported itself to the last* 

Doctor Lind, in his Treatise on Diseases in- 
cident to Europeans in Hot Climates, is of opi* 
nion, that if the land in this country was cleared, 
it would be as healthy as the island of Barbadoes, 
"the most salubrious of tfie West-India Islands. 
The Doctor says : ^^ I think it would not admit 
of a doubt, that if a tract of land in Guinea 
was as well improved as the island of Barbadoes,* 
and as perfectly free from tree*, underwood, 
marshes, &c. the air would be rendered equally 
healliiful there, as in that pleasant West-India 
island.^' 

We have proof sufficient h^e to suppwt and 
confirm the Doctor*s opinion. At Accra, where 
the country is open, and improvements at- 
tended to, Europeans- do well. Many officers 
and gentlemen in the Danish service have resided 
years m and about that country, without escpe^ 
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riencing any ill effect from the climate : one 
gentleman particularly, who lives mostly inland 
on his plantation, has been thirty years in the 
country, and enjoys as good health as he could 
in Denmark. A gentleman high in the En- 
g&h service, has bee» twenty years in the 
country, and has undergone the difference of 
climate which subordmate offices and change of 
situation exposed him to, without any appearance 
of injury to his health. I' do not however at- 
tempt to prove by these instances, that the cli- 
mate of this country is friendly to Europeans : 
on the contrary, after the rains, the utmost care 
is required, to prevent the ill effects of impure 
air through the remainder of the year. In open, 
dry, and elevated situations, we breathe tolera- 
bly pure air ; and the absence of health may be 
imputed a good deal to our own conduct. Per- 
haps many proofs could be added, tending to 
shew the superiority this cUmate bears to others 
in the same latitude; W6 will for instance repair 
to the coast of Guiana, which lies parallel to 
the coast of Guinea : here we shall perceive such 
a difference, as will establish the opinion of su- 
perior salubrity in Africa. 

From the island of Maraca, which lie& about 
two degrees north of the river Amazon, to the 
mouth of the Oronoko, we see a remarkably 
low country, which, divested of its improve- 
ments, would present nothing but rivers, swaQips, 



n 
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and impenetrable forests : the most enterprizingf 
man cannot enter tiiis country, with all its a^van- 
taifesy. without feeling apprehension of danger. 
At no time of the year can the European breathe 
pure air: for, when there is not rain to caus^ 
noxious exhalations, the various rivers, creeks, 
and marshes, will supply the surrounding atmo* 
sphere with abundance of gross and pestilential 
vapour. 

Those who wish to visit the Grold-coast, eidier 
in the service or out of it, ought to be at least 
twenty years of age. If younger, there is so 
much juvenile gaiety usually retained, that at- 
tention to regulate the passions is too often neg« 
lected ; at, and beyond the-age of twenty, we 
might naturally expect, that adventurers would 
observe some precautions, which are here 
so highly necessary; the principal of which 
are, to practise moderation, regularity, and tem- 
perance; to curb hasty or violent emotions, to 
excite the body and mind to activity, and to en- 
courage tranquillity and steadiness of mind. 
Here great attention is requisite for the regula- 
tion of the passions; and it is universally allowed, 
that nothing contributes more to the health in 
any country, but particularly Tropical climates, 
than a due reg^ation of the affections of the 
mind. The animating passions, such as joy, 
bope, &c. when kept within proper bounds^ 
gently excite the nervous influence, promote an 
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agreeable circulation^ and are higiily cdndiicive 
to health ; while the distressing affections, suoU 
as fear^ grief^ and despair, produce the contrary 
effect, and lay the foundation of the most formi- 
dable diseases. 

A person arriving in this country firom £ng^ 
land, imdergoes a change of atmospheric heat, 
which, upon a niedium, I will set down at i!d or 
SO degrees. TWis difference of heat produces, 
no doiri)t, considerable diange m fais^constttnCionf 
for although (I wiU suppose) the tcmperatore 
of the blood does not undergo any akerationr 
in the shade, yet, on the body being expos^ 
to a vertical sun, it is liable to be heated. The 
longs are almost immediately affected;* they^ 
become more inflated than ordinary ; the blood 
circulates with greater rapidity than iisual^ 
and respiration is quickened ; which produces a 
degree of compression of the lungs, and a tern* 
porary obstruction of the arterial blood in the 
brain, which must affect that delicate organ v^ 
sensibly, and peihapfir finally produce that change 
termed by the French coup de sokil, and by ns a 
stroke of the sun. . 

Hence it behoves, every person to. avoid, a$ 
much as possijb^^ the nteridian sun; the stranger 
porticulaiiy, who should not be abroad after 
eight, or brfore three o't^lcick: in the afternoon, 
until he becomes a little inured to the cUmate y 
but before and ^ef these hours,, he .ought jtp use^ 

fi ft 
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as much exercise as prudence shall dictate^ 
Where duty or business requires traTelling, the 
night is most proper for it : but heavy clc^ng 
should be worn, to defend the body fimn the 
severe dews, which generally fall in this, as well 
as an Tropical dimates. If travelling by day 
be preferred, im umbrella should be used, and a 
handkerchief or two placed betwe^i the head 
and the hat. 1^ attending to this praetiee^ the 
temperature of the Mood is not very much in* 
creased, and perq[»iration is encouraged; and 
while that continues uninterrupted^ no fatal con* 
sequence w3l ensue. ^^ For the power of resist* 
mg heat arises from the evaporation, that is con>- 
stantly going on from the sur&ce of the skin, 
and which becmnes extremdy abundant wh^i 
the temperature of the air is much raised^" It 
should tlieief<»e be encouraged, but not to that 
degree as to prodhice weakening eflfects. In the 
event of getting wet, the body should be well 
rubbed with coarse doths, and warm dothing 
put on, to restore the body to its usual t^npera^ 
ture. It is not uncommon, on such occasions, to 
apply spirits to the body, which oii^;lkt not to be 
done, particularly to the extremities. Spirits 
will i^oduce a glawing warm^; but it is onty 
momentary, for it is evaporated almost as soon 
as it is applied, and leaves a coldness behind it, 
which will cause vety unpleasant conse<piences, 
particlilady to men of an advanced age. 

4 
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If a person hare been mndi txpned to rain^ 
batlnagin saltwater, or salt added to fresh watert 
andnsed in the same way, will haveagood effect: 
eoM-bathing should be used freely ; and we are 
sorprited that this precaution is so much neglect* 
ed: the benefits arising from coM-batfaing are 
of greater importance than is generally under- 
stood in this country. By long residence in hot 
climates, the body and mind suffer great changes ; 
the former becomes much relaxed, and the latter 
is deprived of a good deal of its vigour : but by 
the use of the cold-bath, these misfortunes may 
be prevented in a great degree. I wmild recom* 
mend, by all means, early rising and early re* 
tirement ; that is to say, up at five, and in bed 
at nine o'clock. 

The practice of relish-eating should be explod- 
ed; we consider it a meal by no means necessary. 
The use of animal food once a day is quite 
sv^cient in tiiis climate. The practice of relish*^ 
ing, or having a meal at ten o'clock, arises more 
frorahabit than necessity : for if a person break-' 
fast at seven, there caand be any great desire 
for food at ten. But those who are in favour of 
it may say, that they have no relish for food un- 
til ten; but Iben it should partake more of the 
nature of a bteakfast, than what is now in gene*" 
ral use, vis. rich soups, stews, &c. : such highly 
seasoned dkhes never ftdl of heating the sto^ 
maeh to that degree, which will cause uncom* 
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n^Qii tldfsty and a ireqneiit demt for repressiifg^ 
this 9(BDs«tioo^ beoomesy in couTBe of time, kabi- 
tusil 9ieA uoayoidable. We waiil4 advise wa&^ 
ing. abroad ipitil half past seven or eight o*cIoek, 
wJbeQ, we will piesQine, an appetite for break- 
f^ will b^ created; and by dining at four 
o*i)lock| we think the stomach will be sufficient!;^ 
prepared to have a relish for anin&al food. 

By adopting this method, or one similar ta it, 
the digestive orgfans will perform their offiee 
with better sqccess, and bilious complaints wUl 
b« I^s^n^. In the wet season, apartments 
should be kop^ warm enough to counteract the 
dainp air, aiid th^ body should be preserved in 
that state of teqaperature, by h^s^vy clothing, 
as to produce perspiration on using a Uttle exer«> 
ciser During the foggy season, too much atten- 
tion to this role cannot be practised; the air 
during this^ season is strongly impr^tgnated with 
unwholesome vapours, and every ait should be 
eu^ploy^d to purify it ; to efiect this^ iumigatioQ 
should be frequently u&fed in crowded and cmi- 
fined apartments : the post simple we will sup* 
pose to be vinegv, sulj^mr, guinpowder, and 
perhaps tpba^co. . 

_ » 

At Cape-Coast Castle, where there aw inaaj 
apartments^ and some of them con^M^. v^ 
would recommend the practice of Poctor Smithes 
niethod of destroying contagions in crowded 
pliq^c^. It should be used in crowded ware^ 
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houses, at well as rooms, every' week, wlok tkiii 
season of foul vapour oontmues : the proeesa is' 
mmple, and is as follows; viz. Let one or mOM 
pipkins, or small eartben pots, containing' hat 
sand, be procured; into eadi place a smaH 
tea-cup, containing half an ounce of solphnreous 
acid, or oil of vitriol : as soon as the add is well 
heated, add an equal quantity of nitre in fineP 
powder; and the mixture stirred with a glasi' 
rod, or die shank of a fobacco-{iipe, much vapour' 
ascends, which should be conveyed to every part 
of the apartment, the doors and windows of 
which should be closed before the process is be« 
gun. This ftmugation not only abates the ma« 
lignancy of fever atid dysentery, but e£RE»ctnaUy 
stops the progress of infection. We strongly- 
recommend the use of flannel next the skin : it 
is recommended by the Faculty, and by others of 
knowledge aiid iexperience, as a most important 
article of dress, especially in hot climates. We- 
have, however, heard, that the constant use of 
flannel next the skin, in this country, promotes 
cftr encourages an eruption, att^ided with pecu- 
liarly uneasy sensation, called Ihe prufily kettt: 
hi(A we are persuaded, this heat, or emptionf is 
not brought bn by the uite of flannel; fcior is it 
encouraged by it^ This cutaneous disease {if 
we may so imn it) is g^ierally known at ^ne 
particular iljme of t&e year. In ]>eoemb6r and 
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JJUwuttyf inrkeii ^ air is vary dry, ud the bofi^ 
tim ifeoted by its pftrdhmg qualities^ and which 
lyqiure iDora thtti ordiBarily the appitieatioii <^: 
4idiiAl» and th# Qse of ^xercise—lifcewisei more. 
TOfard to tfesmfenacB in Uving than usual, irkh 
QOidiQg kxiitiTe pEftedidne*. 

On the sabjact of flannel, we will quote the 
wtkority of Count Rumfitrd, who has made 
many experiments as to its importanGe.— *^^ It is 
well knowus'' says he^ ^^ that wooflen clothes^ 
filich as flannel^ &c. worn next the skin, greatly, 
gemote insensiUe perspiration: may jhA <his 
arise principally from the strong attraetion which 
sidisists between wool and the watery vapour 
which is continually issuing from the human 
body? That it does not depend entirely on the 
warmth of that coiNering, is clear ; for the same 
degree of warmth produced by wearing more 
dothing of a diffi^rrat kind does mi produce the 
saivie effiaot* The perspiration of tli^ Immui 
body beiug absorbed by a covering c( flannel^ it 
is inuaediately distributed through the whole 
thiidine« of that subrtancct and by that means 
esfAted by a veiy laige surface to be carried off 
by the atmosphere: and the km €i Urn watery 
vapouTi whidi the flannel suMaias on the one^ 
side by er«poratiim» being immedialdy restiH^ 
from the other* in t»nsequence of the strong stm 
tTM^oo b^tK^n the flannel and 1Mb tapo«r» 
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the pores of fke skin are disiiiciimbeKed, and 
they are contiiiually sarromided by a dry and sa* 
liibrious atmosphere;' 

<* It is a mistaken notion/' says he^ <' that it 
is too wami a clothing for summer: I have worn 
it in the hottest climates, and at all seasons of 
the year; and never found the least inconvenience 
from it : it is the warm-bath of perspiration con* 
fined by a linen shirt, wet with sweat; which 
renders the summer^^heat in Southern climates 
inisupportable : but flannel promotes p^rqpirationy 
and favours its evapwation ; and evaporation, as 
is well known, produces positive odd/' 

We have already perliapa obtruded on the 
province of the phyrieian in making unqualified 
r^narks, and deUvermg opinions; but we trust 
the Faculty will excuse our intrusioaiy and im« 
pute it not to anogamse, but an anxious desire 
to render these observations as usi^iil as we pos* 
aiUy can to the Service, and our countrymen ia 
Afirica, We will therefore take the Ubtfty oC 
laying down a very necessafy caution. Persona 
just arrived in the country should be qparing. in 
thehr.^et; and tbey should lefirain from salt 
meat as mnch as possible; their food idiould be 
such as is rasy of digestion; and vegetables and 
acid fimits should be fireely used: their drink, 
whifih should likewise be sparing, to consist of 
mm and water, wine and water, lemonade, &c. 
Spirits Aould be freely diluted with water, and 
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itcidulated eitjter with fime-jolee, or a 
acid. ' ^ 

The body should be kept gently opeh by 
cooling* pirf sic, such as salts, cream of tartar, or 
any other cooling pargative which the surgeon 
of the place may advise : a dose may be taken 
every week for a couple of months, until the 
constitution is a little seasoned to the climate. 
The cold-bath should be used every day, either 
in the fore ar afternoon, and the heat of the sun 
shbtdd be avoided as much as possible. What' 
we have said fespecting relis^^ating shoidd be 
particularly attended to by new-comers. 

The iniportante of having a supply of good 
water, is of the first consideraticm in this coun- 
try. The tanks of the difibrent Ibrts should be 
deanised a%[d white-^Washcfd once a year; and 
^ome lime, o^ charcoal^ thrown info small tanks, 

• 

assist in preserving the water pure. Persons whd 
are constrained to tise pond or river water, would 
dd wdD in having it boiled before it ii put into^ 
the fiUerin^^bne. ,'-.--• 

We will here siety a word or two on filtering- 
art;ones> and'propoise^n improvement thatHvill b^ 
found, perhaps, entitled to some attention. I€ 
is well known, that the method eniployed m' 
cleaning dripstones in this countiy, wears* tU^iii 
very much, and, in course of a few ]^ears,*^by 
become so -porous, that prater passdif Ihratf^* 
thein^ deprived only in a small degree of 'its im«^ 
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ptiiities^*-^ method sagg^ested itself to the writer^ 
of repairing this inconveQience.-~He procmred- 
a leaden pqpe of about tln*^ feet and a half long# i 
and one inch diameter in the bore, and gav^ it 
a curved form; one end of which was six or 
eight' inches longer than the other, and the tUa^ 
meter of the bore a little increased : some coatse 
sand was put into the curved part of the tube, 
and a hole made at the extremity of the short 
end, through which a quill was put. A keg 
was procured, and filled with water, and a small 
cock affixed to it. The water was allowed to 
drip into the longer 'part of the tube ; and, in 
passing through the sand, it was, cleared of its 
impiarities : it was received from the short part of 
the tube perfectly clear. And thus filtration is 
carried on in a very successful manner. The 
tube is generally cleaned once a week, and sup- 
plied with fresh sand. A wooden tube, if made 
tight, will ianswer the purpose ; and an angular 
form will do as well as a cui*ved one. 

bi whatever manner the foregoing rules 
and observations may be considered by tha 
Faculty; by persons long resident in the coini-^ 
try, and by those well acquainted with. Tropi- 
cal countries ; it is presumed, that if they 
are carefully consulted by the young and 
une^l^perienced, for whose guidance they are 
chiefly intended, they will be found useful. 
The writer is actuated by motives of public 
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isrelfare; aiid if Ufi W]die$ to render tliis ixmnix^ 
better adapted to the proqperity of his obnntry- 
meii be confirmed, he will feel highty gratified. 

We have here finidbed a generaF account of 
the Grold^oasty and AaQ commence an examina-* 
tion of those parts contiguous to the English and 
Dutdi settlements ; beginning at ApoUonia. 



CHAPTER III. 

apoi^lonia; x^akb, viixagk erechsb i^ 

it; customs, hankers^ and dispositions 

of ths apoixonians: history. — ^axim. 

* — ancobra river.— hollandia. — dix- 

covb.-r— boutry. — taccorary. suc- 

condre. ^ashanta country. --—cha- 

mah. — commenda. — ^euona. 

Apolhmia. 

The fim fiurt on t]ie windward t»art of ffie 
Gold*eoast is Apollonia. It is about th^ee miles 
eastward of a cape bf that name, and is sitiiated 
oh a spaeious plain, at aboiit <me hundred ^ards 
from the sea« About three miles from the fort 
inland, there U a very fine lake of fresh water, 
that forms the boimdAry of the plain inteAotlyf 
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and may be oompoted at six miles in circam-* 
ference. It is deep, for no bottom was found 
about the centre, with a line of thirty fathoms. 
There is a variety of fish here ; the crocodile, or 
alligator, inhabits it; and a large species of 
snake has been discovered on its banks. 

A small village is erected in this lake; the 
houses are formed on wooden piles; they are se- 
parated from each other, so that every house is 
insulated. The inhabitants form a communica- 
tion by means of canoes, which are generally 
paddled by women. The original inhabitants of 
this village are said to have been composed of 
disaffected and ill-disposed persons, who emi- 
grated from their native country Chamah, a small 
state some distance eastward of ApoUonia, and 
where the Dutch have a fort. It is reported, the 
king at first refused them any indulgence, and 
desired them to depart from his kingdom : they 
however intreated him with much importu- 
nity, and informed him, they were wiHing to 
undergo the meanest office, if he would permit 
them to settle in any part of his country. At 
length, the king allotted to them a small spot of 
ground adjoining to the lake, but told them 
they must not build upon it, but endeavour 
to erect houses in the lake^ so as to be se- 
cluded from his subjects. Necessity thus obliged 
them to exert all the ingenuity and art Aey were 
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XMatetA of; and after much labour, they succeed- 
ed in forming^ comfortable and secure houses of: 
wood, chiefly of the bamboo cane. The inha* 
bitants of this village are careful in retaining 
their primitive language, and have no further in- 
tercourse with the ApoUonians, than a trifling- 
trade wiU admit of; which only consists of fish 
caught in the lake, and for which they get com 
and rice in exchange. Whatever may have be^i« 
their character and disposition, they appear to 
live peaceably and happy. Their situation is fa- 
vourable to tranquillity, as no part. of a family 
can move abroad without some difficulty ; which 
affords no opportunity of using malpractices, and^ 
fearful of incurring the displeasure of the 
king, they must be strict in their behaviour and 
conduct. 

The country of ApoUonia is for the most part 
flat, and abounds with wood and water, but no 
considerable river runs through it. 

There are many small rivers, which form a 
communication in the wet reason, and inundate a 
considerable part of the country : hence it is fa« 
vourable for the production of rice, sugar-cane, 
or whatever requires a wet soil. The natives cul- 
tivate rice, Indian-corn, yams, &c. ; and a bul*. 
bous root called cocOp which is of a globular form, 
and about the size of a small potatoe, but much 
firmer. There is abundance of sugar-cane in the. 
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amEktxf } aa# although tife clilimfiQtr o^ it is not 
much attended to^ - it §^#wt» .to .« goo4 size. The 
cocoa-nijit tree, i$ Vevy .{deatiM iteslr th^ isea; he- 
std^9 which^ tfaoire «re:faor:kiad# of palm-tree to 
l^e Ibirnd in the eoimtry ; the high mid low palm^ 
the datertreet^^ and the i§,n4mM palm. The high 
palm tree grows to the height oltsixty/eighty^ 
ajid an hundred feet ; and from it is^ procured an 
intoxicating liquid, that bedrs the vSame of palm* 
\^ine: it is got by simply making a.holf^ at the 
top of ihp tree ; in which hole th^ey in«{ert a reed, 
amd in a siiort time the li^^PUid flows thrcmgh it, 
and is received into an f^h^n pot, secured £Qit 
that purpose^ The low palm yields; a liquid lil^e- 
wise; but the tree is destroyed.to obtain it. They 
remove the earth from the roots of the tree, and 
bring it to, the ground ; a fire is then, made about 
the centre of^ the tnmk, and when they conceive 
the heat has liquified the sfubstaivpe within it, they 
cut an oblong piece out qC^he.top^to give it vent, 
and also bore a hole, a^d/th^ lifuor. drops gradu* 
ally throug^h it. ^Tb^; wine '^obtained from this 
tree is more »gi;eeahle^ and le^s into:$:icating than 
the high-tree wine. It very seld;^ ,can be tasted 
in its natural statet unless at the tree : for as.it is 
procured only in small quantities, the natives^ 
adulterate it pretty freely. If this liquid be tast- 
ed in its pure and arigmal state^ it wiH be found 
very agreeable, imparting alricfeiess iand delicacy 
of tast^ to the palate, scarcely to be excelled by 
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•ay •rttfieiil liqiiiia wliatevw< V^^ diab t^ 
high pftlm*tofM8» whidi hne ao.b fmc h oB Iml at 
their top^ tnd Ae straight and deader ttemft of 
which eiBQot eapport a ladder, reqiaires eoaie 
agility. The aativet aae a eovt of girth, which 
they.paes rooad Ae tree, and oa wUdi they seat 
themedves; then, widi die aantaace of their 
feet, ead holdiag a rope that is ftstaied to the 
girth in both hands, they force the girth sudden- 
ly upwards, so as to cad^ (he ragged protube- 
rances widi whidi the stem is sladded : by meens 
of these silccessiTe q^rings, the people here readi 
die fa^ <^ the palm and oocoa-nut tree; where, 
still sitting^, they work at their ease either in pro- 
coring the palm-wine, or gathering the cocoa- 
nuts : diey aHowards descend in die ^ame man- 
ner. The wine is not the only {Mmlace of the 
palm-tree ; by healing the leaves, filaments are 
obtained, from whidi they make ropes. They 
are fond of the fruit of die ditf;ei>tree, which is 
smaller than the BgyptiMi date, and is in (act the 
wild date. It grows abondaatly in low moist 
situations, and is generally found near stagnant 
pools. Hie ftn^leafed pabn is likewise fo«nd in 
moist situations: it bears a fruit that yidds an 



* Pidm^wiae will not ksep aeit llMa s km hosts: it j» 
dnmk m a itatc of dhneMesce. Tbt stp of newly fiiUea 
trett will ma witboat dM sppUcation of fire: this ii only 
applied to fofoe out the last reaaisiiig liqtior. 
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uhctttoos sabsitatice of a stroBg firagraiii; imi^H : it 
is not known whether Ihey make use of the fruit ]^ 
of the stem thiey make drums. This fgpedes of 
palm grows to the height of forty or £fty feet^ 
and about five feet in circumference; the leaves 
which project from the summit, in shape sorne^ 
thing like a fan, give it a pretty appearance; 

There is a variety of excellent timber in the 
country 9 capable of being converted to very use- 
ful purposes. The soil of ApoUonia is generally 
good ; . the surface of the low. land is chiefly light 
and sandy for about four or five inches, beneath 
which it is rich clay ; excepting near the Cape, 
there is scarcdy a stone to be seen in the whole 
country. Among the wild animals, the ele* 
phant is sometimes seen in this country. There, 
are numbers of monkeys about the lake, and a 
great variety of birds. Of the domestic animals^ 
the kin^ has a few homed cattle and soine good 
sheep ; but the chief stock of ibe middling class 
is poultry. 

The. s^ breaks with such violence al<»ig the 
coast of ApoUonia, that it cannot be a|^oached 
without the utmost danger. Th^^ are no crieeks, 
nor harbours. The coast is flat and saiidy. 
There .are very few fishermen in thjs coQntry, and 
not many who a^e acquainted vntb the manage* 
ment of canoes ; the surf being so violent^ it de* # 
prives them of the adyantage of going out to sea 
to fidi; h^ those who are acquainted with tlK 



art of peAS&ag cainoes, pa^lblmiiieir bffideVMh 
nmch des^teritjr; ^fh^y ynf&L g6 ofi^ to v^tmfiss ^^ 
cbbvey merchandize on shore tvHh Safety : tAeti^ 
they wish t<r display a prodI of th^r ^ill; ^^f 
cat! conduct a canoe on shore with surpHsting ve* 
l66Jty. They watch the sea when- oin the point of 
breaking, and every man betakes fe^s^tf M st^^r^ 
ing; which is performed by keeping' thfe iat part 
of the paddle parallelto the ctmife, and giving i& 
a quick motion, making neady right aiigl^t ^itfc^ 
the canoe : when they have got tibe canoe on lH^ 
summit of the sea, and when it is ready to break, 
this quick motion of the paddle is discontinue^ 
and it is kept firmly in a paraHel poisation ; wh^tt' 
the banoe flies on shore with grieat rapidity* The^ 
canoe must be kept on a balance, and as ^tringhH 
a course as possible be obs^red; other#ite it 
will overset. 

' Europeans travel iil two ways, either by sea itt 
a eanoef or by land in a hammock. 

Canoes are of different sizes, and paddled b j 
from thre# to twaity-one canoe-men : the smaller- 
sised W6 tisfed for fishing ianA dther pifrpdftes hy 
the ffiaeki») &e Whiles commoAly uAe thdisi^ 
worked by frdm seven^^toli^^ pad<Ses. Soii# 
fteft ia platform m th^ bottom, and 16^ect ah a#hi- 
ing witib curtains ov^r tibe fdn^-parf of this cietnde, 
»wh^re the passengers sit, to protect them fihofiit 
then^n or dew at fi^jlit, and froM l9ie UmI 6f&t6 
9m by day i oflh^ cbiitfeiit ^emselvdl "mik flfr 
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Qiufar^Ba. . Theio canoes are jxittde wt qf nUk'* 
eotton trees, shapedland iMiUawod eut w'likk a.K^ry 
sitepife imttlumat of iron^ like a lar^6 c}Ay^ 
wfcidt amwdrs ekhar m axe or adx^ lEicc^rdjl^ 
to .tie ffhapdof the handle with which it lA ^sfedr 
Some of these trees.are large enough to make a 
<^»fefo paddle with twenty-^oile men, and carry 
ftiir iHuiclieons of liquoi'. The w.ood is soft, add 
easily #brked^ Especially wh^n ^eeu, and alai<]|$t 
as light ail coric when dry- 

AJmnilmmk is made of ii6ttota, somethiag like 
tUoKikited otii-imard slupi bnl; larger 4nd neater} 
gmenttj ba^oiig^ frcnn Braeil by the Fortugu^Sje< 
TUs.is'ida&g'^Ma'bambop p^le about nipQ.fcft^ 
ldbg,.aiiklc«ilf«red by a cloth, in sneb wa.y tha1;^b^ 
ggjTson cairied can either sit up or lie down in it, 
ai)d borne by two men * at a time, either on their 



>i < I wk ^^f^im^m^ I r ^^A^mim^mm^mmmAi^mit^mt^^^^mkmm^mmm^4f^ 



* These men are paid in goads or goM* to about the value 
of five shillings to^ man f<Hr their txifi ; betide whicbi they 
have sabfliMenc^ and liquor* liiis appears but moderate ]^y 
for sucta labotiiHis emplayment ; hi^ ivheii it is, eoasideite^)* 
Aat a Black can be Vietualled'Sumptuiiiusly, agr^eaUy to the 
^fif3tl6m of the country^ i^ tea slnttlngs per months it is toa 
much: and it is^ very probabte, if Borofkans^ at 4 Aituse 
time» should have occasion td bite free labouierft for purpestB 
of cullsvatloto, th^ will regret that ^uich high pay has been, 
^veh to. faammock-nien and canofe men; as:it m^y be uiged 
adjust tb^n as a preeedent for giviag h%h vi^es. If a la- 
bourer in fiurope ^arn as.iAudi ia one day ai wJU keep faifli 
two, he is well satisfied. - 

p2 ' 
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'sboalders or head, rested on a doth rolled romid 
m the same way as our. mUk-maids carry thmi 
paift. To go a distance of twenty*five or Ubirty 
looales, it is nsoal to have six or eight bearers fiv 
each hammock : who relieve each other withont 
stopping ; and two or three more to carry any ne^ 
cessaries, particularly a case of liquor for the pea* 
pie to drink ; without which nothing is done in 
this country. Well supplied with mm, they^vill 
travel at the rate of five miles an hour ^* 

The extent of Apollonia, like that of other mari* 
time states in this country, is inaccurately defined : 
there is no exact ulterior boundary^ ontil we arrive 
at towns and villages, the inhahitants of which 
perhaps acknowledge a distinct authority. It 



* Two or three Europeans tniTelling in this way, with the 
flag of their coontry carried before them, attended by a 
number of stout Black men, almost in a state of nature, 
singing and nmning, make a most wUmsical precession. If 
such a one could be exhibited in England, it would draw the 
pnblio attention from even a cavalcade of the Whip-club; 
and more especially if ttcy could see soch a party received^ 
in m eeremmiaui way at a BladL*town, by the men in their 
war-dresses, capering about and firing their muskets, most 
heavily loaded with povrder, almost in the fiices of theur vi- 
sitors ; for the nearer they fire to you, fbe greater the com- 
pliment ! so that, in fact, a very honourable reception is at- 
tended with a proportionable degree of bodily risk, as it is 
no very uncommon event to have a musket or two burst upon 
the <MscasioB. Th|s pwade^nust be requited by a present of 
liquor and gunpowder. 
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ttrdtchai aliottt one hundred miles along the coast; * 
how iar inland, is not exactly known : it does not,* 
however, exceed twenty miles* 

The natives of this country are generally tall 
and well formed ; thick lips and fiat uoses are. 
not distinguishing features among them. - They, 
are courteous, kind, and hospitaUe, but for the. 
most part reserved in their manners ; which is;, 
occasioned more by the nature of their govenu-, 
ment, than a natural ddsposition* They have the; 
character of being brsive and warlike; indeed^ onv 
many occasions they have confirmed this. Th^ 
are fond of music, and their instruments consist 
of drums, horns, .ai^d fiutes : the drums are of va* 
rious sizes and forms ; the horns are made of th^ 
tusks of young elephants, vdiich go by the nam^ 
of screvelloes ; the sound of their horn iUike that 
of the bugle. The fiutes are made.pf.a large 
reed, open at both ends, with a triangcdar cut ^t 
the mouth-end, and scraped thin to divide the 
wind : they are about four feet long ; the not^ 
produced from these flutes are soft and plaintive^ 
When the king walks publicly abroad, I^ is ge- 
nerally accompanied bjT a full band; and die aim 
temate airs p;*oduced from the horns, ilute^ and 
dbiqis, are by. no means imharmpnious or.inele^ 
irant. 

» The dress of the men consisjts of a piece of 
doth of two or more fathoms, wrapt loosely about 






6^ 

thebod^; dtey likewisei^air a 
the loins. l%e dress of tlie y^rMien h iiiuch fhe*^ 
same as that of the men ; thej Wear bracelets/ 
and neck-^omaments ; some oif them wear on their 
feet brass rings, which are of an oval i^ape, and 
made to encircle the heel, atnd to extend to a^ont 
the middle of the foot : on particular occasions, 
the womm of consequence exchange the brass 
for gold rings. T%ieir houses are made of bam* 
boo, and plastered vnth a strong loamy clay. 
The floors are made of die same sort of clay, and 
are remarkably hard. Their towns and Tillages 
are in general surrounded by a strong fence of 
bamboo cane, irhich secures the 'inhabitants in d 
great measure against the encroachments of wild 
animals. •< 

Of the religion of this country, nothing grati- 
^ng can be said : superstition does not appear to 
reign so triumphantly here as in otherstatesf ; rer^ 
few pretend to profess supernatural powers, if we 
exclude those who claim a knowledge of the heal- 
ihg^rt, and who are encouraged^ by the king. 

The harvest-festival is observed here with par- 
ficular attention ; atid it is customary, on this oc- 
casion, for the governor of the fort to entertain 
the principal men with a dinner : during this fes^ 
tival, which continues for a week, mirth and 
good-humour aiie diffused among the people. 

The government of this country is solely i& 
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th^ hhn&s at the kiti^. He hears, tnesi aMi 
ipasfses judgment/'witliotrt the opinion of any of 
his subjects, excepting when the accused is a 
great personage ; but in this case, a man of con- 
sequence seldom appears as a criminal before the 
king. If he be- guilty of a crime, ojr if he itocur 
the kiiig^B displeasure, a message is sent to him, 
importing the necessity of proving his innocence ; 
"which is generally complied with, and he is tried 
agreeably to the ordeal of the country, which 
seldom fails of its intended purpose. This trial 
consii^ts of administering the bark of a tree deemed 
poisoncms, and other substances, mixed in watei^ ; 
which, if retained oh the stomadi, generally 
pnnres fetal ; if it be rejected, it confirms the io- 
nocence of the person. The king himself sees 
this potion prepared, if he be resolved if ^sImH 
hsive effietet; aiid he soimelimesr sees it gived. 
This is an efficacious n^tibed, ^t the same tk&e 
Mtisfectory to the public^ 6f dispoinng of a 
man no longer a favourite^ of v^ho may have haii 
evil designs against the king : foi^liie superstition 
of the counti^ is such, IkAt if the man die in 
consequetice of this trial, he tousf have been 
guiKy. The innocent cann6f be injured by it« 
The pufhishments inflicted on the commonalty 
»e, beheaditig, burying aKt^, and placing the 
person in a deep pit, and leaving him there to 
perisk The kings of Apollonia support aiiarm-* 
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c^. forc^^of about CM thousand men; a&d everj 
Ijifm of CQUioqueaGe is dblig^ to fiimisb a quota 
jpf rneu and.money, when the king goes to war* 

The hi^toiy of this small kingdom is preserved 
poly by tradition^ and in course is involved in 
ippch. obspiirity and uncertainty. We know no* 
thing of it anterior to the reign of king Amoni* 
Jiier: and when the Dutdh were inclined to 
settle in the countryy that king was not willing to 
favour theii; inclination; which caused a war. 

The Dutch crossed Ancobra river, which forms 
the eastern boundary of ApolI<mia, with a consi«- 
derable force, Suropeans as weU as native9, with 
a few artillery ;. and were soon opposed by liie 
ApoHoniaiMi, at the head of whom was the king, 
A battle was fought, which t^minated with ih^ 
jdefeat of the invaders, who were oblig^ to re- 
WQSfi the river with precipiti^icm, leaving behind 
ih^jsa tMr l&el^piepes, which (it is repo;rted) aie 
.{carefully pres^^ed, by Amonihier's snccessoss, as 
A^trophy of |;bi8:Vi6tpry. Some time after this, 
.tb^ Bcyx^b made preparations for aioother invasion, 
whicl^ induced tl)e ki^ to invito the English, as 
a 9iore $ert%iii security against the encroach* 
ments of tjbLe^Dutc^. The invitation was accept^ 
;ed,.m^ a sinail ^fprt was, at a conaiderable ex* 
jpmcef erected ; since which period, we have conii^ 
qiand^ the trade of this country^ There ar^ 
.pfi^ny extraordipary a.ccounts preserved Qf tbi? 
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pmon ; «H of which give him Ate chMstUt of 
be.vingjbeeii a man of great spirit and resoluticm, 
but addicted to tyranny. The following is par* 
ticulwly recorded of him, and will give a pretty 
clear sketch of his general disposition. 

A leopard had committed many depredations 
in t|ie; neighbourhood of tibe king's residence; and 
although every vigilance was practised, and many 
methods employed to destroy him, yet by his ex«- 
traordinary sagacity he eluded them all: at length 
the king, wearied with the caution of the animal^, 
and enraged at the ravages . he committed, sum« 
moned the principal men before him, and told 
them that he had come to the resolution of securing 
the animal, even at the risk of half of his sub* 
jects ; and gave orders, that the thicket where 
the animal kept concealed should be surrounded, 
and that he should be brought to him alive I This 
^^traordinary order was obeyed, and the animal 
secured, but not without the loss of life to some, 
and mortal wounds and severe laceration being 
inflicted upon othei^. - The king, notwithstandr 
ing, was highly pieasedin seeing the animal in 
his possession, and caused a post to be driven in a 
yard, to whidi the beast was secured. On par- 
ticular days, and when suirounded by his chief 
subjects, he foiled not to address the animal, in 
a manner demonstratjlTe of his power and author 
rity^ and to extol hia supremacy over every thing 
^ his kingdom* 
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* Upott'^ Af^^ of icaiomiiier/ tli# gorisnif 
«ttmt d( die kiiigHi^m devolved 0& ai mttk ttaiMil 
^Miie, ivho incited all the despotic dii^Mi«- 
tioti <>f his predecessoF, without faas Itt^arery or 
martial spirit. In thd early part of tl^ kiag^s 
reign,' he was guilty of many cmeltiet^, wUch 
tiehdered him odious to his subjects, and tf it had 
l^t been, ^^ an extraordiqaiy ciretttnManee 
iiappi^nedof tt^bmeatio nature, wfaioh effiBCtoaU^ 
changed his disposition, in all prol^ability \ik 
would have fallen a i4ctiin to* his tjoramiieal 
spiiit. - A^ongHie children ^i^ \ii^e bpra tothi 
king about this period, were thr^e, deaf and 
dumb; which siu|»ri2ed hkn considerably j ^»A 
every person who was considered to posMss d^^ 
common knowledge, Was consnked Vei^^cting 
the cirase of ^is singular event. AA^r variouti^ 
vag%ie and ambiguous opinions, sem^^of rae most 
(^mmng and politic among them upproadied ^ 
king and said, that if he would net be disf^Ieas^dl 
$t what they had to relaiei they would unfold t^ 
cause of this misfortune. After an assurahee 
that the king woidd Hot be ofifended witH thitn, 
<hey said,^ That this misfortune' W^ a {mnish^ 
« m0nt infijcted by ibe Fetish, for hit cruelties 
'^ and rigorous ge^temineM } And 1iiatt>ther' cAhi«* 
*■ mi^es of a teavier natutii would liappea «d 
*'hiB^, if he did not act in amflder miAitecr'to 
^ his subjects.*' This decIaratSbh had Ae^^^^ 
/or effect on the king. He now beeattite ttuffi 
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aiid merdfei ; and on all occasions eohrahed im 
men of Consequence^ before he exettad his antho* 
rity. H6 was afterwards as much bekrred as'he 
bad before been abhorred; and diec| m JmnBf 
1801, regretted -by his subjects. ' 

It may not be deemed sapevflubus here to re- 
maik, that whenever this kingf appeared publicly 
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abroad, be took care to confirm' to his sttlijeets tlie 
prooik of his r^rmatiqn* On those occamiis, 
his flutes, homd, and drums, preceded him, and 
his executioners with th^ii^ emblems of office <re« 
versed. ' These men were usually habited in a 
grotes({U0 nfianner : on their heads wsbi a sort of 
hdmef, to which was affiled a buming limip. 
Tbey were msfarucled, after extoUingf' the virtae# 
of ^e king, to conclude with a discourse on <&e 
uncertainty of future existence, and a recom* 
meiidation to good actions, which ended with 
words shnilar to the followiag : ^* We are mgh<{ 
and day on the watch, to behold a king at power- 
fol as Quailn^; iii vain do we watch forhim; there 
is no man eo great or so merciful : yet be mtttt 
die r* These last words were attended with an 
air peculiarly solemn. Whether this num ^wm 
governed by superstition, policy, or tewlcniey^ of 
heart,'' we eaanbt decide : but we are inlotiBied 
by persons who were well acquainfed viofh him^ 
that he was humane and benevolent, and pos^ 
9essed a delicacy of manners rarely to fee'itmnd 
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in a persob omther acquainted with the chities of 
true religiittif not . the rales of civilized society. 
. Acccardiog to fhe right of succession in this, 
country, (which devolves on the sister's son,); 
there was no lawful heir to the kingdom. The 
cddest s<Hi of Qu^shie was however considered 
the most fit person to succeed. But when 
the elders of the people and men of conse- 
quence jEussemhled to appoint him, a division 
arose, at the head .of which was his brother, 
who had the ambition to aspire to the chief 
authority by force of arms. The majority, 
of the people became alarmed, and prq^ared to 
reqst the ambitious views of this man, whose 
name was Annahoma. His ccmfederates seor^y 
withdrew, and the armed force he commanded, 
and whidi formed his father's body-guard, like- 
wise foiBook him. Thus impeded and disap- 
pointed, he became desperate, and, after destroy- 
ing his wives sind children, he shot himself; or, 
as some persons will have it, he compdled one ^ 
his sona to commit the act. The c<mduct mi 
fate of Apnahwia brought upon the rconainder 
of Quashie's. children the indignatipn of the 
pe<^le.; and in a short time the whole were de- 
stroyed, eseeptiDg the two dumb cluldren, (imA 
of wiiom died previous to this circumstance,) who 
were consif{ered incapable of destroying the 
tranquUMty of the. kingdom; the goveinment of 
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which was now given to an dLA man; who 
being too feeble to discharge his duties, his 
brother was appointed regent. He is now kuig, 
and has the character of possessing a good diare 
of political sagacity. He is fond of war, and 
has lately extended his kingdom. 

The trade of ApoUonia consists of gold, ivory, 
palm-oil, pepper, and soine rice. The gold-trade 
is sometimes considerable : the articles given in 
exchange, are gnn-powderj, Brazil tobacco, lead, 
iron, guns, India and some British cotton-manu- 
facture. The trader is perfectly secure in this 
country : he meets with no impositions, nor exr 
»c6oZ, h» p^.pert; i. in... d».ger. ..d hi, 
person is considered sacred. It is usual for every 
trader to give the king an annual gift, and, pre- 
vious to his commencing trade, a regulated cus- 
tom is paid ; after which, he is at liberty to trade 
to any extent. 

Axim. 

After leaving ApoUonia, the next settlement 
we come to is Dutch. It is situated in a country 
call^ Aximj which forms part of the rich, ex- 
tensive^ and fertile country pf Ashantah. It is a 
compact fort, built by the Portuguese, and called 
Fort Anthony, It stands upon a promontory that 
forms the most western part of Cape Three 
Points. It is about ten leagxies East frrai fort 
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Ap6lloniii^ and! abdut t\;^d tttile» fipom Hie riv« 
Ancobra:. . t . ; 

Fert Ant&ony is most^^eeably sitaalfed on ai 
eminence, and in a <^ommmiding' position t tke 
landing here is pei*feetly safe ; 1^^t» miiy ap* 
proach, and, during the diy seas^b, n&ay b^ 
beached without dangar. 

We now enter a couritty in many. i^eg;ped»'difr 
ferent from that we have left. It is more Mly> 
more T<roody ; the soil is richer, bftt thecounfry is 
not watered so welF^as Apolloma. Thb Oiilchv 
who are remarkable for horticoltnr^, have an'^ex^ 
cellent gwd^ti here, whifeh podaceil an abuttdtoal 
supply of fruits and vegetables, ' ' 

Aneobru Bwer. . 

The entrance to Ancobra river is so obstructed 
by rocks, that even canoes cannot get into it, ex- 
cepting when the sea is remarkably 'tranquil: it 
is not a river of any considerable magnitude; it 
is deep, but not broad, and is supposed to run 
through a good extent of country. From^its neaae, 
it might be supposed, that it abounds with snakes: 
but, probably, the serpentine forni of die - river 
induced the Portuguese to call it Rib Aiicoberi 
^e French built a fort on the right bank of tW* 
river, and at about fifty miles froth its Aovfthi 
where they had a great goId«^tra(}e, that soori ex- 
cited the jealousy of the Duteh^ wfa^ expelled 
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tlM»r dM Dufchi: how0T^; 4id m% loilg enjoy 
this acquisition ; for, the chief. ^ emfarc^l^d wiiih 
the natives, and betook hinouself to the desperate 
remedy of blowing op the fort, with himself and 
gariri8on» and a imiil6r<>(u» body of the naM^^ies, 
wham, it is. treported»^hel had invited, under a pre- 
tence of sdktliiig the di^wie. . 

. ■ ' * ..... . ' 

Hollaiidia. 

About ^ few leagues from Fort AnthcH^y^ we 
coine to th^ jwns of a fort, f^tannerly oalleid Fort 
Koyal FiMericksburg : it Wai buiU^ with twp 
sBMlIerfwts on tiiis coast, by a company, ealledf 
the Bfandenburg Company, ait the head of ^bi<^' 
was Frederick<fWiIlkHn, D<ik6 of Bpandenbuf g j. 
and were sold to the Dutch West-India Company 
for 80,000/. by the Duke's son, Frederick-Wil- 
liam, the fiyst king of Prussia. The naliveiiof. 
this (Alice were niiwiffiflgf to admit the Dntch, and 
the eMnmainder of ForC Royal approved of theiR 
dengns ; in consequence of which, the Bub^ 
W^e ciblig^^ to lay iriege to the fort r and, aHecf 
a desperaite teeistanee, they got possession of it ; 
bul trere constrained to grant favourable termtf 
to the cominAndei^ and his garrison, who mardi-4 
ed out with all the honours of war, taking with 
them their private property. When the Dutch 
became masters of this place, they called it HoU 
hnMi^ tndly cotti^ving thb expence ef nq^bg 
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the injuries it received during the liege too great, 
allowed it to decay. 

JDu? Cave. 

Three leagues from Hollandia, is situated a 
small settlement, likewise belonging to the Dutch, 
called Accoda : ind three leagues further on, we 
come to Dix Cove^ where the British have a small 
but strong and compact fort. 

It is advantageously situated at the entrance of 
a small cove, which will admit vessels of thirty^ 
or forty tons at high water. Thie tdiannel is. 
narrow, but safe, and capable of being so far im- 
ptoved^ as to admit vessebof one hundred toM 
and upwards, at a trifling expence. 

Bonify. 

About three miles from Bix Cove we comie to 
a place called Boutryf where the Dutch have a 
small fort, which, with Accoda and HoUandia, 
formerly belonged to the Braiid)^burg Com^. 
pany. This fort, as well as all the Dutch forts 
and settlements, stands on an eminence, and cotn*. 
mauds an i^reeable pro^>ect. Beneath the fwt 
runs a smaU river, which cpuld be made navigable 
for small craft, some distance inland. 

Taccorary. 
Three leagues eitstward from this place is. 
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another Butch settlement called Taccorary j near 
to which is likewise a rivers There is a danger- 
pus reef of rocks, that stretches • two or three 
mil^s from this place, which should be carefully 
Avoided : part of the reef is dry at low water. 

Succondee. 

Ahout four miles from Taccorary, we come to 
Succondee ; where the Dutch have a respectable 
fort, and the British a settlement. We had for^ 
merly a fort here ; but it was destroyjed by the 
French in the American war. The Dutch is 
called Oransfe Fort : it is situated on a . rock, 
suflgjqiently elevated above the sea. ^ The landing 
here is safe; and there Js a convenient bay for 
small craft to anchor in. 

We have now attained the ^xtnemity of the 
Ahanta country ; and it is undoubtedly, in, every 
aspect, the richest on the Gol^-coast. Its coast has 
many convenient creeks and harbours ; which is an 
advantage Apollonia is deprived of. It abounds 
with many kinds of excellent timber ; one of 
which is not much inferior .to mahogany, and, in 
the hands of. good workmen,, could be made 
e(]aa}ly useful, and perhaps as valuable. 
. In gen^l„ this country is well' planted ; the 
soil j? adapted to every sort of Tropical produce^ 
^vA the natives ^may be considered the most in*- 
dugjtriQWs in the country. Every man of conse* 
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qu^ce in lb6 different towns oh the coast, has hi* 
coiiiiiry-residence and platitations. It has M&e 
g6ld*niiiie^ ; bni they are in general kept cbn- 
ii^dAf is Petah is put upon them ; which pro- 
hibits the iowef order firom getting intimately ac" 
qnainted with that, which would deprive them of 
their agricultural employments, and introduce a 
hfe of idlene^ and debauchery among them. 
Th^ Ahanla cdunby fetches further inland than 
ApdDonia, dnd is bounded by the Warsaw and 
iMnkard cbuntHei^. The former is goVem^by 
uvd ^eti(m»f Vhd are in tome ilieasure indepen* 
deiit of each other in their govlsrhmeni ; but in 
Mkt^ ii^ctM tfiey ate united. The latti^ is a 
iihail kin^dbtti, tributary to the king of Ashant^^. 
Both these countries abound With gold : tfai^ IXxi^ 
&ata §oId ii the purest we meet ivith. 

Atth(m|ti4king ii acknowledge in the Aha^^ 
id cbdhtry, yet his power i^ limited 1 ind^, thtt 
^ovbmni^ht is left to the regulation of VtSb diflfer- 
eht hiead-then. The king & nieV^ consults, 
iihl&$k in cases of great cohs^quinc^. Ih 
genend, iSie people are well ^spdsed; diey va'e 
iftA tinder such restrictions ks the Aik)lfemaiis, 
and are therefore more free in their tfra!6tk^ atfil 
conversation J but are lesli courteous ictid polite^ 
and not so liospitable. Many abofhihicbte ^if^ 
Aces ehcouAged in the Failitee a'nd A^i|^b<Mirftig 
countriesr, are not tolerated here : We Mora )i^ 
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of disputes amongst them, and fiuropeans are 
considered with respect, provided their behaviour 
merits it 

The vegetable productions of this country are 
in general to be had in great plenty ;. and in 
seasons of scarcity, the inhabitants can supply 
their neighbours with the fruits of their labour 
and uidustry. They never know what it is to be 
distressed for com, yams, &c« so attentive are 
they to agriculture. The sugarcane grows to a 
great size in this country, and is much used, par«* 
ticutarly by the women, who are fond of masttr 
eating it : it afiEbrds an agreeaUe and refimdtfng 
juice, which is considered wholesome. The palm^ 
tree is very abundant, and supplies the natives 
with plenty of wine and oil : the latter is i^ocqtred 
by beating the frait in a hollow wooden cylinder 
until.it is itnd from its eatemal and Qnetuoui 
partft; water is then added to liquify and i^pa^i 
nte the oil, which soon eotledts at the sorfisice, 
and as careAdly ddmmed off« FalnaHkil, when 
eaten fredi, (aad it is very seldom used as an aiw 
tiele4>f diet but when in a frpah state,) is ddieate 
and wlmlesoiBe, and is as difierent irom the paluk 
oil iinported into Sngland, as rancid bvtter is 
Ipom firesk It is innrariahly used by tiie natives 
in all Aeir Wishes. The kevndi contams a hard, 
foipy substance, which is roasted and eometunes 
eaten by dm women, who consider it fwounkk 
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to strength and corpulency. The wom^n here^ 
as well as in every part of the coast, ane throoghi- 
out the day in a continued state of employment; 
for even those who are above the drudgery of 
household affairs, . find ample employment in re* 
gulating the concerns of the family, and in decor 
tating their persons. The men of moderate cir* 
ciimstances lead a life of happiness and plenty. 
Their dress is the same as that of the Apolloni^ 
jstns : and their manners and customs are similar. 
No p^art of the Gold-coast is more favourable for 
improvement thau the Ahanta country. The na- 
tirea »re disposed to agricukiire, and trauquiUity. 
The planters would meet witk encouragement, 
and would not be so exposed to phmder and in- 
iul^ as in x)tfaer states. The Dutehhave the ad- 
vantage of us^^as to numbers ^fid situation of their 
vetdenents-in this oonintry y and uideed we .may 
odd/ that throughout the fiold^oast, the advan* 
i»%<^t& i!itoation:is&. clearly observable to bein&* 
.Tour of. that nation. Their settlements i^^ on 
dbvated sitaationv ^nd generally • near riven ; 
9rhkbisjof gi^eal impbiiaiijce in all Tropical coua- 
tries. : The .onlyifort we hav^ in the AJJR&iita 
gs)uatry> is Dix-cove ; a situation remarkably fa«* 
ypurable towards culiiv3i.ti0n and other improve- 
ments. About eight miksL inland, we hear of a 
tmall river that is never dry, aqd the only one 
that may be said to belong to this place. TJbem 
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it aBundaocc of excellent timber, and lime-stoiiie 
may be )iad in sufficient quantity for building. 
Indeed, this place might be vastly improved al 
!«(» expence than any situation in the country. 

The cove might be made accessible to vessek 
of small burthen, and sufficiently commodious for 
three or four vessels to float in, in safety. The 
tsice of the country appears invariably hills and 
dales : but when we advance a little inland, the 
country leaves this uniformity; we see a. good 
deal of flat land, bounded by small hills travmed 
with lofty trees ; which sufficiently proves the 
richness of the soil. 

We will now take leave of the Ahanta coun* 
try, and proceed towards statesr where the inha- 
bitants are less disposed to agriculture, -and more 
inclined' to vice and idleness. 

Chamak* 

About three leag^s from Succondee, we come 
to Chamah ; where the Dutch, have a small ibrt, 
called Sebastian ; it Ls said, this fort was built b¥ 
the French; but it is. more probable that it wa^ 
built by the Portuguese, as, being the first i^tt^ii^ 
they no doubt availed themselves of this important 
situation, being contiguous to the largest nveiFoii 
the 6old*coast, 'and partdkihg^ of other advan- 
tages. The French very likely" dislodged ihg 
Portuguese ; and the Dutch perhaps dispo^Ki;@i|S|$d 



Ato Wmm^ : %e ^ to ft miL% ike fVfeMJi if^r^ 
ik pdMesisilm of it, InM; fiMr wbit Ittigtii df lime is 
ftfttiurMrately kfiotirft. ^Kie fVefieh fthips b(Dm^ 
to Whktab tod otlifer pnttB df t3ie SktteK^d^^ 
^nHtb ivtpphkd hen mUti eandes land eauae-me^ * ; 
HteWi£« ^im^ water abd ptcftisiotis. Thd ]^>rta* 
^«se fiMdd tk^ advati^gtetif this iBd;tt^iii^nl For 
1^ l&fe paf{it)iste; bttt bb'^^ f air dug Dtftch faaVB 
Me^ftefitiefl by tfaSs sftuation, % ndt i¥e]l kno^n^ : act 
M^^nt, iSbiey dferivte bcit liVde advantage fiiDtn it. 
¥ir% feilitatift ))tit ieviiitee a IHtte iKirpris^, iSiat a 
tetiM "trho tnrfe iMtefaikabb for embradng every 
means of improvement whenee prafit 'CoxAA be 
d^'v^, AtufAA be indifferMft to, t>r not per* 
t^e^, lAie btehefite th^t vrtonNt doiAltle^ anse^by 
ithplkiN^ %Ws ^fttrattbto. ^ 

The river is abotft "a tnile from the fort ; bot 
the entrance to it is choaked by rocks and sand- 
banks : what course it takes, is not known. The 
^ «ii^es areindiffettent «id veiy iiAiceorato in «ieir 
lebttuhtitiifcaitidns on ihat%ead. Inhere is anii^fend 
ttd it, Wtio i^^t distance (wie vdO ^^nppose'fhree 
^fcmritlilesfrMntfie^a), Ibatbasbeen an tb- 
jMt 6f jealbtisy f dr ttiMny years between ihe 
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, ^ Sliipi bcMuoDid to tbc kewafd mat fomerly Anslaici, 
wtre oblified to get (fiaiyoes and iMo oaihe Gold-coast, as 
"tfie natifes of ibat ^oast in. general do not use eanoes, esr^ept 
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Ohaiaalis mA Ww»ws: the lattw vtfi nqw in 
posKMOon J9( it The b»i^ of the iHver are 
liiie4Bdlh an ekiri>enuioe of timber; and as there 
are no conaidaEaUe bigk lands observable at the 
rear of this cpimtryt die river doubtless rno^ 
through .{dains, which, from thetnoisture tb^y rer 
aive, must be s^Nmdantly fertile. The impor* 
lance of exploring diis river wiU appef^r evident 
to every person acquainted with llie couplbry* 
Mlhan^ like people here, live so contiguous fta 
the inhabitants of ;the AJbanta cojuoitry, (bfy 4p 
not partake of their mild disposition andpeacer 
able chacaober. 

Vhe Ghanudis are a lurbnlent feracionis ]ieop 
pie, addicted to quanic^ and palaviers. Thejf 
constandy make it a.praictice to seisee and midU 
.treat Europeans witibout lUegard, or diatinqtian, 
fqr injuries or real pfiences^ supposed. or aptoaljiy 
committed by others of the native^ towards dmn : 
and we lament to say, the ]SritJ9ih h^re hem^ the 
gMfitest sufferecs. From delicacy, and lor ti» 
sake of the nationil ch^araeter, we yiU .reA^ 
irom entering ii^ ii» partioidaisst of fivofi^ qom^ 
miited ^ ilhis place tgfimtoytr ^^mfifyfim^ 

Cammenda. 

, About toight miles from Chamah we jcome to 
CbmmmdSfi. ^ere liie Sritisb and D«teh kal^ 
setdemebts. I^e British ^fovt was "vary respect- 
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ftble; bttt bei&g built of bad matferiaby it is nb^ * 
almost in ruins. The Batch fort was redoeed 
in the American war : port of it is standing, and 
continues to be possessed by that nation. .The 
Portuguese vessels froiti Braxilsy bound to the 
leeward ' coast, generally call hete for canoes 
and canoe-men, and are' sure to be supplied* 
The people here gain their livelihood in this 
•way, and meet with every encourageinent. One 
«o( these canoes is usually paddled by seventeen, 
nmeteen^ or twenty-^ne men. ' 'Hiey carry two 
supei^merarii^s, who ^are cialled boatswains, or 
pilots ; and they are in some measure answer* 
«Ue iSmr the * cbnduct of the' canoe-men/ > The 
foccess of^a vbyftge^much depends ion die exer* 
H&cns of these -^edpk; '<b^ mre«tberrfoie mdl 
fuiAy and treated witii kindness and liberality : 
«jaeh plirMn cleats about ten pbmids * by his trip ; 
'blit-'^eibre he retunis to his native town, he is 
^i^dto^er of losing' the whole of it. T9ie canoe 
i^%1fv^n'thifem to retilm hotae, and they: ^pose 
df It'fori^ght or^niM^'pounds. 
^* The ]>^le' of HAfis town^ are so occupied in 
tfaese^^mplbytiac^t^; that agtic^ture is toegleeted 
by them ; but the inhabitants of the adjacent 
villages inland, attend to ci|]tivation. Yams are 
produced in this country in great quantities ; 
wl^eh.f>cP^etJJb.»ch»^;of liie aoAi wogd is 
prokoM iSi i^oAto^fK, atod of n good quali^ ; 
f^ii>^r9iM¥>«pap^i9ty:pf:wiiterr.r Tl^ character 
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ii'^hme peojple- bears (some resenifolaiiee to that 
tif 4^boie last: mentioned : they are fond of palar 
Jin^^ aiid'are continually embrgiled: in disputes 
AFi^ the Chamahs ; against whom there appears 
j(o be 'a never-ceanng dimity. Although the 
Cwiiaefida people undergo a vast dpal of labour, 
faitgue, and danger, in acquiiang a hyelthood m 
lhe.Biaiiner I have described; y^, ihe.mommt 
th^ get hcane after a voyage, they eoioixienee 
regaimgi themsdves with the profits of their 
labour, and it is wcm expended in ever y./specaesi of 
excess* ./"'.. 

. • / r - Elmifut.. . -- 

' ■ ■ " . ' 

Abont nine miles from Commaida, is situated 

•the Castle of St. C^eorge Bd Mina, the head- 

.quiarters:of the Dutch »ettle|nents in this qoimtry, 

.and the most respectable fortress on the ,6<dd- 

coast; 't li i$ of :a t^adrangular form, surrounded 

wdtth J«^h walls, and, excepting some small sia- 

hittBg gmab, mounted with brass .ordnance. 

t-: Elminth^s if; is commonly, called, is s<^ated on^a 

peninsula, formed by a small river, which runs 

^no$Mif'> fiai^lel with the sea ; o^^^ whidb is a 

?^bri0|(e .conitwcte<i lOf stoni^f asi^wpod* Thens 

:ftM;'twrQii>pM»agfs(; leading ;m|o th4 cm^i the 

*j|pjiQei^al dne^isrfroiii^ the town, wher#^h^: entitle 

cuhMrm^thiiiiedliky/a'double diteli, tiyeir wjb^iai^ 

two draw*bridges ; the other is adjoining :^;ri« 

fw, whore is It wmH* gatc^ <a^ an idevittion of 



idMHtwdve tut, to «rliick mm Memd fs tenad 

bjr flpeaas <if « «tep^4adder. TIma pMsayt cpciit 

to a large yard» mh&te die mweyiMr and iiin de^ 

fMty iMtira apartmeiito^ aa# the Aiiiwwit utifiMie 

their modk^of^. As we preeeed through 

another gate, and along a nutiqpi»t, we ^ansk^m el; 

Hie piihcipal eutnuice, where, fifter )Mmiig 4>7er 

two drawbridges, is a gnard^eeoai, wherem a 

eei|feent*s guard is eontinmdly m waking* ^Shis 

qpens to^ iqterior of die hudUing, in whieh is 

a qpadQUs.eenrt, of die fmm of an oblong-«q^9raa: 

here the wardiouse-keeper has apartments and 

store-houses, and here too die sohlier^ parade. 

On ascending some stops on the left, two very 

long and light iNrass eannens nu^ibecdbionred on 

^dieiigfat, whieh aM ossfd only en partieidar ae- 

f^mnM. Atthe top of dieseeteps <ig a postiep, 

where 4wo centinek do dnbf iJusiog die daaf. 

Bssskig thkieagh a niuvow eptvance, a flig^of 

^xndar «teps leadstp aqpaeioas hoH, where eem- 

plainta are examined and jasdoe adrnhMteeed. 

il^sttiing to >dMs is .another hail, ^ihemdiego- 

impnor aadhisofieeisusttaUy^faie. ISieprivalis 

Apartments ailettod^r die goremfiraK cfmsno- 

'4Amb and airy, and ^in every resjpeet anit^M e to 

^ laidc/ The aptttonento of dia a(fl|cers arain 

'^^fenerai ^cenfined, and an daprimd 4if %>ift^ a4« 

-iaisiaen of ^, kjAe ^higfa -indls whio^ landose 

'^^neaa* 
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s^tllledliereml481. Ilieyfilcewisebiiiltfttowtt^ 
iSbe hcmaes of vihidi were of stone, and a dnincAu 
9he present town is large, and rentatkably dkiy ; 
some of tke bouses are bnSt of stone, and are 
connected in a confused manner. The rrver, ai« 
fliOQgli small, wiU admit vessdb of one hundred 
tons hnrthen at high Water; and th^ may lead 
and unload tmder the walls of the castle ; wUdk 
IB animpQitant eonvenienee, inasmuch as siq^plies 
may be Atrown into the eastib without mudi 
Imzard on the event ef tin attack. 

The Doteh made an easy concpieirt of this plone 
m 1887 ; imd, to strengthen thesMelves more ^th 
imrely, th^ hnflt ft ^rt en an eminenee sbinlt 
mnslket^het from the easile, and named it^ovt 
<!!onraad!iburg, or fit. S^o^i ^^Vhich adds coQst- 
niefflMy to Ibe i^^ngtfi of Bbmna, and may*he 
considered die ikey to it 'fidrangers, particidarfy 
Siiticli, UN pfrohibitod '^sffing ^fkk fort. Dusring 
-Ae ooffimand^ efato ^fo^resnor, thi& prol^bMdon 
%us net rigidly uMended to, and <iie Ehiglidi 
mere ift 4%erty <o we it. How far tiiis ^^was 
ugroedMe ?to 4lie pcttioy (If ibe Dutdh, ^or htm^tr 
4twa8 prudmit, we wiH nut w tlnstplaee attemfM; 
to decide: but it is obvious, Hktaliiie ^neaUe 
ytfto *ef ^s ihtt m m Ui harfuiremainod eonoealed, 
-amhthesgi^eiiid jopnmn of4he irtrengAofiitlmse 
cfMHttmed^mcoiitrBdidled. *9!liis:gMtlsnanMmi* 
t fe di red 4t m ^strong piaee : 4)U!t ^Us '^^MieMssors 
Htefl, ^otfbfless, ta liMfemft oiiiMtt40f dt; ofifiHh 
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was o^e cause most Ukelj, why stra^erl were 
not allowed to gp into it., . The. fort is sqitsare, 
with double bastions and cnrts^ns, but they ai]p 
by no means proportionate. The, external 
walls are low; and the space between them^ 
and what may be properly called tl(^ fort, and 
the covered way^ is so narrow^ that cancan 
cannot be used with mudi adva^t^ge; n<ei^er 
can musketry be employed withput^exppsing. th^ 
garrison to the assailants : besid^ thiS' di^advan- 
tage, the cannon of the ramparts, may be turned 
against die fort with greint effect. Notwifhstand* 
ing these defects^ a respectable English foijrea was 
reptilsed here, in 1781. It is reportedf that four 
or five hundred men, soldiers and sailors, weot 
against it under the command of Caption MaiV 
kenzie ; and the castle of Elmina was cannon- 
aded at tibe same time by a fifty^^groti ship, and a 
sloop of wai% under the command of Commodore 
Shirley. It is said, there ww no cordial co*ope- 
ration among the commanders: howoYer this 
might have been, it is clear the attack was not 
planned with judgment : but to compensate fer 
the failure, the Dutch &rts at Commenda and 
'Accira were reduced. 

, ; The castle of Elmina, and places contignaus 
^it, if we exclude the town, hai^ the applear* 
• ance of neatness and reg^arity * The garden, 
^ which b eifteivlive, and usually k<f>t w^ plantecl, 
rbfibrds an .agteei^ rfrtarMu^nl, and is prod**- 
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tive t>f- moeh 'amasement and recreation to the 
officers. 

There is a school established here for the eda- 
oation of children of both sexes^ and of every 
distinclion, supported by Habscriptibn ; but of ktte 
yeacs it has not been maintained on so extaasive a 
scale as formerly. About hall a mile' from the 
castle, and on a line with the garden, there is a 
?eiy decent Jbiunal-^rooBd, m the centre of which 
is a neat and appropriate piece of ard^tectiire^ 
desi|^ed as a .repository for deceased officers of 
rank. Within the walls of the castle therie is.a 
chapel, in which divine worship is regularly per^ 
formed. 

When the Dutch West^India Company was in 
a prosperous state, their establishment in this 
country was very respectable : it* consisted of a 
military and civil department. The govemor«*in^ 
chief had the rank of general; and subordin^ite 
to him, in the military line, were a captain and 
lieutenant of artillery, two captains of infantry 
(one of whom was usually enthirted with tii« 
command of Foi*t Conraadsburg), and subaitern . 
officeiRs with a respectable body of inen. In the 
civil department was a director-general, a fiscial, 
secretary; accomptdnt, warehouse-'ke^ier, survey^*' 
or, Sec. &c. ISie establishment now^ b. much re* 
^hiced ; it i^ however, more respedbabfe than whali 
Blight be tapedtedi from the general state of 
tlungtk: li«su|(pQrta nei^dy one hundred and fi%r 
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soldiers^ and aboat auie Iraadrad dttrw; Mme of 
them excellent artificers. With the establighmeot 
the Dutbfa formeHy had^ were combinad imiGh 
ostentation, avarice^ and emniation for trade. 
I%ey diligendy stodied, and fiilly iuoceeded in 
diffitting aoMMif the natives^ an exalted charaeter 
of tbeauelres. The government wae veeted wiA 
an nnliodited poww^ and in conteq^nce of the 
practice of tins power, and« partialis for ponq^ 
md eeiAeniony (things which inapire an African 
with awe and vroe r at ion ), the Datch were comi^ 
dei«d with more respect, than any other Bohk 
pean power in tins coontry. They fikewiae diM« 
gently sought iox a redress of grievances, and 
weve panctaal in. causing their aenriee ta he re* 
spected, and pKeenring inviolate die persons and 
properties of diose who were under its protectiotti 
n^ wwe likewise open to the complaints of the 
natives, and distrihoted jostiee with a rigorMs 
hand. It was pleasing to observe the state and 
ragn^uriiy widt which their legal proceedings 
w0re oomkuted. The governor, director«gene* 
rai, and fiscal^ woe assemUed on alltriabof im* 
portance. It was iikewise usul for the effiom 
aktheheadof dspnrtments to wait upon the go* 
Vemor eveiy merang at eight o*do(^ to ncetee 
ei^i€«8^andr^Tt whttfcemrtfwflntd tocemmn^ 
ikate : iH thistliere was semenfenMqr ai watad j 
Ihe gov^rmnr was gau es aHj in InstfiaH-dcess, nni 
»e€«Md Inseffioen wUh masMaM aharejC 
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tertfal ftnntii. The diifefeht traders paoA ihdir re<> 
ipeets to kiili at this hoar $ M did the kitig and 
h6ad-4nefl of the town. 

Thfe Mode of Itviftg practised by the Dnti^, 
appears to us more congenial to the eliitiate thah 
that used by the British, *t least so far an delates 
to early dining, a free ttse of tegetaUes and frnitfi^ 
less wine, and more exercise after dinnet. Tliey 
ilee extraVag^ht in the nse of tobAeeo i wiHi a««titt 
tSbe jkipe is ki^t in almost a ^ntihnal #tate Df eW'* 
j^oyihent thton^hottt the day,* and afiiOftg Ute 
hlak te6ited and t«speiiitable e\sS^ of Dnteh^ it i* 
aeedtf^pant^ wfdi the tiatiOnietl «oKtiaK pimm. 

WMhk and otha* Portugnese s^td^MeMs OH 
tMi coast wfere ceded to the l>atdi W^iiH^iiidlik 
^bihj^y by the ctoWli of iP^iMn^ ^ th6 ydiar 
1641. Fh>th thit petidd, aVkd in Virtiie of Ihttlft 
possessions taken from, fuid yielded by the Pifftta* 
gii^ke, the Dutch West-Itadia Company t06k Upon 
tiMMolelv«<s fo claim the sale *^y awd figlft litad ftht" 
peify in and to^ «11 the lanidb and eonnt^^ ift 
AlHba, from Cape Palinas to Cape liOpi^, ^eofki^^ 
prehendhig^ the lyoty, G<oM, attd Skte CoWte; 
cotaiid«riiti^ iSL vesld^ ifaht Wti« fotmd tUMiing 
htmt, «k kWfhl ^«§^ ikltfaditgh itfa^ EngiiSh ia4 
htiift ttr fiArt at (H^tbtHHftt, ttad dialed )ftiaiDt4«* 
atMiH^ olftK^ I^iK^ "dn the <6dld*«o(iyt, b<(bi» 
thb Dtttdi httd tttttAfc %he irtad eokic^wSei. ^Knl» 
1llfefiii|^^fifill*1f«r6 hditiolithii'coMdt, i|0B4iaw 
MitM ^I^MlSs ■'WUkm ^Ato ^mM 4(Mtt«pti(M m> 

6 
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molestation from tfao Dutch ; but all Portugiiese 
vessels that came hither, were constrained to pay 
a duty, and obliged to anchor atEImina for that 
purpose. If one vessel neglected it, another was 
obliged to pay double duty. 
^ To such iBtn extent was this impost carried, that, 
in the year 1796, the governor of Elmina sent an 
officer with a party of soldiers to board a Portu- 
guese vessel that anchored at Cape-Coast, and 
did not think it convenient to stop at Elmina. to 
pay the duty. The party were compeHed to come, 
on shore, and were all made prisoners. A le^irit- 
ed remonstrance was made by the British goyer^ 
nor, for this daring insult ; and the Dutch gov^er- 
«0r was not only obliged to make a suitable 2^- 
logy, but constrained to take off the duty from all 
^Portuguese vessels that did not wish to call at 
Elmina. , - 

The country about Elmina is for the most part 
open and flat; the soil is gen^aUy of a light kind, 
though in some places it is a heavy clay : about 
ten miles inland from Elmina, the soil is . more 
uniform, with pfenty of timber and water. - 

The inhabitants of Elmina consist of traders^ 
fishermen, and persons employed i as* trade-biq|:s 
and servants : there are some wealthy men aa^ng^ 
^em. There are likewise 45ome respectaU/e mu« 
lattoes here, who support a number of slav^j[ ai> 
qui^inted with the duties^ a carpMter, a maMOd* 
and n blackismith ; jud^ jsr^.q^ay oa|$i4at6 Hfft 
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aboat one-'tenth of the male pfopalation of EU 
mina are artificers. The inhabitants are divided 
into parties for their mutual defence, called Com- 
panies; each company has its captain^; and the 
whole is under the command of one man. The 
town is supposed to contain five thousand men, 
with double that number of women and children. 
The Elminas were considered, until lately, a civil 
and well-disposed people : but an unfortunate, act 
that was committed here in Augpist, 1808, has ej^-^ 
tailed upon ^hem a character of barbarity, tha4 
will require some years to efiace. This act 
amounts to no less enormity than the murder .(^ 
the acting-governor: a man who^i we cannot 
avoid representing, as having been of a turbulent 
spirit, untractable, violent, aftd imprudent in his 
f onduct ; which not only rendered him odious to 
the people, but to almost every person in the ser- 
vice. In giving this sketch of his character, let . 
it be observed, that we do not ihtend it as any ex- 
tenuati<^, or to wipe off in the least from a foul 
deed, replete with the most savage ferocity. To 
enter into a fall exposition of this unfortunate af- 
fair, would be neither agreeable, we presume, nor 
profitable to our readers : an.d (strange to relate.!} 
no inquiry has been instituted, nor any means 

whatsoever, we believe, adopted to convince the 

• 

people of their lawless and inhumane proceeding; 
although a gentleman has lately arrived, delegat-*' 
ed with full powers, by the government of HqL- 
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ImiA, to command the Dutch forts and setdemeatis 
in Ais country *. 

When the Ashantees visited the coast in 1807, 
for the pur{H>se, probably, of reducing the Fan- 
tees^ to subjection, thepeople of Elmina, it is sup- 
posed, rendered them some assistance, by suj^Iy- 
ingf th^ with proTisions,^and delivering intD their 
|>ower part of the Fantees who had fled for sac* 
tour to Efaniha. This statement stands on an 
aneertain basis : the Fantees, however, became 
dnemies to tilie Elminas, and publicly declared 
war against them after the Ashsmtees had marched 
inland : and a numerous force was collected in 
1809, composed of Warsaws and Fantees; and 
nothing less than the entire destructicm of Elmi- 
na town and its inhabitants,' was in contempla* 
tion! The Fantees and their confed^ates th|( 
Warsaws, were so elated with the imi^nary suc^ 
6ess of this e:Kpedition, that they supposed tb^ 
town of Elmina already laid in ashes, the castle, 
and Fort Conraadsburg in their possession, and 
Mr. N«i2w in their power, (a respectable and 
wealthy trader^ i^ainst whom they encouraged a 
nncorote MAuity). This gentleman's head wa9 
already severed from die body, and displayed in 



X 



* Thb must be accounted for by the awkward situation of 
the Dutch affdrs at home, and the war with England : it wiU 
fiot be forgotten^ when Ihey have a proper opportunity to 
cvvenge it. 
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JpSMigixM^y triumph by hi$ enemies ! Such werp 
the vain boastings and wicked designs of a 
people, whoi only two years before, made a cow- 
ardly and precipitate flight from before a real and 
declared euexoy* 

After Tariotts actions* this combined force re* 
linquished vigorous measures against CUmina; 
Mid although the town is advantageously situated 
against an assault, it is evident it would not have 
long resisted the force that was brought against 
it, if the two forts did not interfere. The gover* 
yior has lately built a redoubt westward of the 
town, to make it more secure against future 
Mtempts. 

The trade of Elmina, anterior to the late dis* 
turbances, was brisk, and c(H:i$isted of the staple 
^icles of the country, slaves and gold j ivory 
was likewise brought here from the Warsaw and 
JDinkara countries ; with which a communication 
was generally established. 

Before we take leave of Ebnina, we will state 
a circumstance which has in it a combination of 
gallantry and generosity, highly illustrative of 
the British character, and which adds to the r^ 
npwned heroism of our navy. 

In December, 1810, His Majesty's frigate Ne- 
mesis arrived on this coast ; and in proceeding 
towards Cape Coast, Captain Ferris observed a< 
schooner under Spanish colours lying in Elmina 
roads. He ordered an officer to repair pn-board, 

h; 2 
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fitnd examine her papers : bat as the boat walk 
rowing towards the schooner, a smart fire was 
opened by the castle, and Fort St. Jago. In 
consequence of this, tl\g boat put about, and were 
returning on-board the Nemesis; when the 
schooner discharged a volley of musketry at the 
boat, whereby one man was wounded. 

Captain Ferris was not a little displeased at 
this conduct, and determined to perform by force, 
what seemed impossible to be accomplished by 
mild measures. He therefore brought his ship to 
anchor within gun-shot of Elmina,' and sent hifl(^ 
first Jieutenant on shore, to demand of the gover- 
nor a perusal of the yesseFs papers, and the pre*- 
sence of the master of the schooner on-board the 
frigate, to answer for his conduct. The former 
was complied with, but Govemot* De Veer, in 
answer to the latter, said that the vessel was under 
the guns of his fort, and was in honour bound to 
protect her, and could not deliver the master of 
the schooner up. On this answer, the lieutenant 
repaired on-board. The master of the schooner 
went on-board his vessel, and put hpr nearer the 
"shofe, under the muzzles of the gtins of Elmina, 
and made every preparation for resistance. In 
course of the night, two boats manned and armed 
were sent from the frigate j and in a few minutes 
carried the schooner, under a heavy discharge of 
grape-shot from the castle, and took her to Cape 
Coast, where Captain Ferris discharged the 
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master, aiid gave him his vessel, after an admOf 
nition to i^ew more respect in future to His Sri- 
tannic Majesty's dbips« 



CHAPTER IV. 

CAPS COAST.— THE CASTUB. — THE TOWN. 

♦- SLAVE-TRADE. — ABUSES. FANTEE COUN- 
TRY. LAWS, CUSTOMS, &C. IMPROVE- 
MENTS. GARRISON OP CAPE COAST. 

MOUREE. 

Cape Coast. 

zxBOUT eight or nine miles east from Elmina,. 
we come to Cape-Coast Castle, the head-quarters 
of the British forts and settlements on the Gpold- 
coast and Whidah. It was huilt hy the Portu-. 
guese, and, with Elmina, ceded to the Dutch ; 
from whom it was taken in 1665 ; since which 
period, we have remained in quiet possession of it. 
The Portuguese named this place Cabo Corso, 
and in course of time, to render it more familiar 
to an English ear, it was translated to the strange 
name of Cape Coast. In its primitive state, this, 
castle was an insignificant place in point of 
strength ; but the Royal African Company en- 
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Isrged ftnd strengthened it <!<msiSierably ; and 
some additions have since been made to it : and 
although some errors may be seen in these addi- 
tions and improvements, it is, notwithstanding, a 
respectable fortress, and, vrith an adequate gar- 
rison, is capable of beating off a considerable 
force by sea. 

The Castle. 

The Castle is built upon a rock, which forms an 
admirable breast-work towards the South and 
West, and mounts about ninety pieces of cannoUf 
from three to thirty-six pounders, with mortars 
and howitzers. It is not this numerous artillery 
alone that makes it a place of strength on the 
sea^side ; large ships caimot approach sufficiently 
near it, to effec^much injury, and if they should 
venture in shallot watetr, the loss of a cable or a 
mast nuight cause inevitable destruction. 

AItlu>ugh this castle presents a formidable ap- 
pearance towards the sea, it is extremely vulnera- 
ble on the land-side. It is commanded by high 
lands; which renders it almost defenceless. For- 
merly, a tower was erected on one of these heights 
ivithin the range of point-blank shot from the 
castle: it was calTed Phipps's Tower, and re- 
sembled our modem Martello towers, and had 
two small cannons on its summit. It was encir- 
cled by a dry ditch, which was pallisadoed. In^ 
side of the tower were circular steps that led to 
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tha sommit^ fi:om which the prospect was exteu- 
jiye tnd agreeable. This fortification was too 
insignificant to add much to the strength of the 
casde, and was in consequence neglected, and 
permitted to decay. 

The Tonm. 

The town of Cape Coast is situated immedi* 
ately in the rear of the castle, and extends on 
each wing of it. Some of the houses overlook 
the walls ; an incohrenience that was not well 
^understood until the year 1803^ when the towns-* 
people thought proper to behave ill; whicl) pro^ 
dhpiced a rupture with the castle, the garrison of 

tops of those houses. The town is irregular, and 
kept in a very dirty condition ; the hou3es are^ 
built of clay, and mostly square. The popula* 
tion may be estimated at eight thousand, includ- 
ing all classes : but in cases of emergency, about 
six thousand men could be assembled by calling 
in the assistance of the adjacent villages. For«- 
merly a very brisk trade was carried on here ; at 
present, the trade, which consists of gold, fluctu- 
ates in consequence of the disturbed state of the 
country. 

The country about Cape Coast is called JPetu, 
and was formerly governed by a person who ex- 
ercised great authority, and went under the title 
of Dey« He belonged more to the oi^der of 
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Fetish-men or priests, than that of kings ^ and the 
family, or descendants of this race, are still con* 

m 

sidered with respect. The government of the 
town is under the controul of the elders and the 
principal men ; but in general, the people are 
obliged to submit to the Fantee laws, regulations, 
and customs ; and they may be considered as par* 
taking of the manners and character of that 
people, among whom we will class them. 

M 

Slave Trade. 

During the existence of the Slave-trade, the 
countries from Cape Coast to Accra inclusive, 
formed the grand emporium of that traffic on Ihe 
Oold-coast ; ships resorted hither with confidence 
of disposing of their cargoes ; and a quick circu- 
lation of money existed throughout the country. 
The inhabitants of every town and village along 
the coast were a sort of brokers ; persons employ- 
ed as trade-boys, by the residents and captains of 
vessels, and fishermen : few indeed attended to 
the labours of the field. The town of Cape Coast 
was composed of tfiree different classes, who ac- 
quired wealth with such celerity an^ ease, that 
one hsdf of them were men of independence { 
With this acquirement, they gained such a turn 
for every sort of vice, that they formed the worst 
characters in the state ; they were idle, insolent, 
and unruly, and notwithstanding the necessary 
rigiiapee and care to preserve order^^ and prevent 
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iibHfles, we frequently heard of the governor's au* 
thority being despised. There was not, nor is 
there, we believe, sufficient power vested in the 
British government in this country, to punish of- 
fences, and cause obedience to be paid to laws and 
regulations, tending to the security of persons 
and property under the protection of the British 
flag, and to the preservation of public tranquilli- 
ty. And we will take the liberty of remarking, 
that, notwithstanding there was no official dele- 
gated authority vei^ted in the governor and coun^^ 
pil exercising power over the British possessions 
in this country ; too much forbearance was pracr 
tised in many inlstances : and we will add, that^ 
at this day, there is a degree of moderation ma* 
nifested, which we think perfectly unnecessary, 
and whereby vast injury is done to property, and 
to the dignity of the British nation. For, with 
tibe utmost deference, we will suj^ose, that where- 
ever there are British settlements established with 
the consent and authority of both the legislative 
and executive power, crimes and offences com- 
mitted agrakist the government of thdse settle- 
ments, or against lawful British subjects living 
under its protection, are as anoienable to the same 
punishments and penalties, as if a court of judi*- 
xature was formally established; provided, all 
proceedings are in unison, not repugnant, and in 
prjbry respect conformable to the laws and cus- 
toms of ti^ mother-country. The only law prac- 



98 

tised in the coatitry, is a type of the law in tM 
among the natives; and we lament^ that some 
code has not been drawn up, or some distinctioii 
formed in that respect, between a civilized and a 
barbarous people. Robberies were frequently 
committed by the natives within the walla of» the 
castle; and not only masters of vessels, and resi- 
dent traders, maltreated, and insnhed in tlietown ; 
but officers and others in the service. Ta such 
an extent did the licentious conduct of the people 
of this town arrive, that, in 1802, the captain of 
a ship out of the port of London, was so roughly 
and violently used by thmn, that sickness was the 
consequence, which proved fatal to him on the 
passage to the West Indies. 

From this behaviour and other imtecedent tio- 
lent acts of outrage, it became highly necessary 
io use some means which would have a tendency 
to reduce the people to a peaceable line of con^ 
duct, and bring them under some authority. The 
governor accordingly acquainted the Pynius, or 
magistrates of the town, that he was resolved to 
put a stop Ito the lawless and ungovernable con- 
duct of the people; and that as a security for 
their good behaviour, they must enter into an 
agreement, that, in case of any outrage, or any 
act of a threatening, hostile, or predatory nature 
committed against captains of ships, or any 
white person, they diould forfeit the sum of forty 
ounces of gold ; that all complaints against Eup 
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ropeans were to be laid before the g-ovemor , un- 
der the penalty of that 9um« This was agreed 
to and publicly promulgated ; but it did not longf 
continue in force j for^ in October, 1803, it was 
grossly violated ; and this infringement was fol- 
lowed by two incidents, an effectual punishment 
for all their transgpressions, and a change at the 
head of the service, which it much wanted. 

' It will be necessary to state one of these inci* 
dents, in which the temper and disposition of the 
people at that period will be clearly perceived^ 
and herein will be demonstrated this well-known 
fact, that the most salutary regulations^ unless 
mipported by power and inclination^ will be 
frequently neglected, and wilji finally be di^e* 
garded. 

A gentleman who resided in town as a trader^ 
was applied to by his trade^^boy, or gold-taker^ 
iot a piece of cloth, of the value of eight ackies, 
or two poands currency. The cloth wsu9 deliver*^ 
ed, and the gold received : but the gentleman 
observed to the gold-taker, that he would not mix 
the gold with what he was in the habit of receiv-^ 
ing, until it was examined by another man, whom 
he likewise employed as gold-taker. For it is the 
regulation of the country, that when two gold** 
takers are employed, they conjointly examine 
gold, and if any base metal be taken by them, 
fliey ^re liable to replace it. When the other 
gold-tadker came^ and the gold was examined by 
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bim, he remarked, there was some bad gold wkh 
it ; and he separated about two-thirds of the base 
metal. While he was employed in this examina- 
tion, the other man went away, and concealed 
himself. Every enquiry was made after him to 
no effect. The person who purchased the cloth 
and who was evidently an accomplice, was secur- 
ed and sent into the castle, as a security for the 
appearance of the gold-taker^ and as a pledge for 
the deficiency of the gold. This man, who was 
an inhabitant, and of some consequence in town, 
was no sooner within the walls of the castle, than 
a tumult arose, and a large body of men assem- 
bled before the house of the merchant, which was 
situated opposite to the gate of the castle, and 
not more than fifty paces from it. He had con- 
siderable property in his house, and was resolved 
to defend it, at the hazard of his life : the people 
were collecting in considerable numbers, armed 
with guns, swords, &c. &c. and beset the house 
in every direction ; they would^ not listen to any 
argument; they wanted the man whawas con- 
fined in the castle, or they would be revenged on 
the person of the merchant. The governor sent 
to them to disperse ; but they replied with much 
indigpoiation, and made use of actions which were 
provoking and dTsgraceful in the utmost degree. 
They wounded a soldier (who was posted at the 
gate) in the leg by a stone, and defied the ^ara- 
son to fight with them. Fortunately, the en*- 
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trance to the merchant's house was by a gate that 
would not admit more than three persons abreast; 
and from this there were steps leading to a gal- 
lery : the people broke through the gate and were 
in the act of ascending, when they beheld an ap- 
pearance of resistance, which suddenly struck 
them with terror, and notwithstanding that this 
advanced party we,re pressed forward by the peo- 
ple behind, yet they did not think it prudent to 
proceed. ^ Things however were every moment 
assuming the appearance of danger : it was clear 
that the people wanted to take the merchant by 
surprise, and were observed making preparations 
to get in at the rear of the house : it was there- 
fore deemed necessary by the governor to deliver 
the prisoner from confinement ; which was con- 
sidered a sort of victory gained, and with which 
the people triumphed in a g^*eat degree. Tranquil- 
lity was then restored, and the merchant was no 
longer in danger. Whether the governor consi- 
dered the insulting threats of those people, and 
their atrocious behaviour, in as sensible a manner 
as his officers, we cannot judge : they were indig- 
nant and warm for revenge ; they conceived there 
was an indifference in the governor's behaviour 
that indicated submission, and they were anxious 
to be assured of it. This was a point of much 
delicacy, and which required caution : but the 
degree of irritation they were excited to, and 
theiir zeal for the honour of the service, subdued 
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for the moment modesty and calm raflectioii. A 
paper, interlarded with expressions that would, at 
any other period, have been considered highly ia- 
decorons, was drawn up, and deliirered to the 
governor. If the governor had previously been 
disposed to chajstise the people, this, paper quick* 
ened his resolution ; and every pr^wtttion was 
wdered for that purpose. 

The g^uns fading the town were accordingly 
loaded, and a peremptory message sent to the 
people, mforining them that they had foT£^ted 
the penalty of their agreement, and that they 
must pay it. Although this message was an* 
swered by denial and defiance ; yet it was qmcs* 
sary to delay coer^ve op^ations, until those per* 
sons who had property in town, had it secured in 
the castle. The towns-*peopIe were likewi^ em* 
ployed in removing their effects, and sending the 
useless hands out of town. Thus on bc^h ddes 
appeared deliberate preparations for war. TJie 
towns-^people were obstinately bent on reaistaoce^ 
and almost the whole of the garrison were anxir 
ous to prove their detestation at, the outrage and 
violaK^ manifested by the Blacks. At length 
the governor directed two guns to be fired Qisef 
the town, preparatorily to his inrtentiona, »ad at 
the same time expecting it would be tjie means of 
recalling the people to a state of aubmistuosu 
But this favourable propositfon was n(d; regarded; 
aod in about half an hour, after, ordeot W^^ 
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^ven to fire into the town : the houses were soon 
on fire^ and the whole town presented a scene of 
devastation, and it was expected the affair would 
en4 here: but no sooner was the conflagration 
over, than the natives re-commenced hostilities by 
€ring into the castle, and at canoes going off, and 
returning from vessels. Some of their houses 
overlooked part of the castle, and, being formed 
of day, they resisted the effects of cannon-shot, 
at least so much so, that the shot would ^o 
through, or lodge in the wall ; but no further in<« 
jury was done to it. 

The natives were in this manner tolerably se- 
cure from the effect of large s^ot, and perfectly 
so isMDi the efiect of musketry. It was only 
when they appeared, (which was with the^ great- 
est caution,) that they had to dread the effect of a 
niusket4)all. In consequenbe of this security and 
the weakness of the garrison, the people obsti^ 
nately held out for nearly a montli \ when they 
demanded a truce. It would be tedious and un- 
profitable to relate the whole of the proceedi^s 
that now took place ; suffice it to state, that the 
penalty was paid, at least a good pledge for it ; 
and by the timely arrival of His Majesty's ship, 
Romney, affairs* were brought to a final adjust- 
ment*. 



* It may be necessary to rems^-k, that we appear to claim no 
rigfat of conquest la Africa^ as &r as it respects tthe natives x 
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Those persons whose employment conferred 
the title of trade-boys or gold-takers^ diligently 
studied mach knavery, cunning, and dissimula-' 
tion ; and practised them very often with success 
against persons who placed too much confidence 
in them. Masters of vessels, particularly tliose 
who were unacquainted with the true characteni 
of these persons, wei'e often imposed upon. 

During the slave-trade, they were encouraged 
in proportion to their expertness and knowledge ; 
and as they were rewarded in proportion to their 
success, they used much alertness in seeking <for^ 
trade ; and, in order to shew themselves attached 
to their employer s interest, and likewise as they 
gained a considerable profit, they were not back- 
ward in stimulating a disposition for quarrels and 
encouraging palavers, or lawsuits, which tended to 
the slavery of their countrymen. Tl^y acted azr 
agents or brokers for the men inland, who brought 



the Company pay ground-rent and water-custom at most of 
thell settlements. The people are regulated by their ov/n 
laws and customs, and will not submit to our's. When they 
agree to any laws between the Whites and themselves, they 
generally break them, if they operate against the interest of 
the Blacks. The forts have been maintained for the pur* 
poses of trade only, and to enforce laws is attended with 
much difHculty, expence, and risk ; consequently, it is pru- 
dent to avoid hostilities, if they can any way decently be 
avoided ; and indeed it must be so, while our force in that 
country is so small. 
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their trade to the se^-sic}^ j and they took care to 
exact handsome sums for theii* trouble. It was 
likewise their practice, aud very likely they still 
continue it, to select some of the purest pieces of 
gold brought hy the traders, and replace it with 
impure gold, of which they took care to have a 
supply; and by that means imposed on their 
masters. A large portion of this base metal was 
generally reserved for vessels on the point of 
leaving the coast, particulaiiy Americans. And 
we will take the opportunity of mentioning here, 
that masters of vessels cannot be too cautious 
in the choice of their gold-takers ; they should 
be well recommended, and good security giv^n 
for their conduct. 

Laws. 

In this 'coantry^ where no figunvtive or hiero- 
glyphic repnesentations are known or practised, 
there is no method of recording ii^ctions, or pre^ 
serving theip^ but by oral ^jMditJon ; ^d every 
person is c^ref>4 jto coiimcii| to xf^mQt^, at f«i 
early age, the )aw3 and various eitsto^s. The 
natives are ve^ p^rticujar }n that respect ; esper 
QiaUy th^ pynins, or elders^ w^o may be considfer- 
e4 the oraclies of the laws. Tlfis a^coujnts in some 
measure for the strong ;nemories of the people 
here : in proceedings of a complicated nature, 
they are seldom lost in confusion oi' errojr : they 
relfkte circpnista^ces with pe^spdcuity^ and g^ 
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through their different^ dealings without embar- 
rassment. In all their discussions, however, there 
may be observed much ambigfuity and circumlo- 
cution ; they do not come to the matter . of fact, 
without a display of much oratory, in which they 
shew great natural talents. To behold a Fantee 
to advantage, he must be seen pleading his cause : 
his Words are accompanied with action by no 
means ungraceful, nor unsuitable to the subject; 
and his attitudes and energy of expression are by 
no means contemptible, but on the contrary, we 
will veirture to say, highly interesting. 

CustomSf &c. 

The customs of this country are very numerous : 
we have already noticed some of the most particu- 
lar, which are rigidly adhered to. They buiy the 
dead in their houses ; and will not move from the 
spot, if they can possibly help it. If a man die 
insolvent, the body does not receive the rites of 
burial until his debts are discharged. Plurality 
of wives is allowed throughout the country ; and 
a man of easy circumstances generally has as 
many as he can maintain. His first wife has the 
sole management of the domestic affairs within- 
doors ; while the husband has little to attend to, 
in addition to planting com, yams, &c. &c. in the 
season. It would be an insult to that delicate 
passion and reciprocal affection known in-tempe- 
rate and civilized countries, to say that any thing. 
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like it exists here. The men of wealth have a 
number of wives, because it is customary for a 
rich man to have more than one ; and he adds to 
his stock, and neglects or admires in proportion 
to his sensual appetite. Wives are regularly 
contracted for ; and the mother has an uncon- 
trollable right of ^ disposing of her daughter: 
she is therefore generally courted with presents, 
which seldom fail of inspiring the daughter with 
a favourable opinion of her intended husl^and. 
After a certain sum has been paid, which is re- 
gulated by custom, the young lady is dressed and. 
decorated, according to her rank and circum- 
stances, with rich cloths, gold, and valuable beads ; 
and led by the female relatives to the house of 
her husband, where she is received by his relations 
and friends with some ceremony : on the follow- 
ing day She is visited by a numerous body of 
anxious enquirers* She must continue to wear 
her rich habiliments for a week, and publicly shew 
herself: by which custom she is known to have a 
husband. As soon as a woman is disposed of in 
that manner, she becomes the property of her 
husband; he has full authority over her, and no 
one can dispute it. 

It was a common practice for men who had 
young and handsome wives, and who were rather 
actuated by avarice than necessity, to send them 
abroad to entrap the unwary. The incautious 
and innocent stranger was sold, if he could not 
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pay the accustomed penalty ; and the woman had 
a share of the forfeiture allotted to her* Although 
the men of consequence do not confine their wives, 
they are, notwithstanding, watched with suspici- 
ous vigilance by the first wife ; who is sure to be 
well rewarded for. her diligence, if any discovery 
should be made : sometimes,^ however, the vigi- 
lance of that lady herself 1ms been suspected, es- 
pecisdly if she had not lost all her charms ; in 
which case, infidelity is tried and proved by a 
kind of ordeal called ** taking of doom." 

This sort of trial, whidi is connected with' 
much superstitiim, and which is resorted to Cft 
many occasions, is conducted as foUows.----— 
If the person undergo the trial in a public 
manner ; he or Ae must be exposed in a state of 
nudity : but if doom be administered private^ 
ly, that part of the ceremony is generally 
neglected. After an admoniti0& to confeai the 
crime, and a long harangtie on the danger of 
concealing it, a certain quantity of the bark of a 
tree deemed ppisonous is given to the person m>- 
cused; who masticates and swallows it: after ' 
wMdh, large draughts of Water aretakeii; aiad 
if the whole be retained in the stomach, it is a 
sign of guilt ; if r^ected, a confiimation of inno- 
cence. After the innocence of the lady has been 
proi/^d in this manner, she is at liberty to shew 
hersdf abroad, habked in white, and her body 
jchalked, asnbkmatic of her innocence^ 
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it is cmtomnry for a woman, on being preg- 
nant with her fir^ child, to g^ve oblations to the 
Fetish, and perform certain rites established by ' 
immemorial custom. On the first indication of 
the flow of the menses, a female is obliged to 
walk abroad, habited in a peculiar manner ; thus 
publishing her attainment of womanhood. 
They suckle their children until they are able to 
walk about ; and both sexes generally go naked 
until the age of puberty, excepting a girdle worn 
about the loins, to which a slip of cloth is affixed 
for the sake of decency. The change from ado- 
lescence to purberty, in this country, and which 
we will suppose is the same in every Tropical 
country, is very rapid ; girls become women at 
the early age of ten years, and boys men at twelve. 
Their decline is equally quids: ; at that age when 
botii sexes arrive to maturity, or to the height of 
accomplishment, in temperate climate ; here they 
lose a great share, if not all, of t^heir attractive 
qualities and perfections. One sex witnesses 
many years of sterility, and the other nptany years 
of imbecility. There are, however, exceptions to 
be found, not indeed in the towns on the sea-eide, 
but inland sometimes, where a life of more tem- 
perance ai^d regulcurity is followed, and where the 
passioiis are not so eariy ei^cil^. 

The dress of both sexes i^ nearly alike. The 
men wear a ^ce of cl^h, of about four yards 
long and two wide, wraj^ loosely about them. 
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When they are unemployed; when engaged in 
any occupation, part of it is folded ronnd the' 
loins, the remainder hangs down and covers the 
lower part of the body. The men of wealth 
wear hats when they travel, and some of them 
sandals. In general the women appear with 
their breasts exposed : their garment is fastened 
round the waist by a girdle or zone, called a 
tombah, which is supported behind by folds of 
cloth, which form a protuberance, in proportion 
to the age and circumstances of the person ; and 
to a European is a singular mark of consequence. 
In front the women of quality and fashion, have 
a number of silver keys suspended by a ring to 
the tombah, which by their sound announce th6 
approach of the lady from some distance. They 
wear bracelets of either gold or beads, or both ; 
and some strings of beads are worn about the 
neck. Both men and women take particular care 
in the decoration of their heads; they cut, or 
rather shave, the hair with taste and nicety. The 
old men shave the whole of the head, excepting 
a lock or two behind, to which they generally 
keep a piece of gold suspended. Some of the 
men allow the hair to grow on the chin ; and 
whiskers and mustaches, are not uncommon 
among them : — we have given it the name of hair, 
but in fact it is a woolly substance, and which is 
(Considered as characteristic of the liegro race. 
A Fante^ may be kpowii from others of the na^* 
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tivesy by small scarifications on the upper part of 
the cheek-bones, and on the back of the neck. 
Both men and women are particularly cleanly ; 
they generally wash their bodies twice a day : 
the latter are fond of European perfumes, and 
also of those they procure in the country ; and 
they are particular in the frequent use of a cer- 
tain operation, that excludes the necessity of lax- 
ative medicines. In all their dishes, pepper is an 
universal and necessary ingredient : and, indeed, 
from the quantity of bread they consume, and 
which is of a strong and solid nature, something 
of a stimulating and digestive quality is requisite. 
Their principal dish is composed of fish, or poul- 
try made into soup ; to which are added palm-oil 
recently exprest, pepper, salt, and eschallots. 
This highly seasoned dish is accompanied with 
yams or plantains made into a pudding, or the 
bread of the country, which is unleavened ; it i^ 
made of maize or Indian-corn, and called cankey. 
The men and women generally eat by themselves : 
four, six, or more, place themselves round ^a bowl 
of soup, in which they alternately dip some 
cankey, or pudding. They do not drink during 
their meals ; but after the repast, they sometimes 
indulge freely in the use of palm-wine, or of spi- 
rits. 

Although the Fantee country is not consi- 
dered by the. natives as commencing at Cape 
Coast, we will^ notwithstanding, speak of it as 
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part of that country : it is sabjeeted to the Fan- . 
tees, and the people foUow tke ssnie laws and 
customs as the Fautees do, mid may in erery re- 
spect be regarded as the same people. Much 
superstition is inteimingled with the laws of the 
Fantee country, and they are particularly strict ; 
their punishments are fines and slavery, which 
amount to nearly the same thing : for, if the 
gi^ilty person cannot pay the fine, he is by law 
adjudged a i^ave. No corporeal pantdbm^ts are 
inflicted. Causes are tried by the pynins^ or 
elders of the pet^e ; in whom are combined the 
offices of judge and jurors. They gmeralty as^ 
semble in the public market-place for the trial of 
offences : both parties are atteiitiTdy hsard, and 
witnesses examined} after whidi^ s^oiteiioe is 
pronomieed. If the person who is found guiltjr# 
suspect the justice or partiality of the proceed-* 
ings, ah appeal lies to the govemor of the fort, or 
to the elders of another town or district* The 
pynins are chosen by the public voice; they 
sometimes succeed by hereditary right j in which 
case, if a deficiency in their legal knowledge be 
publicly known, their authority is suq^ended, and 
others anointed by tbe public. They get a share 
of all fines and forfeiturei^ ; al»i when any cause 
of consequence is laid before them, it is usually 
accompanied by a present of rum. Itk cases 
where family-connections interfere^ the trial very 
Qlfkeik hapj^ens by nighty for the purpose of pi^ 
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venting any impression which the coutttenande df 
the accused might create. Suicide is considered 
wilJt alojiorreaoe : and the bodies o£ such self«-de*» 
voted criiftiiials are burned, unless a considerable 
sum be paid to the pynins for permission to give 
them decent sepulture. 

AH prodamations are accompanied with the 
smmd of an instalment usually called gong^gong; 
but the true name of it is ds^wool : it is made of 
iron^ and very often of a mixed metal ; and is 
shaped something like a bell. A man holds it in 
one hand, (if it be iairge, it is fastened to a piece 
of wood, ai»l carried on the shoulder,) and 
beats upon it with a stick. ^ The sound of 
dm instrument may be heard at some distance ; 
bat the tone it produces is not agreeable to the 
ear, and cantiot be desbribed. 

In consequence of the sta*ictness of the laws, 
crimes of any magnitude are seldom known; 
murder is searcdy heard of; and petty offences, 
particularly thefts, are not often committed. An 
article may be left in the public road without 
much danger of its being touched by any pers^m 
belonging to the same neighbourhood. They 
are particularly cautious of making free with the 
property of their own class ; but whatever belongs 
to a White mwa, is considered fair game ; because 
they do not dread any severe punishment, not* 
wlthstaudin^ tibie severity of the laws, and the 
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dbedience that was paid to them : yet during thd 
i^laye-trade, we heard of crimes being* perpetrat- 
ed almost every day, or at least men and women 
seized for offences either committed by them- 
selves or others ; but false crimes and ialse wit* 
nesses were very common in those days. 

The practice of panyaring was carried to snch 
lengths in this country, as to occasion great an* 
noyance to trade, and to preclude public security • 
The word is not Fantee, but the phrase is well 
understood. 

Another odious practice, but productive of less 
evil consequences, was that of hrandeeing : this 
is another word foreign to the Fantee language ; 
but its meaning was as well understood as that of 
panyaring. If a man liad^sland^ed another, or 
used any words tending to vilify his character, 
the injured, person repaired to the market-place 
with an anker or two of spirits, or less ; and there 
invited his accuser to make good his assertions ; 
who must likewise produce a like quantity before 
he can obtain a hearing. If the parties were rich, 
they sometimes proceeded until they got to one 
hundred gallons, or more ; and if the man were 
found guilty, a pecuniary satisfaction was made, 
and the spirits went to the pynins, and the friends 
and relations of the person acquitted. These 
proceedings created much interest ; for if the 
parties were rich, the spoil was generally consider 
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able. There are certain days, on which panyar-^ 
ing is interdicted ; Tuesdays in some districts, 
and Sundays in others. 

Of the religion of the Fante^ country, we afe 
at a loss to convey a satisfactory and pleasing ac- 
count. The chief object of adoration is placed 
in the capital of Fantee, called Abrah, and i» 
designated, Woorah! Woorah! AgahNannah! 
which signifies. Master ! Master ! Father of all ! 
Every town, village, and district, have their fa- 
vourite object of worship ; as has likewise every 
family. On entering a house, something Is per- 
ceived emblematic of their religion, which goes 
by the obscure (and we may say indefinite) term 
Fetish. Whatever is supposed to possess the 
power of good or evil, or any uncommon quality, 
goes by that title : and persons who profess any 
uncommon knowledge, and who particularly 
woi*ship the Fetish, are csMed fetish men or wo- 
men. The fetish men, or the ministers of their 
deity, are in general much respected, and have 
considerable power in some places. They in- 
dustriously scatter abroad the seeds of supersti- 
tion, and diligently disseminate their knowledge, 
to the end that they may be regarded with 
admiration, and referred to for counsel on every 
occasion of public or domestic calamity. These 
persoas are never consulted without a gift, 
which is generally proportionate to the nature 
of the grievance. Seldom do the indigent 
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ask advice of Agah Nannah ! ; the rich only, 
as a body of persons, can i^proach him. 
This oracle being superior to all others in the 
country, and having a nmnber of votaries, re- 
quires larger gifte and sacrifices ; and whoever 
is most profuse in these, will continue to b^ hdd 
in favour. 

The Fantees were originally an inland p^fde, 
and governed by the kii^s of Ashaatee: but 
yvhen they formed a separate state, we have 
no satisfactory accounts to determine. They 
however rebelled against the Ashantee gpvem- 
ment, and fled towards the sea; wh»e, itap* 
pears, they remained unmolested until \eey lately. 
When they considered themselves out of the 
Aishantee dominions, and in tolerable security^ 
they appointed a perscm to goyent them : but as 
they dreaded the vengeance of dieir old masteift, 
and were fearful that on the promi^ of favour or 
reward this person would betray them, tiiiey had 
recourse to a singular expedient to prpve hiB 
fidelity. They told him, that he must consent ta 
lose his left4iand, as the only token they ccmsi- 
dered sufficient to prove his attachment to them. 
The man hesitated at this extraordinary m^od 
of putting his fidelity to the test ; when a g^ae- 
ral murmur arose against him. Whereupon his 
cane-bearer stepped forward and exclaimed, that 
if his master w^e unwilling to lose a haild for 
the good of the people, he was mti mmI layiog 
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hk left anaa ii{K)a the block, it was taken oS. He 
was then censtituted their BraiFoe ; which teiw 
signifies captain, or leader ; and the perscm so ap« 
pointed, wa« endued with many privileges : his 
£aimly were to be provided for, and considered as 
a kind of nobility ; and his power was almost ab- 
solute. In course of time, his family became aia- 
Bierous ; they lifved separated from the commu>» 
nity, and formed as it were a distinct state, wbidh 
hence acquired the name of the Brafibe country; 
whidi^ppeUsntion it still retains. Som«, by way 
of bestowing upon it still greater eminence, caU 
it the Woorah Woorah country, AJn^ah is the 
capital of the Braff»e, as well as of the whole 
Fanlee country ; wd it is principally inhabited 
fay the Biiufibe race or their slaves. Hence aifose 
a distinction among the Fantees, which tijil late^ 
ly exercised considerable authority. The BralRie 
countiy was the source of aU the laws and cus^ 
toms of the Faotee country. If a cause were 
hud before a Brafibe, he could decide upon it 
withoi:^: altowivg the interposition of the pynin^^ 
or aay otb^ braiich of the government : and from 
his decision thei^e was no appeal. When a Braf* 
foe went abroa4» he lived at the public expence, 
and was usually distinguished by an iron chain 
fsuspended round his neck ; and this chain was 
lomger or dborter according to lineal or collateral 
descent. The race of Braf£[>es gradually ex* 
tended thie ^wer that was given ibem, until at 
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length they became obnoxious to the people, and 
were considered a burthen to the state. There 
are not many of the family now UTing, the Ashan- 
tees^ having* nearly extirpated the whole race. 

The country about Cape Coast, till lately, 
presented an uniform woody appearance : there 
was no cultivation of any kind near it, excepting 
the Company's garden : it has, however, under- 
gone much improvement ; and now (1811) ex- 
hibits a pleasing appearance. Some neat hou^s 
are erected without the town, wherein the pro- 
prietors enjoy an agreeable retirement from duty, 
or the bustle of employment, ^and where they 
receive the advantage -of free air. 

The present govemor-in-chief appears to be 
indefatigable in promoting improvemeM and 
cultivation, and in diffiising them by example 
among the natives ; he has a richly cultivated 
spot, about six miles distant from the castle, 
where European and indigenous plants are 
raised with success. This plantation, or rather 
garden, is contiguous to a small river, that over- 
flows in the wet season ; and it is very remark- 
able, that at this short distance from the sea, the 
earth is frequently refreshed with rain, when the 
country about the Cape is deprived of it. Hence 
we may conclude, there is more moisture inland 
than on the sea-coast. An improvement in the 
manners of the people, as well as in the country, 
may be perceived : but we are sorry to observe, 
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the former does not proceed as successfully as we 
cocdd wish ; which, we will not hesitate to say, 
is owing to a want of authority to controul and 
keep them within certain limits. Industry, how- 
ever, has found its wajr among them, and that 
stubborn spirit which they preserved and culti* 
vated, appears to be much mitigated ; and there 
is very little doubt of their acquiring the qua^ 
lifications necessary to form g'ood characters, and 
becoming a useful people, if certain means were 
devised ; of which we have already given some 
hints. 

The want of a river, or capacious pond, near 
this town, is a very great inconvenience, not 
only to the natives, but to the garrison, and 
to ships and vessels which resort hither. About 
a mile westward from the town is a small lake 
of salt water, ifrom which the natives procure 
salt without any art, and with very little trouble, 
for evaporation proceeds with such rapidity, in 
the dry season, that the salt is formed without 
the process of boiling and crystallizing. It 
is amusing to observe the women of this town 
seeking for gold : they convey the earth, in which 
they suspect that metal to be lodged, to the 
sea-side ; where, with much ingenuity and per- 
severance, they examine it in the following 
manner. They put the earth into a wooden bowl, 
where it undergoes frequent ablutions by a cir- 
.<?ular motion until the lighter parts are washed 
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ftwtjr ; the heavier p%rt9 of tbe «wtli ^t re^ 
mmnis, are pot into wother bowl : this pi«>Qess m 
repealled aev^ml tim^s until there is aeaily a 
bowlful coUeeted; k then undergoes ii carefid 
examination and frequent washings, and the gold 
at length i$ perceived at tiie bottom of thiB bowl, 
where it is allowed to remain, until the whole 
of the earth is wasli^d away ; when they take it 
ottt, and dry it either by the sun, or by fire. 
During tlus process there is much dex^tmty 
axid ingenuity to be seen, which are odiy aor 
quired by much practice. .. 

The fir^ settlers at Capo Coast had not 
an iriientive eye to their preservatioo, by 
aUowmg the natives t«> live so near tiie caMlo- 
If i/t w^e not £or this great inefwvenionce. 
Cape Coast would be a saJubriou^^ situation: 
when the town was destroyed vs\ 1803^ it 
should have h^m the fiist care mA object of 
the go^^imior to have campeUed tim aativ.es to 
baild furlher from the walls of Om castle ^, we wiB 



* The principal part of the African gold is procured in 
the interior, by washing in tiie beds of rivers a«d watep- 
courses alter the nun-waier has run off, espeojalljr at tiie 
bottoms of sioimtaias and lUUs, ia ik^ nvay above deacpbed : 
but there are also mines of gold, p9rtiQutsrly about thirty 
miles inland of Dixcove> at a place called A&ernfi.. They dig 
as if forming a well, until they come to a hard dark-coloured 
stone, which is interspersed with particles of gold : sometimes 
this ore is very rioli» By a fNreseBt the JWiiter proamd a 
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say at least two hundred yards from them : if 
this salutary measure were atteinded to, the ad- 
vaatage that Would arise from it, would be 
important, particularly as to health : for, in the 
wet and foggy seasons, or when the breeze is not 
powerful enough to purify the air, and very 
probably diuihg the continuance of the land- 
wind, many noxious effluyia float into tbie castle : 
the vapours arising from putrid fish, collections 
of rubbish, fildiy water, &c. &c« must impreg- 
nate the air of the castle with particles by no 
means conducive to health. 

f Improvements. 

We have stated, that^ with an adequate garri- 
son. Cape Coast could defend iteelf against a 
strong force by sea : but ohe*thousand men 
would be requisite to answer that purpose effec- 
tually ; — a number which could not be supported 
-without a considerable sum. We will, however, 
venture to assert, that not only the present garri- 



piece weighing about four or five ounces^ irbicb^ wEeii 
,groand to powder and washed, produced about four penny- 
weights of dust^gold. The Blacks not being acijuainted with 
the art of mining, nor possessing proper tools^ employ much 
labour to procure this ore, and are, not uncomm.only, lost by 
the earth failing m upon them. They speak of working iki 
the mines as an uncertain speculation, sometimes paying 
them well, at others not. 
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noQi 0i Gape C<mf^t Vqt the gmiwn^ of ef^iy 
9riti8^ fort io tti« opqiitry, ceold be ceofiidlNrab]^ 
MiglR^^^ed i4 ^ v.eiy modeifite espeace ; and we 
ii$l yetti;||ire to predict, tha^'i^ improTemw^ *f 
«^y imp^i^^Qe, ^ti^er s^ it regaA^ Ira^Q «r 
eidtiv|ktiQD| cs^n liei n^sid^ nw cfa w^ g^ ait t^ 

n/^ff^^ of the epw^ry, ivilera our e^l^blisbnife^^ 
here i^re o^ 9^-w^^ peiq^etable footmg in % 
mSiit^ry way } arc^ the present «tote oC ^ Qom^ 
tvy urges ^ noqessitj of aa incffA^^ M^ry 
establi^lmfi^t, on whidk yije \fpfl tftHo th^ }ib«^ 
of offering Home remwhf^ a« we proeeci^ 

Althou^^h Cape Coast is deprived of many 
cony^ni<.Dces and advantagset that would make 
Hi f4 ra»peet«bk «ft VHmnBLi it m, howerer, 
cap^^hle of gresit ilttfiroMtimen^ witfaeot bumAT 
expenca. The fiast and mort iqpportmt we shaB 
notice^ id that ef making the eastle mort aferong 
on the )aiid<«ide ; whkh caivMft be dm^ effiso- 
toaliy witbent erecthig l«rltteattQR$ on dioae 
hfl^ts which coiBMnand it ; apd w« wcnld m* 
commend towers as not only the strongest, but 
least expensive: one to be built on the site 
of Ph^fis-Tawep ; aaotjier on: a hei^t immor 
^liiatefy at the rear of the town, and winch gwa 
by the name of •^ The Small-Pox Hill,** PMpps- 
Hill Kes to the westward of the castle ; and from 
the summit of a tower eic^cted pn it» every mover 
ment of the shipsk of BVk eu^my c^onld b% observed 
at Elmina, Commenda, and Cfaaaiah« A tower 

4 



*83 

a« tW i^wr Qf it. H«re a qw$tioa wi^^, tb^ 
brittgt ^tU it WDM difficjokj ^ Hqw are tKejr to 
Im built, wHbout cidlwg fir pei;«i»)^ aid, or \ 

iQcreasuig tlMf public ei^p^nce ? We wiU wppoM, 
Ijftat e9«#jr^ei^h^ or trader rcmding at Ca|M 
Ck^atst ipQKiId SQ £ur p^reeive tike ^iiy of tiioae 
totvors^ tfc^t they wonid donbl^es^ eQntrifeute 
toimn^ ilmr ere^6!i» : afui we wiU l^wm 
•snqppote^ tiiwit t^e goT'emov would use so aindk 
ttuthimty over thfoae per^oos who recdve gra* 
tmtJK^ fyom th^ C^iiAjpiafty , aft to HMke than assist 
ifi coU?4^ti{i^ th« ma^ak* B«t admittv^ di«t 
latp^ i^fiEeictosd aid dtoiild be obtaned ia this naiir 
jaer, every p^CMm wImi is aicquaJEiitedi with the 
mi^m, ^n Arm seme idea, with what &eaity 
iJm w)»imi^h could b# precluded, and wkh wh»t , 
jecfllMMa J the bniJidiaigs corid bie raisdL But die 
gveatii»t difiK(u% re«M««k, dtat of giving them 
atraagtli witlkoutifiatetiatty weakeauAg the eaatie : 
%}m di4&ea% «My b€i o%$evcome in a manneir, 
wbidlt ^«o wi\ eeidwifoulr to point out. 
• Tii^ eig^eo or t(wehG-pMbde» can be Tery 
-W^ f^rdildi ^m Ihe eaetkv Hkewiass twa how- 
iiSL^mt f^ ^m mm^ M each tilwvr iMwiid be 
fully sufficient, excepting when an enemy waa on 
^tb§ fooastt ^rvAkm the ca(94^ w timtn< wm tibfeat- 
ei^ ; ifik ^t ease, tw^ilve or fourteen mum at 
eacjli wqnlijk bo neeoHsary, a^ thiis MamboK the 
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(^resent g^arrifion of the castle could not afford. 
We should however expect, that if that number 
were drawn from the castle, it would be re-* 
placed by the Mulattoes of the town, and thmr 
sllLves or servants ; who would, no doubt, cheer- 
fully come forward on such emergency. The 
heavy guns in course would be mounted on 
the tops of the towers, , and upon circular traver* 
sing carriages; the howitzers on light fields 
carriages that would render them moveable with 
facility on sudden occasions* ' It would be ne« 
cessary to surround each tower with a ditch, or 
chiveaux-de-frieze, and a howitzer placed at the 
gate or entrance. To guard against any for- 
tuitous occurrence, no ammunition should be kept 
at those places, but when wanted. It is not 
necessary to say much as to the advantages 
which would ensue in case of our speadatioiis 
being realized ; sufficie it to state, that cultiva* 
tion and other improvements would go on with 
greater success : a person yrould plant with 
confidence \ he would be certain that the pro- 
duce of his labour and industry would be re- 
spected, and within the >ri^ge of the g^s ; he 
might practise whatever he should conceive 
profitable or beneficial, without intmmption or 
insult. 

- Notwithstanding the deficiency of a river at 
Cape Coast, water sufficient could be procured 
without much difficulty, by making reservoirs 
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tt proper places. The towns-people, we may 
mppose, would willingly contribute to this gi^at 
unproTement : for although they seldom step 
beyond the bounds of any necessary exertion, 
and common practice, diey would soon be con 
vinced fliat their labour would be amply requited 
by the convenience of a constant supply of water 
ni^ar home. The advantage of having reservoirs 
of water at Cape Coast will fully appear, when 
we consider that the garrison might at all 
times have an inexhaustible supply ; and ships, 
particularly those of His Majesty, would be 
certain of having their wants relieved in that 
respect. 

As we have said so much concerning improve* 
ments, we will take the liberty of proposing 
another very important one, which, we will not 
hesitate to say, would add to the health of the 
garrison and prosperity of the service : this is 
an hoqfiital *. 'A building calculated for the 
reception and re<^overy of the sick is of such 
great importance to the service^ that . we might 
expect every difficulty would be removed to 
effect it : for it does not require any knowledge 
in the science of medicine to foresee the many 
disadvantages which await the sick, when lodged 



■^ An: order bas lately come' out, to have an Hospital 
tt'ected. 
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in.m mall and coafioed tpartaieift Lei tbf 
dia^ftse be a (w» or dyiecrtery ; it in obThnHif 
that tlie ^^atest diUgeiK^ and eare imaginablei 
added to professkHial «kil], "wiU be too of^ea 
deHeatcd. tt* a pbysidaa ir^r^ caUed hi to 
46e a peiiSiMa uader the ^ffetU <»f (ooq of these 
^omfJ^ti^ aod £w]id hha m 4 difmber of 
twelve or feuttoeti £eet ftqmrb^ ia a telimi^ ilrkUii 
five decrees of tiie Sqaator, wd d^uiiFed of a 
free adinission of air | we will v^ntore to 8ay# 
his first care woiaU be to ha^e the patienl rtineiNMl 
to a more spacidiKi and airy afpaiteieftt; aftd if 
that QOuU aet be effi^tod, he woetd entertaia 
indifferent hopes of his recovery. 
. Of late yeacsy nmdi attenttoii hae beta fpaid 
to iffifHToveiiients abeut Cape Coasts Roads iMYe 
been made, pieces oi ground taatefiiHy kid o«ft 
and planted^ and tsoiifee stiug and neat ooltagel 
erected. These gi»e the t!oiMitry an appeannce 
fttty pleaiabig to any fMlum who h 'aeadous far 
llie intoodnction of arts and lavifaadiott. 

But in the ttidst of idl this desuis iar nnproviii- 
laeirt, tMK or two things have been passed oreiv 
which we think ara W tgreot eoaseqnendei and 
throngh tibie neglect of idndi our religioiis charae*- 
h^ i&heUby ^^angiM's and by the natives ife^ de«> 
rision : The British is the only European nation 
in this country, that is deprived of a place 
exclusively devoted to ^el^^QUs wpidiip: the 
pubUc hall is however substituted for that 
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pirpose: But we trust, that the prq>riety of 
having a place set apart for that occasion will 
be clearly perceived. And we hope likewise^ 
that a decent place will be formed fbr a burial- 
grounds Officei^ of coDseqm^nce are biuried 
withia the Walls of the castle : a {Hraetieei of 
cuskanit ^^XL of danger; the fatal tendency of 
vfhith we should be serry to antic^te. The 
natives^ whom we call a barbarovB savage people^ 
pofSBeti^ delicate ideas respeotiikg attention to the 
dead: &ey are careftil in ^staring the body 
against th<9 attacks of ferocious ammidSj by bury- 
ing, it in their hiHises^ And although wts d« 
wet wish that a similar p^rlketice shov^ be adopted 
i;^ us; we thinks however^ that an inclosed 
place (no matter ho^ i^e, ot how in^gaat) 
would ptesisrve tibie f ^fOfiitoHes of the dead from 
ttolatieMk 

Garrkm qf Cape Coa$L 

The gartfisoa of Cape Coast does not ameuiit 
to iMve than iiNrty tsffe^^tir^i soldiers | at kaal^ 
we heir that iMt is Ihi coitt|>teaient aUowedi 
but hy the addition of the artifiMrs^ that nntuhr 
ber sMy be in<5reased to eighty^ or pisrhaps a 
huadred : a ntunber^ ho weveiV only eepable <tf 
wosrkfitg eight or ten of the heavy gau» vrith 
iifiMt ; and, in ease of a determioed and resphite 
attath, it cateiot be ei^ioct^d that tlus smU 
iMiBsber eonld jnaifio n iiwy ttgoroM 4efenee^ . 
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In 1 790, when Cape-coast Castle was thrc 
ened by a French squadron, consisting of th 
stout frigates and smaller vessels, the differ 
garrisons of the out-forts were drawn away, 
augment that of the castle, which left them 
the mercy of the enemy* And if a threat of i 
like nature were apprehended now, we may sg 
pose the like expedient would be adopted: 
circumstance that requires some consideratic 
We would ^ therefore strongly reconunend t 
military force of the castle to be increased 
two-hundred men, under the immediate coi 
mand of officers acqusunted with the theory ax 
practice of gunnery : who should have dieit^me 
trained to the exercise of great guns and mor- 
tars. That number could be formed in the coun- 
try, and, under good officers, would doubtless 
^ prove themselves good soldiers. With this miall 
but respectable force, a vast change would be 
made about this castle : the natives would soon 
become more civihzed and more industrious ; 
many perhaps in England woidd be tempted 
to try the capability of the African soil : spe* 
culations would be attempted with greater pro- 
spects' of success : trade would be increased ; 
agriculture would spread to a pleasing ^^teat) 
and we should hope (and indeed reasonably ex- 
pect, in consequence o^ an extended cultivation) 
that the air would be so improved, as to rander 
}t as congenial to the constitution of our ^oun^ 
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trymen, as any other part of tiie globe betwera 
the Tropics. 

Mauree. 

About four miles from Cape Coast, we come 
to a Dutch fort called Nassau : it is situated at a 
place named Mouree : the fort is on an eminence, 
and in a commanding situation. It was taken 
during the American war, by the armament that 
went against Elmina; but it was abandoned 
without much injury being done to the fort. — ^We 
have but little to remark at this place. The 
country is more woody than about the Cape, and 
the soil appears more moist. 



CHAPTER V. 

InNAKABOE. -ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF 

THE ASHANTSE WAR.— — FANTEES.« - 

AKIMS. 

Afmamaboe. 

JLWO leagues from fort Nassau, is situated 
the British fort Annamaboe ; which is undoubt- 
edly the most compact, and the most regularly 
built fort in this country • It is a fortified square ; 
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biili with jfiaAgmmU and wUk good Biaims)b| 
and is capable of making a good defence. Tbertf 
are about thirty pieces of heavy cannon mounted 
here; but, unfortunateiy, Ike fort is on a low 
situation^ and ris commanded by a height in the 
rear? The * country about Annamaboe is hilly^ 
with some lofiy trees and thick underwood : the 
spil is in gehtral good, but paurticularly in the 
vaUeys* The coast is rocky and dangerous to 
ai^oach at timesi especially duni^ the rains. 
Fotmerly thi. place, and CoroHWtiae. (whick i» 
onij three miles ^om it), were the gveatert mar. 
H^f«r dmves <hi the G<4d-co{^.:, it tras ttot, 
uncommon to see fix>m. twen^ to thirty sail o| 
shipping, of different nationi^, trading here toge- 
ther. The town was the largest and the most 
populous on the coast : In its flourishing state, it 
was supposed to contain ten-thousand men, some 
of them very opulent ; and these acquired their 
wealth without labour, but Wi& ease and cer- 
tainty. Like the Cape-Cpast people, tbe^ wer^ 
remarkably indolent and unruly^ and frequently 
committed acts of ontrs^e, without distinction, 
or regard to consequences. Some years ago, 
they commenced open hostilities against the com- 
mander of the fort ; which bronght upon them 
ihe iti«figttatkm of the set^ide : «iMl Ihd' itiA- 
maMd^ SifW t[fii*ct^ ti^ destmy'^ i|(y#fir iMi 
less % ihth^etatf ^tbtaeititttti: 1»W-lMdft i 1^ 
they ^tte bbiiiftate, and WOtild Hot' iiKyi^ 
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matt^ with tiie ckief ; wlio obeyed hit otien 
vety {Ninctoally { burned the tawiw and rcrobed 
tlw ialiabitiaite froib it: but be unfortuttatdy - 
exceeded- bis* orders, or ratber» we mippose^ the 
gotemoT-ivk^dmi beceme displeased with him } 
for he eotnplained la his superiors^ and they 
disnistttd hiii^ from their eenrice. This was no 
small trhmfdi ob the part of the AnBamabettf 
fiir.they conoeiTed the chiefs dismissal wan in 
eoQseqaence of his haTtag destroyed their town : 
and) iafloenoed by this vappesitioiii instead of 
fefinquishiiig their ill practices^ they gaTe the 
reins to their IkmtliouBness, to the frequent mteiw 
roptioai of trade ; and committed acte of violeiifte 
to the prejtuiiM both of the Sekrice and dm 
piiMBdL. 

The late changes which lMive4ahen|riace; the 
destrttd^on of their towm^ widi the fiwter part 
of itetohabitaaits} and the Abolition of the Shure* 
tMde ; MMty pitibid^ly bo Considered cis too gieat 
It |«i«t(hmetA for all their tnmi^fMBioas and 
eii^tHG«s. The ftnA oiMnmstaneo {which wiU 
foMn a MmarkaMe epMh in the teeoideofdie 
9^aafteM) hae in ft 0O1A a dendiinatioii of extnmrj^ 
ifthiary and mem«r«Ad* ooemteneei) the* we have 
no dMbt bctt &e r<!hi«ioh of them 4^ be gratis 
#fiftg td the Mttdetr ! bttt m order to do this wiik 
as HiMh ^eatrness as pomiMei it is n o g^io ar y we 
lAMtaM ireettr ^ the eVMUfr that ediually i^fedled 
lit «yr W^e ittfftratneMel in bringing it abecu^ ^ 
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Ori^H (md History of the Ashanlee Wmr. 

' The Assin coantiy lies at the rear of the 
IVrntee, and borders on the Ashantee country. 
It was divided into two states : the one governed 
by king Gheboo and Qnacoe Apoatay ; and the 
other by king Amoo. Apontay, although not 
^ elevated to the dignity of king, held equal sway 
with Gheboo ; but they were eadi subordinate to^ 
the king of Ashantee. A man of opulence died in 
Amoo^s town ; and, as is customary on such oc^ 
cauonsy g^old and other valuable articles - were 
deposited with the body in the g^ave.' On this 
occasion, one of Gheboo's pec^le was presttftt, 
alid seeing what was done, watched an opipor- 
tunity to rob the grave ; which he effected* and 
escaped with the treasure. Amoo his neigfalxHir 
•ekigfat rediess of Gheboo and Ai)outay; but 
without success : he then laid the affiur before the 
king df Ashantee ; who summooed sill th6 par* 
ties before him, gave them an impartkd hear* 
ing, and awarded in favour of Amoo. Quacoe 
Apoutay was detained as a ho$tage until restita? 
iijm should be made : . but h^, in, a short tuKie, 
contrived to make his escape, and^' when al 
liberty, refused to accede . to the awaid made 1^ 
the king of Ashantee, On this, Anioo attacked 
ike town in which Gheboo and Apoutay resisted, 
and routed his opponents i, after thisy at the insti- 
gation of>tbe. king of Ashanteey the parties met 
to arttle the dispute; but Quac<ie . : A|>o)atay« 
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aeting treacherously on the- occasion, sent pri'-- 
vately to'Cheboo for an armed force to support 
him : and a battle was the consequence, which 
ended in the death of the man who had committed 
the theft, and the total defeat of Apoutay and 
his forces. At this crisis^ the king of Ashatitee, 
willing to bring about a peace again, interfered; 
He sent two gold manillas, the one to Amoo, the 
other to his adversary, directing them to cease 
alt hostilities ; to which both parties agreed, and 
took the manillas« Amoo obeyed the king^ 
but Quacoe Apoutay attacked Amoo, and drove 
him in his turn from his town. . Amoo, indig* 
nant at the repeated deceptions of Apoutay, ob^ 
tained succours, and overthrew his treacherous 
opponent. The king of Ashantee, still anxious 
to reconcile his neighbours, and unwilling to 
draw his sword, presented two gold swords and 
an axe to Amoo,. and recommended him to con* 
ciliate Quacoe Apoutay, a^d terminate their 
quarrels. Amoo consented to obey the king, 
but in the mean time was again attacked by his 
iii^|[dacable foe, and totally defeated, and lost in 
the contest the golden sword and hatchet. His 
opponent committed rayages where-ever he 
came, killing messengers, and every man who 
fell into his handle, not sparing even the king^ of 
Ashantee^s messengers! A war with the kin^ 
of Ashantee followed hereupon : Quacoe Apou^- 
tay and Oheboo, dreading his vengeance, fled to 



the Fmte^ ^mnt^ : ib qoii0QI]im»O4 of ^lo^jg 
the kkig Kw^ 4t i969H^ to AcQ(M»» t^o c^bbe^ 
Qi^ Qr iM^yor of Axsecwnagb ( a waQ wtote t^*^ 
Wtery to til^ Jmg of Adiwtoe)^ «cMS9mpMMd 
Vj 1^ j^Kcmexd of twenty ounces of gol4 ; sMtupii} 
the ii6oe»ity of liis puraaiiog hi& eoemiea to th^ 
Fantee cpuAtry ; hut giying assiurMice of tfa^ 
kmg^& pacific dispositioa towards the FaateeBi 
and thajt his only object was to get u^ hia * 
foasemosx Chehoo aiid Apoutay : tha Fajcitdea 
would mt iaterlere^ nor allow the AfhaoteA 
fotipE» to come into ikevf coqntry. Upoa Hm 
anisrwer,. Af pey Xkougdb^ th^ 1^ gi A^hw* 
tee's geoeral, coUected* by oommaod of hif$ 
narter^ a large tax:ce,\ and gam the ep^oiii^j 
ttattle at Bainjkav» hi Fantee : he displayed great 
gallanlTjry and defeated the two hiagsii in cont 
Junction with the Faptee forcea that had joii^ 
them. Next day, Ch^boo and.^^[K)iitajsr havbg raJU 
lied their ^vcmt aid. fonnedaji^ctim wiHh a fi^esh 
FanAee foroe^ gave Apjj^y Doi^gi^h battle } but 
were totaUy defeated^ witjbi. i^^ hs^ of niwy 
hilled, fuid made prisonera: ajsio«g. th^.Iatt^ 
Wflfi Ati^» the cahbocier of Ahcah^the p)Wpipi4^ 
town of Fantee. A Isvge m» waa of^er^ ^ h/i^ 
ranifom,butre£u3^i andhewafi^c^owim^^dto.tb^ 
care pf Acoonx the. cabbocif^r^c^ A^^^^^i^we^hiJ^ 
whom the kixig had great cott&deKice ; but thi&fejc- 
fon betrayed his trust,' ^A liberated ^. eDetngF. 
Quacoe Apotitay» baffled itt 9II pwq^ Wf9^ t# 
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ihe )Kwg of il^hmilM W Mc«pl< Im eimditiMM, 
j^livi4^ im mwi\A diaehftrfe ho delito ^ Us 
retom iiAnkf^ l[^o <ft»9 pFc^;)Qw) tbe IdBg a^freed^ 
wd, im tokm ef his friendsli^), sent varkHis pre* 
tents toi Gibeboo wd Afovttay } whp; insteai} of 
recc^viBig Uiem iii^tb gratitii^y be^iiQa^^ t)ie 
Buesseogws. This viek^d und tnipmYoked wiij 
rouseA the indigiiatiou of the kU^ of Ashanibet^, 
and he vowed Vernal war i^aingt the aggraiffm. 
Acoom (who ImA been Ibrgivea by tiie king fbv hm 
treiidierf ki iufifmg^ Atia to eaeape), bebg ib 
l^essenen of a hvge ^jnantity of provisicns^ WM 
applied te ^ Ae king ef Ashantee far a sappfy, 
nihieh he mlh eeeming eheerftiliiess gtitfUbod: 
six times he deUvei'ed faiAsMly those that weore 
contracted far^ hut, the tasvemHh tiaie^ he betrayed 
abevt Qne^tkewsand men who had been s^t ftr 
them^ and eoU theim in March or Aprils 18QQ. 
in ceMeqnause ef this oondnck, AcQembeoaivt^ 
jsvotved in the war: irevy dhixiiy alkwwards tie 
khoig ef AjdMnlbee defeated Ub^ and made ra{»d 
fifogpees with l»e army towards the coasi in 
March of Cfaeboi^aiid ^oatay. The^Fantees 
epposed his marchy hut were delMtod in aveiry 
onset; and the Qraflbea were neariy^ extirpated 
by 1^ Ashantees i» Aeir march* The Ahnam^iK 
bees, instigated by the remamiag Brafihes^ werl^ 
knpndent enough to veceive and protect ChebQi> 
and Apontay : which proved fatal to than. Mt 
^km period, ^ governor of Cape«Coast CaitfJe^ 
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being under some apprehensicm for the 'safety of 
the British settlements, was inclined to send a flag* . 
vof truce with a message to the ](ing of Ashantee, 
who was now (May, 1806) at Abrah, and only 
fifteen or twenty miles from the coast. The 
Annamaboes (who were consulted on the mea- 
sure) objected to it ; and the design was conse- 
quently suspended. The govemw was anxious 
to know upon what terms the king would consider 
the British, and wished to become a mediator ; 
but the Annamaboes, who placed a vain depen* 
.dence on their name and strength, fully expected 
that the king and his army wooM be conquered ; 
and that if not the whole, the greater part of the 
v«irmy, would fall into their hands; and hence 
^ were not disposed to pacific measures, nor would 
they permit the governor's messenger to proceed 
inland. Shortly after this, a division of the 
Ashantee army made its appearance at Cormaur 
tine, and routing the inhabitants from the town, 
completely destroyed it. The captain of this di- 
vision contrived to get into the Dutch fort, and 
having pillaged it of a ni^nber of articles^ took 
up his residence there. It was now time to be- 
come acquainted with the king's intentions ; and 
foT^ that pmpose, the governor of Annamaboe 
fort aent a messenger with a flag of truce to the 
co^lmtoder of this division, intimating a wish to 
be acquainted with the king's motives for iBLarch- 
iiig an army to the coast, and proposing himself 
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M a mcdiatof • IHiis me^mge^ we iiifty su]9pos«, 
wius coaTeyed to tbe king : and oh tl^ following' 
day^ three Qieo were obsereed comifig from Cw^ 
mantine with a white fta^ displayed ; tend * (Mn 
White) the goremof, expected they were tkei 
bearers of some agreeable and satisfactory ifiib^ 
ligence : in , this, however^ he was much dSiBtp* 
^ pointed; for the commander of that diipisioift of 

the Ashantee army, being in poMeisioii of fWl 
Amsterdam, was elated with his saeceal^ parttdtl- 
larly in getting to ike sea^side; (a circmnfftMee 
which inspired him with such joy, timt he went to 
the beach, and dipped his sword three times in 
tbe sea, some of which he had coBveyed to the 
king as a proof of his success i^^wbetlier those 
circanifitaneet stimulated him to try tbe d«ipofl&« 
tion of the Engli^ chief, we kiiow not; hot the 
message he sent, imported a degree of haugfatJU 
msm by no meane agreeable to Mr« Wfait^ mui 
was to this effect: lliat when the gmmMt 
would send him twenty foande of gunpowdcrv 
and one hundred, muskets^ he wioold be told whet 
the king's dcogns were* To comply Willi tini 
demand would be acknowledging toQ loudi^sirib* 
miision, and woold doubtless gire the king a tetf 
iadiflbrent opinion of the Britii^ character^ Mr. 
White belmved politely to lihe peopie^ pgfm tkcM 
some refreshment, and tcdid lliem^ thet he fegnt* 
tedtlmt thekii]^^ or their master, did not ap{iear 
iiidttied to^eome to an ei^plaaatiefley or to ceiieiiii' 
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ate matters : that if tbe king wmild point out kk 
what manlier the Annamaboes had offended, he 
would use \m authority to have si^isfisu^tion given: 
that until he was assuried of their having trans^* 
gressed, or having injured his majesty, they w^e 
entitled to the protection of the fort, if they 
sought for it : and that, finally, if the king's army 
should come with any hostile intentions near the 
fort, it woidd be fired upon. 

After this, two or three of the heavy guns were 
fired with shot for the purpose of giving them an 
idea of the destructive power of artillery ; and 
they were preparing to depart ; whmi private in- 
formation was received, that die flag of trace 
would be violated in its return, and the men 
murdered* Whereupon Mr. White and Mr. 
Wilson (a gentleman not in the service,) escorted 
them, and left them in safety within a short dis- 
tance fifom their quarters. The governor now 
anxioody looked for a definitive reply fimn the 
king, and every assiduity was used to place things 
m a defenave position ; and the towns-pec^e 
having heretofore placed a firm reliance on thdir 
strengt)!, became alarmed, and were iHtoltcitous to 
be assured of the govemor^s protection. Mr« 
White informed them, that if the king of Adian- 
tee intended to attadJL the town, he would give 
them all the usistance and protection in his 
power J at the same time advised them of thsr 
most prudent measmes to be mofiojed for tfaeiiE 
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safety and deface. He instructed tliem> in thd 
€rst instance, to have strong parties on the look* 
out, and to guard every avenue leading into the 
town^ ; and, on the first alarm, or approach of the 
enemy, to send the old men, women, and children^ 
to the fort, where they would be received ; and as 
many as the fort would not accommodate, to come 
close to the walls, where they would be under the 
protection of the g^ns. 

At this crisis, Mr. Wliite and the inhabitanfis 
of the town were ignorant as to the streng^ of 
ihe Ashantee forces, and had but an imperfect idea 
of the bravery and intrepidity of the men who 
composed the king's army. It was supposed that 
the Ashantees partook of the dispositions of the 
na^ves on the coast, who in general cannot stand 
against a regular and detejrmined fire, and ofteii 
creep into some concealed hole, when cannon or 
musket shot are heard to whiz among them ; or» 
if the Ashantees were superior, it was little ima^ 
gined that their courage, or ardour for conquest; 
would carry them to the very muzzles of the 
guns, and consequently expose them to inevitable 
destruction. 

About a week had elapsed, and no news fronr 
the king ; which was no favourable indication of 
pacific measures. The commander of the divi* 
sion at Cormantine, and who proved to be tibe 
king of Dinkara, sent forward a party to ascer- 
tain the strength of the town of Annamaboe, ahd 

I. 2 
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succeeded in gAimatg posfttssion of a vilTage call** 
e4 Ag^f situated i^w a point bf land abodit one 
laile eastward from Annainaboe ; whmice eYttry 
xMvetxiciit of the Aanamaboes on that side could 
be observed. This wsu» considered an annoyanee ; 
aaad on die 14th of June, a strong body (indeed 
almost the whole of the towns«>pec^le) marched 
oat for the purpose ci dislodging the Ashantees* 
The action was clearly seen from the fart. The 
Ajjumttaboes wit*e received in the most gallant 
aiid spirited manner by nearly a third of their 
&f oe ; and iw some time tbe contest was double 
fttf^ The Ashantees fired with more regdarity 
than imld have been expected, and their mnsketa 
wa*d well directed : whereas^ ibe Fante^s kept 
up a oottfos^d firoi without taking aim : diey 
bowov^er succeeded ; and the Aabantees retreated 
m eocosllent otder, keying possession of part of 
the vittag^ wbidb lay concealed in a yaUey, and 
where the Ann^onaboes did not think proper to 
proceed. The Annamaboes wer« either too con* 
fident of thdr strong po^tion^ or thought too in^ 
significantly of their opponents, to attend to the 
advice given them by Mr. Wliite : for while they 
wore amused by this miall party, the king, with 
the main body, was vigilant in secoring the dif* 
ferwt passes leading to the town, and w«u3 at this 
time. only thiee miles to the rear of it. 

Early on the Idth, those who were ott the lookr 
ant, observed the Ashantee army in motion : thf 
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alarm was g^iven j and every man who was* able 
to carry a mui^et^ repaired to meet the enemy* 
As the town was situated at the rear of the forty, 
and extended some distance inland, no prospects 
of the contending parties could be obtained:, 
smoke was seen to arise from diffe^nt pa^s of 
the surrounding country^ and heavy discharges^ 4^f. 
musketry were distinctly heard. Alarm 9iaid^ 
coninsion now prevailed throughout the towiv 
and the women^ childreui and old xneaf mftde th# 
bes^ of their way to the fort^ the^area of wbioh 
they soon filled; after which, tb^ ^ates.wiH*^ 
closed^ The volley^ of musketry were advanc^AS 
Tery fast, , and the Fantees were retreating \tk 
g^eat disorder : one or two gv^at ^nns^ were fired 
over the town with a view to impel tearror on Hm 
assailants; but they were too mudbi elated with 
hopes of conquest, and too resolute to be affright- 
ed : about eleven o'clock, th^ musket-balls were 
heard to whistle in every part of, the iort, and the 
Ashantees entered the town in every diroQtioli^ 
pucsuing the vanquifd^d to the beach^ where th^ 
slaughter was great. : . v 

The Annamahoes conceived, that, wtd:i the aid 
of their c^moes and their knowledge of f^Juif 
ming^ they should be able to esc^e',^}fol tt^ 
were parsoed too closely by the Ashantees, whoi^ 
fiuy ai^pewed to beiosatiable ; men, womeiii an^ 
chfldrea were followed by indiscriminate destnuv 
tioffi , I^iWg this work of carnage^ the governor 
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was very active with his small garrison to repel 
the assailants : a twenty-four-poander, that point- 
ed along the beach to the westward, several times 
discharged grape-shot among them, whereby vast 
numbers must have fallen : a three-pounder like- 
wise, which flanked the gate on the East side, was 
frequently fired with grape, notwithstanding fresh 
parties came on much quicker than they could be 
Milled: and at length they came under the 
walls, for the purpose of carrying away the wo- 
mea who could not be received into the fort. 
About this period, the governor was wounded in 
two places ; one ball struck his mouth, and car- 
ried away four of his teeth ; another ball passed 
through the left arm: and nearly at the same 
time, an officer and two men were wounded, and 
one man killed. 

Things assumed now a more serious and dan- 
gerous aspect than was apprehended, and gave 
the garrison a strong assurance of the disposition 
of the enemy, who, it was evident, intended to 
bend his inmost efforts i^ainst the fort. The 
Aidiantees were confident, that, by gaining pos- 
session of it, a large booty would be obtained. 
However, the small number which composed the 
garrison of Annamaboe at this period, consisting 
ti governor White, Messieurs Meredith, Swanzy, 
Bmith, and Baines ; also four free mulattoes and 
twenly men, including soldiers, artificers^ and 
J were, confident of the severi^ of Aeir 
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fituation. The walk being high» and accurately 
fltoked, and the gates sound and well barricador 
ed ; the gorernor, from the nature of his wounds, 
from great debility in consequence of much efiu- 
sion of bloody being constrained to rdire^ and the. 
command of the fort having devolved <m the 
senior officer^ who perceiving that the cannon in 
(me quarter could not be used with effeet, for the 
enemy fired with such predsion as to cut off 
every norem who was exposed at an embrasure^ 4e^ 
pended solely on the musket ; and another nmi 
having been killed about nocm, and two mom 
wounded: — The garrison was now reduced to 
the small number of eight, including officers, who 
could be depended upon, and the Ashantees Were 
using every effort to force the western gate ; but 
were twice repulsed with no small loss. A tiiird 
time they attempted it, and endeavoured to appljr 
fire to the gate ; but the man who brought die 
ma^terials for that purpose, extinguished ^ the 
fire by falling a corpse upon it. In all their 
attempts they were defeated with musketry alone, 
and notwithstandinop that their efforts to gain aii 
entrance into the fort proved ineffectual, the eon* 
test was continued till six o'clock. After this 
cessation, and before total darkness came on, the 
garrison used all possible energy in repairiiig in* 
juries, and preparing for the defensive, in case of 
hostilities being^renewed in the night. 

On the following day, a scene replete with the 



'A 



144 

hoftovftuff war exfaikited ibi«ll!^-*lieap6^ A$Bit 
and wounded afomid tlie walls, and for a mS^ 
aloftf the eastern shore, toMed about by a lioleBt 
0wf >~hoii8e8 anyoofed, and others on fire :--4he 
Mffrawfiil ooantenanees of the old men^ wha 
wnghtr^ge in the (orti the moumiii] lanienta* 
tiMS of the wottien, and the pitiable erien of the 
«h^drin>' presented apietcnreof e)tqmsitie fefiliftg^ 
•Hd Of the latest distress ! Of theimunbey the 
Mm^omeMed, aM which we will csilcnlate to 
}mm been at least fifteen thovmiUl sdhIs, we wmy 
OTppose'thaJt two^hirds of Aat number periiE&ed. 
Vbe foti afbyded r^g0 to^ aboat twb thomand of 
e^evy.desoriptiion, and aboat two hubdred esca^ 
td ti> araok eqftrMbded by the sea, and at pistol« 
flkfk iToia.the beaeb, where they remamed aamo^ 
IsslKkd/ and notwithstanding the ri^ilaneeof the 
jlishaiitees, we may suppose that two gf three 
tiumsand effected their escape. Without gokig 
mU> fMier enquiry, we may tenture to state thiA 
eigiiit thousand Fahtees were destroyed ; and al« 
thoujgii th^ were attaeked by at least three times 
th^ir number, yet if they wea^e actuated by ohe» 
ihi*d of the bravery of their opponents, ftey 
would have committed some execution, Mid 
liouhtbss would have checked that intref^^Sty 
afid ar^ur,* which were so pre*eminentiy cofkf 
$pi(miw ii$ their enemy* Theie res]st«iea 
was vei7 feebie; terror seiaed them at Ao 
tM^sencem^t of i^ attack; aud it impress- 



^ 



145 

ed^diini so^ifombty, that tbesM formed \itit an 
itdiflSswnt barrier to their precipitate flight. 

Wben the fury of the Ashantees against the 
FsHteea was a litde dimiiiished, they tnnied part 
of thfeir force against thd fort with great coolness 
and resohiibn^ advancing with ihoute expresiive 
of their loyalty and courage, to the very muzzlea 
«f the guns. At the East mde of the fort, two 
tibree^ound^is, which were well served, destroy- 
ed nnmbers of them with every discharge of 
grafie : but at Ae West side, the cannon which 
flanked 1^ gate, oonld not be rendered dseful, in 
consequence of advants^es the enemy possessed, 
amd whicb were not to be found on the (^posite 
quarter, where the musket alone was to be de« 
pended upon : and we have the authority of the 
gentleman who * commanded (after Mr. White 
was wounded) of stating, that he and another 
officer (Mr. Swan^) fired nearly three hundred 
rounds of baU*cartridge in keeping the gate clear, 
and protecting those who were mider the walk. 
Mr. Swanzy was so injured widi the recoil of hb 
musket, Aat he could not use his right arm for 
some days without mncfa pain, tod the olher 
eiffioer (Mr. Meredith) was nearly in liie same 
state. ^< ' 

What hiss the Ashantees sustained, cannot fie 
precisely laid down : the king, prior to bis deport 
two from Annamaboe, ssrid, he kist three tbonk 
AUBdmen; but in that number heprobaUyii^ 
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claded those who welce carried off i>]r iimsM* 
His men however suffinred very severely ; fw their 
approach was made with such large bodieg^ that 
twenty, thirty^ or perhape more, fell with evoy 
disdiairge of grape-shot; and the musket not 
only killed but very often woonded at the same 
time, so close were the enemy. 

At this period (the 16th of June,) the fort was 
in an awkward state, — completely blockaded on 
the land-side, and a very imperfect communica«? 
tion by sea, and only a few w^eks provisions for 
the number it contained : add to which» the effln* 
via from the dead bodies^ which were approach-? 
ing fast to a putrid state, excited very uneasy ap» 
prehensions. These drcumstances demanded 
some extraordinary effort, which the garrison, 
irom its weakness, could not attempt. Every, 
person, from great exertion, and constant expo* 
sure to a vertical sun on the 15th, and from soli* 
citude and want of rest, was much fatigued. 
Nevertheless, things wore a more promising ap« 
pearance; whenever phmder was attempted, 
which now and then was the ease, it met with re* 
sistance. There was not, however^ any desire 
maniferted by the Ashantees to renew hostilities, 
and CTcry motion indicated a wish for peace. 
The garrison too was vary desirous of such an 
event, but did not widi to be the first to yield, or 
to <^er any terms without orders from the chiefs- 
governor. The king, from his late successes, had 
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aTlu^ opinion of his power and the bravery of 
hit army. On the other hand, the small garrison, 
notwithstanding its reduced state, had no mean 
opinion of itself, and wished to confirm in his 
majesty an idea of the si^rior skill of Europeans. 
The gov^nor at Ca{ie Coast was apprised 
of the state of affairs at Annamaboe, and 
lost no time in sending assistance. Two ships 
were (Mx>vided for the purpose, which sailed from 
the Cape on the morning of the 16th : but, from 
unavoidable circumstances, the re-inforcement the 
ships brought, could not be landed before four 
o^clock in the afternoon. This re-infwcement 
consisted of twelve men and four officers ; and 
their arrival in the fort afforded much satisfaction. 
This party was landed under cover of the smoke 
of some heavy guns, and was not fired at ; but 
the canoe, on returning, was fired upon, and one 
man wounded. It was the governor's order, that 
a flag of truce should be sent to the king, to en* 
deavour to bring about an amicable understand- 
ing. A white flag was accordingly lowered over 
the wall, accompanied with the national colours j 
and when the emblem of peace was observed, it 
is impossible to express sufficiently the joy that 
diffused itself among the people : the multitude 
which crowded around the flags, was inconceiva- 
l^Iy g^^^ty ^i^d it was with difficulty that the king's 
officers who were known by golden swords 
and axes, could clear the way leading to his 
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prcdsecff tlieirkmg^.iiiid e^jpifessivisaf jth^ ratify 
faction at die prospidctti of jpeaee. 

And kere we caimof ^bfeac rapntkmsif tbat; 
alAnoigfa the As3laiitee0 are so refliAtefrom priiiibr* 
ed or civilized natioQft, they sean notjto ^ utttfc* 
qnamted with the cufitoms <X a civilised pe0pley 
as they ar'e conoected with the rules of war : lor; 
the J paid every respect to the flag of truce % a 
few indeed of theca were makioif towards the^ 
cock on which Weoie^ a nuad>er of Fafttees ; but 
they well understood the signal of recati, when % 
misaket^or two w^^re fired over their heads. Tfa» 
flag of truce returned about seven o'clocki witl^ 
tluree messengers from the king; and tbey^ in order 
to justify the king for his proceedings against the 
f^anteesy entered into a l<mg detail of the origm 
of the wair^ which we have been attempting to 
describe. The king was pleased that the flag of 
truce was sent, and expressed his satisfaction by 
giving the two soldiers who were the bearers c€ 
it a fat sheep. After a conference that continued 
be^ oivd two hours, the messengers departed* 

A communication was thus established with the 
lang and his army ; but it was considered pnu 
dent to ke^ the g:atas closed until a perfect uii* 
der^t^nding was effected. It appeared, however, 
that this could not be done, without a meeting 
between the chief governor and the king. To ac* 
cam{4ish this, Mr« Meredith tried: to persuade the 
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ki&g to g'O to Ctqpe Coast ; but in this he was dis^ 
UppQmted : he however gained Us majesty's con* 
mnA to Mild . some of his confidential and chief 
Vtkmp tOj y^t\t upon the governor, and to hear his 
sentiments. 

It will^ we doabt not, be gratifying to die 
readeri if we., here subjoin the correspond 
dence' between Mn Meredith and Mr. Torrane, 

the gfiMraorMin^cfaief, on tins occasion. 

. • .♦ . . • 

' ' , Ammnuihee JFfert, Jtme 17, 1807. 

Sir J 
Mr. White directs me to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter to the governor of Elmina. 
The state Mr. White is in, being muph 
weakened with loss of blood and other causes, 
prevented him paying that attention to your letters 
which they demanded ; and my duty was such, 
that I could not spare a moment to write you 
ftiUy. I had a conference with three of the king's 
messengers last night ; and at this instant there 
a^e two men with his majesty : when they return, 
you shall be acquainted Avith the result. I have 
already mentioned to the king, that Oheboo 
would be given xap ; and if it was agreedble lot 
him to send his cane, and one or two erf his gold* 
beaded swords. If would engage their secojity by 
going to Cape Coist nsvith them. The message 
fecmved from the king was of a favcmraMe ten^ 
dMcy ; and I trust he will perceive the ^Kpedioni^ 
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ey of puttings an end to this saaguinaiy war. Be 
assured, we are all so employed on various dulieay 
it debars me more particularly of grnngytm 
a further detail of our proceedings. But I trust, 
by a messenger this evening, to relate fully every 
circumstance attending this very severe coiKtest. 
The party were landed in safety, viz. twelve prii^ 
vates, one cotporal, with Messrs. Bdkl, Galloway^ 
and Woolbert. Both ddps will remain hem uik 
til to-morrow. I am well pleased widi the atten- 
tionand assistance afforded us by Captain Coley. 

I am, &c. 

Hbnrt MBiE»:BrrH. 

Colonel Torrane, 

Govemor^in^chieff 
8fC. jfc. Sfc. 

Cape- Coast Castle. 



Annamahoe Fort^ June 17, 1807. 
Sir; 
I wrote you this morning, acknowledging the 
receipt of your letters, and, agreeably to my. in* 
tentions then, I take the liberty of stating more 
particularly the occurrences in this garrison oa 
the 15th and subsequent to it. I beg leave to re- 
taind you, that we were prepared for any attack 
that might he made upon us, by any body of men 
unaccustomed to the shock of artilleiy; and I 
Wieve Mr. White assured vou of tfie confidmc^ 
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he placed in the officers and men under big com<- 
mandy and every soul was animated with a desire 
to do his duty. 

[Here follows a description of the battle as be* 
fore related.] 

The re-inforcement you was pleased to send, 
got on shore without any opposition about four 
o'clock P. M. ; and I assure you, we were very 
glad to receive them, as, from the severe duty we 
had undergone the preceding day, we were much 
cut up by fatigue. About six P. M. the flag of 
truce, with a corporal and private from the de- 
tachment you sent, were conveyed to the king : 
and as they profceeded, they were wariply greet- 
ed by the Ashantees. The message the king re*^ 
turned, was modest : he said, it was not his inten*- 
tion to commence hostilities with the fort, nor to 
distress any of the Whites; his enemies were the 
Aissins and Fantees ; and he now conceived his 
anger against them pretty well assuaged. This 
morning (17th), according to agreement, his 
messengers came, and said, that the king wished 
to see the same person that conveyed the flag of 
truce, that they might hear from his own lips, 
what he had to deliver. Accordingly, I sent 
them with Dutton, a man of quick understand- 
ing, to hear more particularly jthe sentiments of 
his majesty. After remaining some time hearing 
the opinion of -his counsellors, they returned; 



152 

and after some preliminary diseoiirM, tluQr is* 
formed me that the king had deputed «ix cvf ins 
principal men, with six deputed by die' mm of 
power in his train, to repair to Cape Cottt to 
hear what you have to say, and to neg(rtialie. In 
coarse of their Gommunication^ the king deplored 
the number of lives that were lost in consequence 
of the fire from the fort. 

As the messengiers mean to repair to Cape 
C«^ I wiUfeL. »M>« eviy portM^ 
The king semned to say that he most have those 
who sought protection in the fort : this he on^ 
hinted at, and probably the same may be hinted 
to you ; but in giving Uiem n^^ we ought to be 
assured of their being used kindly. I send a €9/- 
noe with this, and have agreed with the mess^i^ 
gers, that you will send canoes, and a guard for 
their protection. Mr. White's travelling canoe 
is in good order ; therefore be pleased to b&oA 
eleven canoe-men for her. This canoe, with 
three more from the Cape, will, in my opinion, 
be fully sufficient to convey the whole twelve 
messengers with their guard. The number of 
persons here are reducing our provisions very fast ; 
and if not removed sooe^ some of them will be 
most likely starved, or will be the cause of some 
serious malady : the sooner Vve are rid of them 
the better. But if you can gain their prp^ 
tection, it will be a humane act. Mr« Wh|t^ 
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whoy I am happy to say, is in a fair uray^ desires 
his respects. 

I am. Sec. 
(Sig^ned) Hbkry MbrsditHv 
Colonel TorranCf 

Governar^n^chieff 

^C. tfC. SfC. • 



Sm; 
Both your letters of yesterday's date I have 
received : the latter has given me particular sa^ 
tisfactiouy not only as it affords every prospect 
that this war wilt be terminated, but also as it 
removes ^at anxiety from my mind respecting 
the state of Mr. White's wounds. The assurance! 
you now give me, that he is in a fair way of re# 
covery, are highly gratifying. I dispatch eleveii 
canoe-^men for Mr. White's cande ; and I also 
send three other canoes. I trust, the king will 
appoint persons of sufficient consequence to ne*^ 
gotiate with me : I have an earnest wish to see 
the king : make this desire known to him ; tell 
him I think it may essentially lead to the ar- 
mngement of afia Jof much iLportax»ce; that t 
Juave greatly to deplore with him this war ; that 
fjthough these, events cannot always be guarded 
against, they may even ultimately bring future 
good consequences : and herein I think much de- 
pends on our meeting. Assure the king, that 
' i|otwitli9tandipg the steps I have taken to givA 
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protection to the Fantees, I have ever held him 
in the highest .respect, from the many reports I 
have heard of him ; and that, had I seen any 
messenger from him antecedent to his attack on 
Annamaboe, I am of opinion we should have 
avoided the blow in that quarter. The king I 
understand to be a man of strong mind : it will 
naturally suggest itself to him, that a meeting 
between ns may be of vast importance to the 
country. Assure him, I have too high a consi- 
deration for my own character, as well as his con^ 
sequence, to suffer the smallest indignity to be 
pffered to him : that if he will come to the castle, 
I shall be proud to shew him eveiy honour ; and 
that I will give . every possible security for his 
personal safety. I have apartments ready for 
him, and officers shall be sent to attend him here. 
On receipt of this, send your accustomed mes- 
senger to the king, saying, that you have a letter 
from me, and that an officer will wait personally 
on ham to explain the contents. This officer with 
this letter in his hand, you will send (say Mr. F. 
li. Swanzy) as eai*Iy as you shall receive the 
king*s reply. I know not whether you have a 
good flag for the occasion ; I therefore seiid on^ 
Mr. F.,L. Swanzy will have two flag-beaters; 
one with a white: flag, the other carrying the uni- 
on; and he will be very particular in explaining 
every part of. this letter, and do his utmost to 
^r&uade^the^king to visit the Cape. He may 
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also add, that a ship can be procured, if he (the 
king*) prefers coining that way; and that an 
officer of distinction shall be sent to accompany 
him. In a few words, Mr. P. L. Swanzy will do 
his utmost to persuade the king to visit the castle. 
An officer should come here, with the guard you 
send to protect the messengers. You must let 
me know, of what consequence the messengers 
are, that I niay treat them accordingly ; and this 
it will be advisable to acquaint me of before 
their arrival, 

1 am, &c. 
(Signed) George Torrane. 

To Henry Meredith, Esq. 

Although these men proceeded to the Cape, it 
was found that nothing important could be traas* 
acted without an interview with the king ; and 
for this purpose Colonel Torrane was obliged to 
go to Antiamaboe, and a day was fixed for a con* 
ference. To give as favourable and as respectable 
an opinion as possible of the British, a number 
of articles as presents were sent to the king ; and 
as many officers and Soldiers as the service could 
affi>rd, were assembled to attend the governor joil 
the day appointed : but previous to those prepa* 
rations, and a few days after the flag of trace wail 
received by the king ; Cheboo (one of the men 
who was the cause of the war) was secured by 
Ihe g^venK)r at Cape Coast, .aiid sent to Anna*' 

M 2 
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maboe, to be delirered up to the kingf, in expeC'^ 
tation that any further effusion of blood would be 
prevented, and that it would be the means of sar- 
ing the Fantees from entire destruction. These 
benevolent purposes were not realized : the king 
had proceeded so far in the war, that be couUf 
not i^ecede without displeasing those auxiliaries 
he had with him, and who expected a vast deal 
of plunder; and besides, Apoutay and Acoonn 
9!rere again in arms, and collecting all the Fan^ 
tees they could to oppose the king's progress. On 
the day appointed f(^ the interview, the governor 
and his party were put in motion ; and although 
the procession was not very numerous, it was ar* 
ranged with taste, and made no despicable ap- 
pearaiiLce. About twenty of the Company's ar- 
ttiieers, habited in a neat manner, narched in 
froBt ; a guard of forty men, and a band of mu- 
&c ipUowed them ; next walked the govemoi*, , 
£tdlowed by t^n officers, two and two ; and ^ame 
gi^iti$)aaej»-traders (who w^e enticed from the 
Gape by curiosity), brought up the ve^r. When 
&a procession had got a short distance, k Tras niet 
by a principal itmn, who was sent by tibe kin^ t^ 
CKmiwt the gove»oi*, and to keep off the multi- 
tnde, which was assembUng'^ in great numbers; 
iOi»e of whom had n0v^ seen a White »an, 
Notwittetanding the authority of th^ pernoii, and 
^ exertions of his attendants^ the ourapi^ty of 
^6 pfco{^ W» «) greatt that every av^w^ win 
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i:rowded ; wKich,^ by preventing the ctrcolation 
of air, an^ented the natural heat of the day ; 
and this inconvenience was farther increased by: 
the putrid smell from the dead bodies, and the 
vast swarm of 6ie«i« The governor was obliged . 
to visit each man of rank, before he could be re* 
ceived by the king ; a ceremony that could not 
be prudently denied, and which occupied some 
time : for those men had their several cotnts, and' 
collectively had formed an extensive circle.' 
Every one of them was seated under a huge 
imihrella, surrounded by attendants and guards, 
with young persons employed in fanning the air, • 
and dispersing the j9ies which were numerous and 
troublesome. One of those men and his attendU^ 
ants excited some curiosity and attention: his 
dress and appearance were so different from those' 
of the others, that it evidently proved, he musiT 
have come from countries situated a considerable 
distance inland. He was a tall, athletic, and: 
rather corpulent man, of a complexion resembling 
an Arab, or an Egyptian. His dress was heavy, 
and by no means, adapted to the climate. He 
wore a cap that came down below his ears ; and,, 
being made of yellow cloth, it did not contribute 
to diminish his tawny complexion. He was a. 
ibilower of the Mohammedan religion, possessed 
much gravity; but was communicative, conde-*: 
scending, and agreeable. He had about him ^ 
Ipreat number of sentences from the Alkoraii; 
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whicli were carefully incased in gold and silver,^ 
and upon which he set a high value. He was a 
native of Rassina, a country that appears to be 
situated to the South of East from Tombuctou. 
He said, he had been at Tunis, and at Mecca ; 
had seen many White men and ships ; and de- 
scribed the method of travelling over the great 
desert. This person commanded a body of men, 
who fought with arrows, as well as muskets: 
four of the arrows were found in the fort ; they 
were short and pointed with barbed iron. He 
had many persons in his train, who were of the 
same colour, but varied a little as to dress : they 
were all habited in the Turkish manner, but did 
not wear turbans. After the ceremony of visit- 
ing those persons Was over, the governor was con- 
ducted towards the king, who was surrounded by 
si number of attendants, whose appearance bore 
evident signs of riches and authority: chains, 
stools, axes, swords, flutes, message-canes, &c. 
Were either of solid gold, or richly adorned with 
that metal : those dazzling appearances, added to 
damask, taffety, and other rich dresses, gave a 
splendour to the scene, highly interesting. When 
tb6 governor approached the king, and when an 
interchange of compliments had passed, the air 
resounded with the noise of musical instruments, 
such as drums, boms, and flutes. After some 
conversation, during which much politeness was 
l^served m the, behaviour of the king,, the gover- 
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nor wished this ceremonial visit to be returned ; 
which was agreed to, and a convenient place was 
found to receive the king and his train. The go-* 
vemor, his officers, and attendants, were formed 
in a half-circle, and seated under the shade of 
some trees ; and a passage of sufficient breadth 
was formed by the soldiers for the king and his 
attendants to pass through. It was full two hours 
before his majesty was announced, so numerous 
was his train. Each man of rank, as he advan-j^ 
ced, paid the necessary compliments agreeably to 
the custom of his country, and then filed off. It 
was previously directed, that the king should be 
received with arms presented and the grenadiers, 
march when passing the soldiers. This mark of^ 
distinction and respect appeared to give him much- 
satisfaction : he halted to observe the orderly be^^ 
haviour and uniform appearance of the soldiers; 
and the martial air that was playing, seemed ta 
produce^be most agreeable sensations on his mind« 
The writer had an opportunity of seeing this man;] 
He was of the middle size, well formed, and per*- 
fectly black, with regular features and an op^ 
and pleasing coufltenance. His manner indicated* 
iinderstanding and was adorned with gracefulness ; 
Hnd in all respects he exceeded the expectations 
of every person. His dress was plain : it con* ; 
$isted of a piece of sijk wrapt loosely about him ;. 
a wreath of green silk ornamented his head : his- 
ailpdsU^ were neatly made, and curiously studded. 
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with gold. He was not distinguished by awf 
gold omi^mentft, as Iris attemlants were. One 
man who was dressed in a grotesque manner, and 
"f^ho appeared to act the buffoon, was, literally, 
loaded with gold. 

As this was a visit of ceremony, bo business of 
eonsequence was transacted. The king fwlitely 
enquired after Mr. Whitie, and expressed « hope 
that he would soon be well of his wounds. He 
faid be would move from Annamaboe soon, as bis 
army felt ill effects from the water» and from the 
dead bodies. After thi$ visit, Bvery confidence 
was placed in the king and his army ; and as the 
gites were now ^>ened, a firee admittance was 
allowed : vamous conference^ of a favouraUe na* 
tare were carried on between both parties ; but 
peace with the Fantees was considered impracti- 
oable. Apoutay had escaped the king's vigilance ;• 
and Acoom was at the head of a strong party; 
and marching towards Annamaboe to give the 
^ing battle. The king a$s»red die governor, 
that, after he had subdued his enemies to leeward, 
he would Petum to Annamaboe for the purpose of 
making arraiigements relative ib the future w^ 
fere of tbe country, and the regulations of trade* 

It was agreed, that those residing under Britislf 
fortS) provided they observed a neutrality, dionid' 
pot be molested ; and that every respect should be 
paid to the British flag, Tbe governor likewise 
prpcnred the release of those who sought whigt- 

1 
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in the forty akhougb (he king contested his right 
%^ them ; for this resmmj that as he destroyed the 
lown, he bad a clabn to every person, and to 
every thing belonging to it. On report of Acoom 
being in arms and making preparations to attack 
the AdlianteeSy the king ordered his army to cdr* 
lect and march to meet him. Two days subset 
<|)tritet to the king's departure (3d Jidy), Acoom's 
^party and tibie advanced guard of the Ai^antee's 
BBtet ; a battle was the consequence^ which ended 
in the defeat of Acoom, who with his party would 
have been, cut off, if a river that was in their rear 
had not favoured their flight; the fordable parts 
of which were known to them^ but not to the 
Ajshanteesw After this defeat, the king's enemiea 
dared, not shew themsdves in the field in any 
ibrce : they however supported a kind of preda* 
toiy warfare, and were oometimes successful in 
cutting aS snudl foraging parties. As the 
Aahanteea proceeded to leeward, desolation ac- 
companied them ; almost every town and villago^ 
w^ere laid in ruins ; but disease, which got among 
them at Ajmamaboe, and which spread rapidly, 
carried off vast numbers. Tips unexpected 
calamity altered the king^s intentions : he could 
not return to Annamaboe without risking the los« 
<if hh whole army ; prudem^e therefore directecf 
himt to. face towards his kingdom, leaving at 
Accra a sufficient force to dispose of prisoners, 
9|m1 to convey them in safety to Ashantee. 
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Gheboo and Apoutay, who appeared insepara^ 
ble frieiids at the commencement of this war, and 
throughout it, fled toX^ape Coast with about five 
hundred followers, as soon as tiiey^rceived the 
Ashantees approaching towards AnnamaboeTlm 
the 15th of Jane. The Cape Coast people were 
willing to afford them protection and assistance : 
but when the governor heard how things were at 
Annamaboe, he warned them of the danger, and 
advised them to be neutral. When an acconnt 
arrived at Cape Coast of the desperate attack 
made on Annamaboe fort, the governor came to 
the resolution of securing, if possible, both these 
men, and delivering them up to the king, as the 
most probable means of not only putting an end 
to the war, but of securing the kingV friendship* 
A party was tecordingly selected for that pur- 
pose ; but Apoutay, after a warm contest, yrhete" 
in some were killed on both sides, effected his es^ 
cape. Cheboo.was not so fortunate ; he was se*« 
cured and sent to the king, as we have already 
mentioned : his followers too made a precipitate 
flighty leaving behind them some bulky articles, 
among which Y^eve the whole of Cheboo's rega- 
lia, which were carefully lodged for the king: 
and it had the effect on his disposition that was 
intended ; it gave a favourable opinion of the 
British, and assured him of the governor's friend-^ 
ship ; and at the same time it abated the desire he 
encouraged, to^ be revenged for the los^ bis army 
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had sDstained on the 15th. For he concerted a 
design to attempt the fort by stoma, and Wednes- 
day the 17th was the day appointed for this en« 
tetprise. The plan was not badly arranged, and 
was to be conducted in the following manner. 
Six thousand men were to be selected ; half of 
them destined not only to mount the walls, but to 
apply a quantity of g^mpowder under them ; the 
explosion from which was expected to shake the 
fort very much, and likewise to create such a con- 
cision within as to cause the garrison to be off its 
guard : the other half were to keep up a con-- 
tinned firing. The plan was averted by the pru- 
dent policy of the chief governor, not only by his 
securing Cheboo, but by his alaicrity in demand- 
ing a truce, whereby the king^s resentment was 
cooled, and his inclinations diverted towards pa^ 
cific measures. 

No sooner had the kin^: and his forces' faced 
homewards, than Acoom and his party again took 
the field, and were joined by others, which in 
the course of a short time increased to a formida- 
ble body. He was successful in cutting off strag- 
gling parties of the Ashantees, who, being allur- 
ed by plunder, . delayed to join t^e main army. 
After this, Acoom was considered a commander 
of no small merit. It was industriously spread 
abroad, that he compelled the Ashantees to re- 
treat, and that even the king was in danger of 
Wii|y^ taken by him. 
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When the Fantees ednsidetied themselves 'ii# 
longer m danger, and wfaoi they had recovered a 
little ft^m the ejSecfai of the war, th^y formed 
plans of revenge on those who Were nentral, or 
who in the least assisted the Ashantees against 
them. Being now reduced to a state of poverty, 
they were willing to ratibrace any pieans, where*- 
by their condition wonld be amended, or a plan* 
sible pretext for plunder would be encouraged ; 
and war offered them the most favourable means 
of carrying on their designs. War was accord- 
ingly declared against the inhabitants of Elmina 
and Accra. ' 

From motives of policy, the Fantees did not 
think it prudent to declare openly against the 
Cape Coast peo[^e, who were perfectly acquaint-* 
ed with their intentions, and voluntarily came for* 
ward wit^ a sum of money, and oflfered Aeir «- 
sistance in the intended e:£pedition against the 
Elminas, In this state were afiairs in 1809. 

Although the inhabitants of Elmina and Accra 
were collectively accused of giving away Fantees 
who sougfht for succour among them, yet ihe 
Fantees were particolariy enraged against two 
individiials of those towns ; one of whom (Mr. 
Nei^r^ a mulattoe) wiks aeeused of eneowaging 
ibe Ashantees to come to the water-Side, and siip^ 
plying tliem in^tb arms and ammunition; the 
jotber (Mr. Sa^ey, a respectable Blatk man af 
Accra) was accused of makii>g free with g^M 
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lodged in Us care, and disposing of some Fan^* 
tees who were und^r his protection. Respecting 
the guilt or innocence of these persons, we shall 
fqrbear entering into any enquiry : we may, how- 
ev^r, reinark, that the people of Elmina, Accra, 
and even of Cape Coast, very probably partici- 
pated in that kind of spoliation, to which a van- 
quished people are exposed or liable, by greedy 
and avaricious observers : but the Fantees'consi* 
dered it impolitic (aa is above related) to come to 
an open rupture with the inhabitants of Cape 
Coast; and they expected that those two men 
would readily come forward with large sums to 
prevent their respective towns and families being 
involved in war. Neizer would not listen to any 
proposition of that nature; but Sackey very im- 
prudently [advanced, at different payments, no 
less a sum than three h^dred and twenty ounces 
twelve ackies, equal to one thousand two hundred 
and eighty three pounds of the currency of this 
country, with which he expected the Accra peo- 
ple would purchase a peace : , but larger sums 
w^e demanded ; and Sackey at kng^l^ saw his 
^rror, and withheld his liberality. 

The Fantee forc^ were now divided into two 
bodies ; one of th^En was jdined by a strocig par*^ 
ty of Warsawfiy and prooeeded against Elmina ; 
^ 0ibe^ againit Accra. Elmina was blockaded 
^ |]fcearly nix menthp ; and after many ine&otual 
«|t4mpt9 tp t^kie the towti^ the Fantees and War^ 
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' Mws raised the blockade, and retired to their 
specttve homes, iii May, 1810. 

The party which was destined to go against 
Accra, advanced towards that town in Marbb, 
1810; but meeting with a vigorous resistance, 
they retreated with precipitation, after losing 
about one hundred men. The Fantees having 
thus failed against both those places, did not 
deem it prudent to renew the attack immediate- 
ly ; and an unexpected change, unfavourable to 
the Fantees, soon followed, which will give us 
occasion again to introduce the Ashantees. 

The king of Ashantee, hearing by a message 
sent to him by the governor of Elmina, how 
troublesome the Fantees were to their neigh- 
bours; and knowing that the preservation of 
Accra was of importance to him, being the only 
maritime state his subjects could trade to without 
interruption ; was determined to give them as- 
sistance. He accordingly levied two armies for 
this purpose ; one of them to proceed to the Pan- 
tee country, the other to Accra. T|ie army that 
proceeded} against the Fantees, and which con- 
sisted of only about four thousand men, routed 
them in eveiy engagement. This body of Ashan- 
tees made their appearance on the coast on the 
1st of March, 1811; but they did not long re- 
main here ; for, having supplied thetaiselves with 
the different articles they were in want ,of, they 
jretumed witk their prisoners and feooty.- .• Tb^ 
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army which was ttiarching towar<ts Accra^ met 
with an unexpected and severe check from the 
king of Aquapim, through whose country it had 
to pass in order to get to Accra. This man, it 
appears, was with the king of Ashantee in his 
first expedition ; and not being rewarded, per- 
haps, in proportion to his wishes or expectations, 
took advantage of this occasion to be revenged. 
He watched an opportunity when the Ashantees 
were dispersed in small bodies, and surprized and 
destroyed numbers of them, before they could 
escape or collect for their defence. 

This man, thus shaking off his allegiance, and 
becoming a formidable enemy, obliged the king 
of Ashantee to levy a strong force : twenty-five 
thousand were soon in arms under the command 
of Apakoo, the king's captain-general ; and pro« 
ceeded to be revenged upon Quaw, the king of 
Aquapim ; who, like all others of the king's ene-* 
mies, fled when he heard of this formidable force 
coming against him. He directed his route to- 
wards Grobo» a country eastward from Aquapim; 
but was soon followed by Apakoo at t^^e head of 
twenty thousand men ; having left five thousand 
to watch Quaw in case he should return to his 
country. When the Ashantee general got to the 
Crobo country, he heard that Quaw had fled to 
Addah : and he hastened in pursuit of him. Bat 
when he got to Addah, he was much disappoint^ 
td in not finding his enemy. Quaw, by secrrt 
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int^Uifeiice, diligtotly watched tli« iii6veiiieiitsof 
tlie Ashantees ; and before the y got to Addah» he 
was on his return by a private route inlnnd. 

ApaJkoo, in confiequenoe of thisoosiicceissfiil and 
long march, was much eAraged, and committed 
depredations against the inhabitants of Addah 
and Crobo, who» he suspected^ had faroured thtf 
flight of his enemy : and when he turned his back, 
the king of Crobo declared himself against the 
Ashantees. Apakoo being in this manner divai* 
ed from his designs against the Fantees, got Mr« 
Flindt, the governor of the Danish fort at Addah, 
into his possession, and had him conveyed inland. 

While these transactions were passing in tbi$ 
quarter, the Fantees were again ^suddenly awa^* 
kened by an unexpected ev^it in their favour : — * 
the king of Akim, who was in alliance with, oi 
tributary to the king of Ashantee^ suddenly withy 
di'ew bis fealty ; but not in so treacherous a man^ 
ner as the king of Aquapim ; and marched along 
the coast to the Fantee country, giving out, Ihat 
he came to drive the Ashantees from the Fanteie 
country, and exhorting every person capable of 
bearing anns, to repair to his (pn^rters. Hewai 
joined by the inhabitants of Agoona, and othet 
smaU districts, and soon found Umself at : the 
bead of about three thousand men ; with . thii 
force he wished to impress the Fantees with a 
great idea of hk power, and succeeded so fnr, as 
tocaase hm name (Attah)- to he. dreaded and 
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respected. This man, in conjunction with Tan- 
<Jo, governed the Akim country, and was tribu- 
tary to the king of Ashantee. He refused obe- 
dience to the king's orders, by not going against 
the Fantees: which produced a dispute between 
himself and Tando, who drove him out of Akim ; 
and^ being joined by a number of persons hostile 
to the Ashantee government, he became a respect- 
able, an unsettled, and desperate warrior. 

The garrison of Annamaboe consists of the 
governor, who is vice-president of the council ; 
two officers, a serjeant, coiporal, and eighteen 
men; a force by no means adequate to the 
strength and importance of the place. The fort 
can accommodate fifty soldiers with ease; and 
that number would be able to defend it against a 
powerful army of natives. 



CHAPTER VI. 

COBKANTINE. — TANTlTMaUERRY. — AJPAM.- — 

WXN>n:BAH. *-^— BERBACOE. ^ACCBA. 

PBAM PBAM — NINGO. BIO VQJ-TA. — - 

ADDAH. aUITA. COJ^TCJ-USION. 

About three miles from Annamaboe is situ- 
ated the town of Cormantine, ysfhefe the Dutch 
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h^ve a fort, called Amsterdam. It was built by 
the English, and was the first fort erected by us 
on the Gold-coast. It is situated on an eminence 
-that overlooks the sea, which renders it particu- 
larly airy. It was taken in 1662, or 1663, by the 
Dutch admiral De Ruyter ; since which period it 
has continued to be possessed by that nation. 

• 

We have dilated so much on Pantee afiairs that 
little is left for us J;o remark concerning this place. 
It has been observed, that the Ashantees, in l607, 
found their way into this fort, and plundered it of 
what provisions it contained; since which, the 
place has been neglected. The Fantees residing 
in Annamaboe, taking advantage of this neglect, 
demanded of the Dutch government the sum of 
forty ounces, under a threat of destroying the fort, 
if this sum should be denied them. The Dutch 
government would not comply with their demand; 
in consequence of which, the Annamaboes 
marched out, headed by their king ; and as the 
fort was incapable of making resistance, it was 
pillaged ; the guns rendered useless, part of the 
walls levelled, and the artificers attached to it 
* made prisoners'. From Cormantine, tbe coast is 
rather fiat and sandy, until we get to Tantum, 
where it is bold and rocky. 

Tantumquerry is about six leagues from Cor- 
mantine. The fort is on an eminence about mus- 
ket-shot from the beach : it is small and confined. 
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and only capable of defending itself against the na« 
ti ves. The landing here is difficult and dangerous ; 
the only passage is between two rocks, which will 
only admit one canoe. The Fantee country was 
considered formerly to terminate here; but the 
changes which have happened of late years, give 
no exact boundary to that country, until we get 
nearly to Accra. The inhabitants of Tantum 
partake of the character and disposition of the 
Fantees, already mentioned. 

About eight or nine miles from Tantum, is si- 
tuated the district of Apam, or Apang; where 
the Dutch have a small fort, near to which is a 
small river. The country hereabout is more 
open than about Tantum ; and the landing is less 
dangerous. Th^ town of Apam with a number 
of its inhabitants were destroyed by the Ashantees 
on the 1st of March, 181 1 ; and in about a week 
following, when the Ashantees left the place, 
Attah, the late king of ' Akim, marched towards 
it^ in the expectation of cutting off part of the 
Ashantee army. He entered the fort, pillaged 
every article that could be carried off with ease, 
destroyed the gun-carriages, reduced pait of the 
walls, and nearly laid the whole fort in ruins : a 
Serjeant who was on command, and the Compa- 
' ny's slaves, escaped to Berracoe. The reason as- 
signed for this violence was, that the serjeant 
did not inform the Akims of the direct route the 

n2 • 
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Ashaatees took ; wherdby^ they said, they were 
prevented from coming up with them ; and that, 
consequently, they had effected a safe^retreat. 

About eight miles from Apam is situated the 
town of Winnebahf or Simpah; where the 
British have a small fort The fort is seated ra- 
tiher H>n an eminence, and overlooks the town, 
which is situated directly under its walls ; a very 
great inconvenience. The landing here is gene- 
rally safe ; and at times, boats may beach without 
danger. Although the fort overlooks the town, 
yet it cannot secure the landing-place in conse- 
quence of the houses, which are situated between 
the beach and the fort. Indeed it would apfiear 
. to strangers a most un{U!Co^table neglect^ not 
only here, but at other places, in permitting the 
natives to stop up the avenues leading to the land- 
ing-place, and to live so near the fort. If the se- 
curity of the fort, and the preservation of pro- 
perty landed on the beach, had not been thought 
of; heahh should have been an object.of some 
consideration. 

About four miles westward from Winnebah is 
a remarkably high land, that goes by the name 
of the DevilVhill ; near to which is a salt-pond. 
There is a river about two miles eastward fnm 
Winnebahy which is capaUe of supi^ying shipsi 
with good water, for which a small duty is paid 
to the pynins of the town. The natives swim 
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tbe water off to the ships* boats, at a moderate 
6:xpence. 

Winnebab, as well as other states westward of 
it, was formerly called the Afoetu country : but it 
, became connected with the king of Agoona's ter- 
ritory, and in course of time became a separate 
state, under a mixed government of the elders and 
the community. It is still considered as form- 
ing a part of the Agoona country. The kings of 
Agoona are now extinct, and the Agoona coun- 
try is merdy a nominal appellation, under the go- 
vernment of one person. Strictly speaking, 
Winnebs^ may be considered as under the con- 
tfoul and power of the Fantees, particularly at 
the present period. They however retain th^r^ 
prumtive language Afieto, and some part of their 
custcnns. 

The country about Wi6nebah is not so c<mfi- 
ned with wood, as other parts of the coast ; it is in 
some places clear and open, forming on the whole 
a pleasing variety of woods and plains elegantly 
decorated with clumps of trees. The country 
immediately at the rear of Winnebah cannot be 
exceeded for beauty and variety. An extensive 
d(»nain, laid oat veith all imaginable art, and 
stocked with deer, hares, partridges, guinea-fowls, 
&c. &c. will convey a strong idesi of the country at 
the rear of Winnebah. 

The fort of Winnebah is somewhat larger than 
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that of Tantum, but it. id not so regularly c(HI-' 
^ructed. The bastions are not in proportion to 
the curtains, and a sort of horn-ivork or ravelin, 
that projects from the face of the fort, is very 
awkwardly constructed. The fort was neither 
built with judgment, nor with good materials; 
but it is capable of improvement at a moderate 
expence. The garrison "of this fort amounts to 
no more than seven soldiers ; a number not capa-^ 
ble of defending it against the natives : it should 
have at least a complement of thirty men, a num* 
bar which would render the fort respectable, and 
prevent impositions and insults to those who from 
time to time might be under its protecticm* The 
natives of this place, from time immemorial we 
may say, have been notorious for every species of 
licentiousness ; they possessed a degree of feroci- 
ty beyond any others with whom we are ac- 
quainted t they lived entirely by plunder ; during 
the Slave-trade, they supplied their exigencies in 
a very quick and summary method, by seizing, 
very often, the innocent, indulging the victim 
with the form of a trial, having him sold, and the 
amount divided among the parties concerned. 
They could not move without the boundaries of 
their district, through fear of the law of retalia* 
tion: and by these horrid practices, this town 
was continually involved in every kind of excess. 
Th6 fort was continually embroiled in disputes 



r* 
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with them ; and candour obliges ns to state, that 
two ins^nces have come to our knowledge, of 
two governors having been literally fledged ! by 
the people of this tovni ; one captain of a ship, 
nearly fiogged to death; and another^ almost 
murdered : besides other cruelties and indignities 
too painful to relate* 

The natives, not only here, but at Cape Coast, 
Annamaboe, and other places, are too well ac- 
quainted with our weak condition ; and although -. 
they are convinced they could not stand against 
an open attack, yet they know we are only for- 
midable when surrounded by walls and guns. 
It was a most fortunate circumstance for the Bri*- 
tish character in this country, that the Ashantees 
made a trial of their courage and Strang^ against 
Annamaboe : if they had attacked any other fort 
under similar circumstances, they most probably 
would have succeeded; •and although that affair 
is generally known throughout the country, yet 
the spirit for warfare, which is spread in every 
part of it, has gradually lessened that fear and 
respect, which that event was calculated to create. 
At present, the British is the only European pow- 
er that appears to support itself with tolerable 
respect. We hear of contributions being im- 
posed on our neighbours ; forts pillaged ; gover- 
nors threatened with torture, or beheading; 
others actually murdered; and one gentleman^ 
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Mr. Plindt *, surprized, and now a prisoner ^ih 
the Ashantee army. However, in the midst of 
these alarming circumstances, the British have 
not been permitted to enjoy perfect tranquillity. 
The governor of this fort was seriously threaten- 
ed twice by Attah, the late king* of Akim ; of 
whom we have already made mention. He sent 
a peremptory message in March last, demanding 
a quantity of powder, ledd, and a number of guns; 
.accompanied with threatening language^ calcu- 
lated to eicite terror, and a strong idea of his 
power. Thiil demand was not complied with ; 
but a present was sent to him as a token of friend- 
ship, with an assurance of the desire the British 
had of supporting a strict neutrality : he Was like- 
wise acquainted, that polite language would be 
more becoming his dignity, and that his threats 
Were expended to no favourable purpose. In 
July, 1811, he sent another message, endeavour- 
ing to levy a contributicm, but attended with less 
threatening language than the first. In this he 
was likewise disappointed; and we believe he 
would wish to be revenged, if he thought his re- 
venge could be satisfied with little danger or loss. 
In consequence of this, the governor is obliged to 
keep within certain limits; prudence restrains 



* This gentleman was lately set at liberty, after haviqg 
beea five ttoallis and tbrte days \rith tht Asbantiee army. 
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him from walking any distance irom the fort 
through fear of hei»g surprized. 

The town of Winnebah was formerly the 
most populous in the Agoona country : it con- 
tained about four^thousand souls. War smd 
other casualties have reduced that number con- 
siderably ; and the population may now be 
estimated at two thousand. 

For the purpose of ipaking this description of 
the Gold-^coast as complete as we possibly can, the 
following account of the Agoona country is ad- 
ded. It is taken, with trfling additions, from the 
fourth Report of the African Institution. 

The Agoona country, of which Winnebah 
forms a part, extends about twenty miles in 
length from East to West, and about fifteen 
miles in breadth; being situated between 6^ 
and 6' 30f' of North latitude, and from 10' 
to SO" of West longitude. The sea forms 
its boundary on the South and East; on the 
West, North, and North-east, it is bounded 
by the countries Accron^ Adjumacoon, Assin, 
Akim, and Accra ; the three first of which are 
connected with the Fantee country. The aspect 
of the country Taries considerably; in some places 
it is flat) and rather man^y ; in others, it rises 
into hills ; in some, it runs into open plains of 
consiiderable extent ; while, in others, it is richly 
covered with wood. The dimate is esteemed 
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comparatiyely healthy : it certainly is more tem- 
perate than that of many other places on the 
same line of coast. The height of the thermo- 
meter is usually irom 75* to 80"* ; in the rainy 
season it has been observed as low as 73*". 

The se^ons may be divided into the tornado^ 
the rainy, a^d the dry. The tornado season 
commences in March, and continues about two 
months ; the rainy season begins about the end of 
May, and ends in August ; the dry season follows, 
and continues, with trifling variations, throughout 
the remainder of the year ; that is to say, from 
August till March. About the end of Decem-* 
ber, or beginning of January, in every year, 
and sometimes in February, the Harmattan wind 
blows, and continues for four, six, or eight days, 
and sometimes for a fortnight,, 

Near the sea, the soil is in many places light and 
sandy, and therefore unfavourable for the culti- 
vation of most articles of Tropical produce ; and 
where it is of a different description, many plants 
are found not to thrive, partly, as is supposed, 
in consequence of the coldness and humidity of 
the sea-breeze or South-\y€^t winds, which meet 
with nothing on the shore to mitigate their 
severity; and partly, because the air is thus 
impregnated with saline particles thrown up by 
a constant and generally violent surf. About two 
or three miles from the sea, the soil is found to 
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be much more productive, and it grsulualiy im- 
proves as it recedes^ till, at the distance of six 
or eight miles from the shore, it is so fertile 
as to be well adapted for the growth of almost 
every article of Tropical culture. The climate at 
this distance is also improved, and so temperate 
as to favour the cultivation of European plants 
and seeds. 

The only mineral production which has hither-* 
to been discovered in this country, is gold : their 
method of procuring which the natives endea- 
vour to conceal from Em'opeans : and they 
are obviously very ignorant of the proper means 
of searching for mineral bodies, or of working 
them when discovered. 

The domestic animals are sheep, goats, hogsr, 
dogs, cats, common fowls^ ducks, &c. : those in 
a wild state are leopards, hyenas, buffaloes, hogs, 
deer, hares, ant-bears, musk-cats, squirrels, alli- 
gators, monkeys, snakes, &c. &c. 

There is but little timber in this country 
applicable to ship-building ; but there are several 
kinds well adapted for house-building and cabi- 
net-work, and other useful and ornamental pm*- 
poses ; though not in any great abundance. 

The chi^f vegetable productions here are maize 
(of which there are two crops in the year), millet^ 
yams, cassada, sweet potatoes, plantains, ban«- 
nanas, sugar-cane, various kinds of pulse, pepper,, 
^abbages, oakras, eschallots, beside^ pine-appleS| 
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and other Tropical fruits. Cotton grows wild in 
some places ; and the indigo-plant is to be seen 
in various parts. The Indian pepper grows in- 
land ; and that fruit justly caUed the mir^u- 
loQs berry^ which, on chewing, imparts an 
agreeably sweet taste to acids, is sometimes 
brought to the coast ; the natives name it 
assahbah, and they call cotton assaba; names 
very similar, although so wide a difference in 
their signification. 

Their present system of agricultore is indeed 
very rude and defective ; bat it mig^ be greatly 
improved, by introducing among them horses 
and homed cattle; and proper implemaits of 
husbandry ; as well as usefiil seedfr and plants, if 
they had at the same time the bendit of the 
enlightened example and instmctioD oi inteUi* 
gent Europeans, who might be induced to en* 
gagfe in agricultural pursuits ; and provided abo^ 
that their industry were exdted and encouraged 
by suitable rewards. . 

' At present, all the land in the country forms 
a common stock, and no part of it can be appro- 
priated by any individual, except during die 
time he actually cultivates it. There are ex- 
tensive tracts of unoccupied land, not above 
a tenth part of the whole being in cultivation.. 
Any native of Agoona who chooses to clear 
and cultivate any paxt of the unoccupied land^' 
becomes die exdusive possessor of it for the time ; 
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but if he should afterwards allow it to be waste^ 
be ceases to have any peculiar claim to it; 
it may be occupied by any other individual. 
Among the natives, no . such thing is practised 
as the lease or sale of land, except in the case of 
Europeans, who sometimes for five or six pounds 
may obtain the appropriation of a considerable 
tract of land. Their title to lands so obtained is 
not likely to be disturbed ; but in the present 
state of society, unless they had the means of 
protecting themselves, if necessary, by force, the 
produce which they might raise could not be 
considered as altogether secure. Their b^t 
means of protection would be to have a con- 
siderable number of hired ciiltivators in constant 
pay, who would serve the^ double purpose of 
cultivating the soil, and protecting the fruits of 
their labour from pillage. Labourers may easily 
be had at the . rate of from ten shillings to 
twelve shillings and six«pence per month *- 



* The fact is^ that all over the coantry, land is so plenti- 
fol in proportion to the population, that every man cnts 
down the wood apon a piece of ground where he pleases : 
this is burned upon the spot ; and when the rajki cooi- 
mences, he sows his maize in the ashes^ and procures a plea- 
tiful crop without the trouble of breaking up the ground at 
all. Next season he manages a fresh piece in the same man- 
ner. For yams, plantains, Ac. they clear more permanent 
plantations. 
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Agoona contains no navigable river ; but it iB 
tolerably supplied with fi-esh water, by means of 
rivulets, which flew through it, and branch off in 
a variety of directions. The chief towns are : 
Winnebah (or, as the natives call it, Simpah), 
Agoona, Berracoe, and Pettah, Their present 
extent and population fall very short of what 
they were before the late desolating expedition 
to the coast, made by the Ashantees. Indeed 
the whole population of the state cannot now be 
estimated at more than ten-thousand souls; of 
which mimber, seven-thousand may be considered 
as women and children. The country, however, 
has begun to recover from: the effects of that dis- 
astrous war, and its population appears to be on 
the increase. 

Immediately on the sea-coast, the people derive 
their subsistence chiefly from fitihing; in the 
other pajrts of the country, from hunting and 
agriculture : few, and only few, ^in their live- 
lihood by trade. This trade consists in pur- 
chasing from Europeans, in exchange for gold, 
cowries, and a few other articles, East-India coti- 
ton goods, iron, lead, spirits, tobacco, tobacco- 
pipes, guns, gun-powder, vessels of brass, and 
woollen and cotton goods of British manufac- 
ture. The India cotton manufacture is most 
esteemedt not only here, but on every part of the 
coast* They afterwards barter. or retail these 
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tiutlcles with their countrymen, and persons from 
the interior, for gold, provisions, palm-wine, 
palm-oil, &c. &c. 

Cowries and gold form the current medium df 
exchange ; the former are universally esteemed 
on the sea-coast, from the facility of their being 
reduced to a very small stim : forty cowries make 
a string, and fifty strings a head : thus two thou- 
sand cowries are equal to one ackey of gold ; and 
sixteen ackies of gold go to the ounce, valued at 
four pounds sterling. A labouring man, in the 
plentiful season, that is, from Septemb* to April, 
or May, may subsist abundantly on two strings of 
cowries, or two pence farthing, a day ; and even 
for five, ten, or twenty cowries, the cravings of 
the stomach may be relieved. Gold cannot be 
reduced in its native state to such a low ex- 
change ; which gives cowries the preference. 
When the men inland, or, as we call them, the 
bush people, exchange gold for cowries, they 
only get forty strings for the ackey. 

The means of increasing the trade of this 
country, and of every other country on the coast, 
obviously consists in opening a free intercourse 
with the interior', in introducing an improved sys- 
tem of agriculture, and the arts of civilized life ; 
in enlarging their knowledge, and exciting their 
industry j and, above all, in establishing such a 
government and police, as will secure them in 
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the enjoyment of what they may acquire by 
exertioQ. 

The government, political institutions, and 
laws of Agoona, resemble in a great degree 
those of the Fantees. In some cases, the cabo- 
cieps, or chiefs of petty districts, are hereditary ; 
in others, they are elected by the people. These 
chiefs occasionally assume a despotic power ; but 
in general they do not retain it long ; the people 
frequently revolting in such cases, and expelling, 
or otherwise punishing, the usurper. The chiefs 
are assisted in the administration of the laws by 
a kind of judicial senate ; the members of which, 
called pynins, are chosen by the people iVom. 
among the elders of the district : and it is their 
office to hear and decide causes, and pronounce 
the sentence of the law. They must be consi- 
dered as having an interest in condemning per- 
sons who are accused, as they have a share of all 
fines and forfeitures. The pynins are the only 
depositaries of the law ; and in order to preserve 
and transmit the memory of them, they hold fre- 
^quent meetings, at which the laws are promul- 
ged, or rather rehearsed. 

The moral standard of the people is extremely 
low ; they appear to have no idea of restraii^, 
beyoml what their own interest, or the dread of 
fnnishment, imposes; and besides that, their laws 
are both too loosely framed^ and too partially ^x* 
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ecuted, to have a powerful effect in ciirbrng' menV 
passions. They are without any educationi or 
discipline of a moral kind ; and from their earli- 
est infancy are habituated to examples of inhu- 
manity, fraud, and licentiousness ; in short, the 
moral principle is not cultivated among* them, so' 
that there is hardly any act which will attacli 
disgrace or infamy to the individual, or even' 
bring reproach upon him, if he do but pay the 
penalty of the law ! ^ 

Their religious system has no tendency what- 
ever to improve their morality. It consists al- 
noost entirely in a superstitious dread of suffering 
from some malign influence, and in the faith they^ 
repose in the fetishes, or charms which are furnish- 
ed by the Fetishmeu, or priests, for the purpose" 
of warding off the dreaded evil. Thie people in^ 
general do not appear to engage in any kind of 
worship ; and although, on certain daysj they ab- 
stain from their ordinary employments, yet they 
assign no reason for this, except that it has been 
the custom to do so. The Petishmen however, 
who may be considered as an order of priests, en- 
gage in certain forms of worship and religious 
ceriemonies ; and they are supposed to hold com-^ 
munion with the demon^ or Fetish, and to obtain 
from him the knowledge which is required for the 
exercise of their profession ; which is, to solve lth<^ 
doubts and perplexities of their followers, and to 

o 
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fiirmdi thtm vilJi ths means of averting the eiril, 
either actual or possible* Their profits arise from 
the presents made to the Fetish by the votaries : 
these they appropriate to their own nse, and they 
ar^ often of considerable value. The Fe^hmen 
lisnally connect themselves with the persons m 
power, and are often serviceable in strengthening 
the government, and enforcing obedience to the 
law, as they have great inflaence among the peo*- 
pie, and continue to be respected by them, evim 
when the government has fallen into disrepute. 

At Winnebah there is an annual sacrifiee of a 
de0lr made to the Fetish. Human sacrifices Uke 
^lace only when a man of eminence dies. The 
victims are selected from among the slaves of the 
deceased, and are generally old and infirm per- 
sons, ^ch sacrifices, however, very seldom oc- 
cur in Agoonat 'With respect to intellectual ca- 
pacity, these people do not discover any natural in* 
ferionty to ]iiur^[>eans, yet, at the same time, their 
attainments are as low a$ can be imi^ined ; their 
rnind^ wft beii^ improved by any kind of culture, 
they are wholly tgncorant of letters ; and the pre* 
vailing language, which is the Fantee, has never 
been reduced to writing* The language itself is 
$oft and l^rmonioiis : the following short speei* 
men of it g^ves the proper names of torn and 
women, accc^ding to the day oi the vf^itk on 
whiqh they .were bom. 
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Day9ofthe Wedc, 


ifSfff* 




W<mm. 


Sunday 


Quashie 




Aquishewah 


Monday . 


Cudjoe 




Adjuah 


Tuesday 


Quabino 




Abinabah 


Wednesday 


Quacoe 




Eccoah 


Thursday 


Quow 





Abbah 


Friday 


Couffee 




Efiiiafa 


Saturday 


Quamina 




Ambah 


Numerub* 


» 


> 


iVttmerob. 


1 Akur 




7 


Ashun 


2 Abien 




8 


^Aoutchie 


3 Abiasah 


9 


• 
A'coon 


4 Anun 




10 


Adue 


5 Enumb 


1 


100 


Ohah 


6 Acien 


1000 


Apim *. 



Arts and manufactures are in a low state 
among them. They make canoes, fishing-^nets, 
hooks and lines, hoes, bills* baskets^ mats^ and 
various other articles of the same kind; and 
some of them can work as masons and carpenters. 



T-^ 



^ * The Fantee iafiguage is wnier^aoA on all parts of tha 
noaat, Utm ApoUonia to Acem, and to a eontiderable d»- 
lanee iolaad: it is uiderslood ia Asfaaolce, where thtlaop^ 
gtiage differs very little from Faataa. This is probably tbt > 
effect of the Fantees beiog great traders, and travdliog.over 
so many parts of ^he country. 

o 2 
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The amusements of the yomig consist chiefly in 
dancing and singing : those more advanced in 
years amuse themselves by relating the exploits 
performed in their youth. The women of this 
country, as in all countries where polygamy is 
practised, are in a degraded state ; they are lite- 
rally slav^ to the men, and perform almost all the 
laborious offices, as grinding com, procuring fire^ 
wood, and water ; they do every thing, in diort, 
but fish, and plant com. The women also gene* 
rally act both as physicians and surgeons. The 
prevailing complaints are venereal, fevers, fluxes, 
rhidumatism, and leprosy ; for the cure of which 
they use for the most part certain herbs which 
are natives of the country. They sometimes 
have recourse to bleeding, by means of scarifica-' 
tion and cupping ; and these operations are per- 
formed with much dexterity by the women. 

About three leagues from Winnebah, is situat- 
ed the Dutch fort of Berracoef likewise a town 
of that name, but called by the natives Senniahj 
or Seniah which signifies a bason. The country 
hereabouts ij more woody, than about Winnebah, 
and is equally fertile. The fort is on an eminence, 
Jbut in a defenceless state. Attah of Akim laid a 
i^pntribution on this fort in March, 1811 : afler 
being disappointed in this respect at Winnebah, 
he was resolved to satiate his malignity on the 
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person who was in command of this fort; and 
who, being a malattoe and a native, was more 
exposed to his rancour. This man had not pro- 
perty sufficient about him, to satisfy the demands 
of Attah, and • to save himself and the persons 
belonging to him ironi the danger that was im« 
pending : he was therefore placed in an awkward 
position ; but after some entreaty, he was per- 
mitted to go to Winnebah for the purpose of so- 
liciting the assistance of the commander of that 
fort, to extricate him from his difficulties. He 
was only allowed a limited time, at the expira- 
tion of which, if the sum demanded was W 
paid, vengeance was denounced against him.— ^ 
The gentleman who commanded Winnebah, did 
not hesitate to lend the sum required ; which pro- 
bably saved this man's life, and the lives of those 
belonging to him. Some months after this cir- 
cumstance, this unfortunate man was put to 
death by the natives of Accra ; as will be related 
hereafter. 

About nine leagues from Berracoe we come to 
AcerUf where the English, Dutch, and Danes, 
have settlements. Accra is an independent state : 
it was formerly governed by the kings of Aquami* 
boe ; which country and that of Aquapim lie at 
the rear of it. The town of Accra lies in about 
^^ 3V N. lat. and about 10" W. long.; and its. 



appearance is very pictoresque^ particularly from 
Ihe sea; white building's and bouses present 
themselves anteriorly, and at the rear is an eib- 
tensive plain, studded in a fanciful manner, with 
clumps of wood, inhabited by deer, hares, and 
other wild animals ; and the prospect is terminat- 
ed by high land, rising gradually ; forming on 
the whole a most pleasing appearance. Being 
thus surrounded by an open country, Accra is 
Tenured the most hesjthy spot on the Gold-coast} 
it is likewise more cool than other situations : tibe 
soil, however, is of a light and sandy kind ; which 
ftfbids the iiihabitants to follow the cultivation of 
com, yams, plantains, sugar-cane, and other pro« 
dactions^ which require a moist and rich soiL It 
is favourable for cotton, cassada, groundnuts, asd 
pulse* The natives too attend to the brieeding of 
poultry^ hogs, sheep, &c. j which produce$^ a live^^ 
lihood io many. 

Accra is the cmly country on the GoldrCoaM;, 
that has a free trade with the interior ; and it is 
in general very much resorted to by the Ashan- 
tees. This free intercourse with that nation not 
only diffuses money among every class, but im* 
proves their manners, and renders them mote «i«« 
vihzed than their neighboum : for the Ashanteet 
are evidently better acquainted widi file rules of 
decency ^nd morality, than any people we know 
of in this country ; and . from their long intet*^ 
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cowtne with the inhabitants of Accra, they have 
acquired habitu of meekness and sobriety, which 
are more Tisible in them than in any of the natives 
on the sea'^Goast, especially the Fantees; who 
are, in comparison, an indolent, faithless, and fe-( 
roctous people, and their caboceers, or petty chiefs, 
in general drunken, deceitful, and avaricious, 
ever seeking an opportunity to gratify theirpas^* 
sions.-^Some respectable natives who reside here, 
and who have had ^ advantage of edncation in 
England^ likewise contribute, by salutary exani-^ 
pies, to improve the manners of the people. We 
ai^ sorry^ however, to add, that this fair picture 
is n^t without its blemishes : some palpaMe tA^ 
eeptions b^e lately manifesfted themselveis^ among 
the pMpk of Accra : bat we are (Confident, that 
tiiose who ate weB a^aitited with diese people, 
wiii agree with v^ in opinion, that those deviati-^ 
Ott» from the^.nMttl befaavkmr tah^ mtfte frotti 
1^ impulse of momentary fretOy and the iitita'' 
ticm of a desperato sitnatton (to which they have 
lii^en lately exposed) than the e^eeta of natural 
malignity and vicions disposition. 

Itt conformity to dur original design of enter- 
ing' into a true, impartial, and candid examina- 
tion of Ihe cdHtttry, we wilf relate two events which 
kfave hi^ipened here, and which fHrobably reduce 
the character of this people to a standard beneath 
Hie most pnAigate and abandoned characters on 
<lMC«a«t/ 
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A merchant, in the commencement of April 
last, was on the point of sailing fr om the country 
and stopped here to arrange some of his trading- 
conceiTis. He brought with him some Fantee 
canoe-men, who were always in the habit of at- 
tending upon him, and whom he directed to re- 
main on-board the vessel, as the Fantees and Ac* 
eras were at war. He knew it would give rise 
to some quarrel, if the canoe-men'came on shore. 
Some Accra canoe^men who were employed in 
conveying water off to the vessel, made use of in- ^ 
suiting language to those Fantee people, which 
produced replies equally indignant, and inflamed 
the Accra canoe-men not a little : but as they 
could not indulge their rage on the canoe-men, 
they were resolved to be revenged on their master : 
and no sooner were they landed, than they spread 
evil reports, which soon brought together a con- 
siderable mob of the lower order of people, who 
surrounded the house the merchant happened 
to be in, and threatened vengeance against hitn. 
Some wanted his head, others were satisfied with 
securing his person, as a pledge for the surr^ider 
of the canoe-men. At lengfth, after some inter- 
cession, doubtless on the part of the fort, the mer- 
chant was permitted to be at liberty, but not 
vnthout paying merchandize to the amount of 
forty-two pounds sterling. 

The second event, which is of a tragical na- 
ture, happened as follows. — The person who coii^ 



193 

tnanded Berracoe Fort, and who, although a na- 
tive, was considered from his behaviour on an 
equal footing with a White, went to Accra, in 
July, 1811, for the purpose of arranging some 
matters belonging to his service. He lodged in 
the Dutch fort, and in course conceived himself 
in perfect safety. He had not been long heret 
when one of ihe Accra Fetishmen conceived a 
design of proceeding to a river about six pr eight 
miles westward from Accra, in quest of fish. He 
was surprized and seized by a party of Fantees, 
who were in the neighbourhood, and conveyed to 
Berracoe ; where he was beheaded. When the 
people of Accra missed their Fetishman, they km- 
mediately suspected what had happened j and, in 
the night, went in a strong body to the Dutch 
fort (or rather the remains of a fort), where they 
soon made an entrance, seized the person of Mr. 
Yanderpuy the Berracoe chief, and murdered 
him in a cruel manner ; they likewise destroyed 
six of the Dutch Company's slaves whom he had 
taken with him from Berracoe. * 

The government of Accra is of a mixed na- 
ture. An aristocratic form is very often blended 
with a large portion of democracy* When the 
different caboceers are permitted to exercise a full 
authority, their proceedings resemble those of the 
kings of Africa in general ; but this arbitrary 
power is confined chiefly to their slaves ; a free 
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man has a right of trial before the pynitis. Im- 
peachments and trials are not nearly so common 
here, as in the Fantee country. Disputes are 
settled with more rea^diness and moderation. 
Avarice is not so predominant as among the 
Fantees; a moderate fine generally suffices: 
whereas idavery is the ruling punishment for al- 
most all crimes in the Fantee country. 

Superstition is cherished here with much care. 
The FetisAnnen are usually habited An white, a 
colour held here, as well as all over the country, 
in gi^at veneration. It is considered as emble- 
maitiCv of innocence and perfection, and on all oc- 
casions where Fetidb obtrudes, or when it is con-* 
suited, a white vdrtm^it is displayed by the Fe- 
tisiimen, or ^ests. The customs of this country 
bear sucAi a shnilarity with those already i^lated, 
that a description of them might be deemed 
sti^>erflQoas *» - 

* 

^ Two of the most reaiatlable of ibese cttstDAU wif ntust 
aeir„ howcYcr* onit to aiestitiir tb^ $9ttmhmmag ^eetfsioii 
swell sptctilafion^ horn wb«t loHiet tbe inimbitsiits of tiM 
small distsict of Accra deriTcd them, when the suixou|idb9g 
people, as far as we are acquainted, do not practise the same. 
One h circumcision^ which is performed on bo^s about ten or 
twviveyearr? old: the other, imtulitH(m /^ (he maitpox, 
whM Ibiy effect hj inseitififf tfte viritfloutf laatter iatc^ i 
Maall j|^ttii«tiirt upe^r lie wrist 
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The langimge o£ the Accra$ seems to be pecu* 
liar to themselves It bears no connexion what- 
soever with the Ashantee or Fantee language: 
it resembles very much the Afeetn langoage, 
and is sapposed to be understood as far as the 
Ri<o Yolta; which &vbars an opinion of their 
originating from those parts. It is very pro« 
bable they came frcmi Popo ; for Mr« Dalzel, in 
his history of Dahomy, mentions that the greater 
part of the Accras fled to Popo in the year 16S0» 
when the king ei Aqaamboe threatened them : 
and we can hardly suppose they would have 
sought an asfylum among the Popos^ if there had 
been no family-connesion. 

The English fort at Accra is called Fort James ; 
and would be respectabtoy if it had its conqple* 
ment of men : it mounts some heavy cannon to« 
Wiirds the sea^ and towards die Danish and 
Dutch forts. like all our for(s» the garrison of 
this place is too feeble ; it should have a com- 
plemait of at least fifty men, which would render 
it a respectable situation. Thk fort possesses an 
advantage which aU the odier Brkish forts want: 
Hm town is not dose to it ; and being kept more 
clean than towns in general in this country, the 
fbrt enjoys the benefit of pare and refrei4ing aar, 
and alio commands the landkig-plaee in an. 
c^ctnal mamMr« The Landing here h often 
atteniied with danger ^ the place is rocky, and 
the passage intricate, particul^ly at high watar. 



196 

The Englbh and Dutch towns almost join each 
other ', and in every other respect the inhabitants 
are united. 

The Dutch fort, called Crevecceur, was nearly 
demolished in the American war, by the same 
force that failed against Elmina. An attempt 
was made to re-build it not many years ago ; 
a curtain and two bastions were raised, facing 
Fort James, and mounted with cannon : but this 
work has very much gone to decay, and the fort 
altogether may be considered in a dilapidated 
state. Both places are within the range of 
point-blank shot.^ 

The EngUsh and Dutch towns have been 
threatened by the Fantees since 1809; and a 
strong body w^it against tibem in March^ 1810, 
which met with a severe repulse ; since which 
period, the Fantees are * contented to keep up a 
blockade : and the king of Ashantee has pro- 
mised the people of Accra « very asskstanoe, and 
levied a lai^e army for that purpose ; but the 
treacherous conduct of Quow, the king of Aqua* 
pim, and the rebellious behaviour of Attah, the joint, 
king of Akim, ha^ve averted the designs of the 
Ashantee general, and reduced the people of 
Accra to great distress. It is now repmted 
(September, 1811,) that the Ashantee army is 
on its march to Accra; which doubtless will be^ 
tins cause of great change in this part of the 
country. 
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At the distance of two and k half or three iniled 
from Fort James, is situated Christiansborg cas- 
tle ^y the head-quarters of his Danish Majesty's 



* Christiansborg was built by the Portuguese; in what 
year, cannot be accurately laid down. It was but a small 
fortification, and resembled a block-house more than a fort. 
The Swedes expelled the Portuguese ; and:in the year 1657, 
his Danish nugesty Frederick III. sent an expedition to the 
coast of Africa under the dy'ection and command of Sir 
Henry Carlof ; who conquered the Swedish forts Carolusborg 
(now Cape Coast)^ Taccarary, Annamaboe, and Ursu Lodge 
(now Christiansborg). At this period, the Danes had erected 
a fort near Cape Coast, and named it Fritderichsberg ; 
(which was afterwards purchased by the Royal African 
Company, and destroyed). The governor of this . fort 
enlarged Ursu Lodge, and gave it the name of Christiansborg. 
The Danes remained uninterrupted masters of this place 
until the year 1679 ; when it was treacherously sold to Xht 
Portuguese by a man named Peter Bolt. In 1683, it was 
restored by order of the king of Poritugal ; and in ten years 
following, the Aquamboes, who then lived a short distance 
from Accra, took possession of it, at the instigation of the 
Ursn Caboceer, in the following manner* They brought 
down a number of slaves, and a large quantity of gold and 
ivory, in exchange for which they would take nothing but 
guns and powder. T)iis was agreed to by the governor; 
who also consented, that the guns and powder should be 
proved before they were taken out of the fott. Having now 
charged a number of their muskets, they loaded them wit^ 
bullets which they had concealed, and in a moment seized 
the unguarded*garrison, as also every White person in the 
fort ; there was but little resistance made ; no lives were 
lost; and the fort was plimdered, but not injured. "The 
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forte and settlementoM the CmsL Ik m Mit 
90vdiethingf after the ttMttuwr of Efamna, bat nek so 
large. There are likewise tiiree otlicr forts be-^ 
longing to the»Crown of Denmark ; two of tibem 
on the left bank of the Rio Yolta, and one abont 
forty miles East of Christiansborg, Through 
the political changes in Earope, the government 
of Denmark is prevented £rom smding siqqplicei 
for the sapport of ite establishments here. Net 
only the Danes, but the Dutch also, are support* 
ed by a trading intercourse formed on the most 
friendly terms with the English ; the good or 
bad policy of which we will not undertake to in** 
vestigate. The Danes were the first to abolish 
the Slave-trade, and conseqaently were be£9f« 
all Europeans in the introduction of plantmg and 
agriculture. Not only the govemor-in-chief, but 
other gentlemen in the service and out of it, 

Urstt Caboceer wa» proclaimed govemor, and compelled 
both English mid Dutch Wlutes, irfio had oocaiioo to pats 
the forty to pay their obeisance to him ; aAer wfai^, he 
generally treated them ciTilly, and Araqoently hooomned them 
vfith a salute from the great gmis. He often mdnlged 
himself with a salute, so^petimes at^ midnight. The next 
year it was ddyivered up, through the intevoession of the 
Dutch nation, and on a laige sum btmg paid by the Danish 
^Temment. 

Christiansborg has, since that p^riod^ been in the posses- 
sion of the Danes, and almost every governor has made some 
addition to it ; until it has at length become a large and 
irregular pile of buildings as it aow i^ipcan. 
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have theul" re^peetiv^ pUutations* The goveraor 
of Chriaitiaiisborgf (Mr. Schionning) has an ex-* 
tensiye plaatatSon about fifteen miles inland^ 
where cofl^^ cotton, and otheK productiops 
have till lately promised an abundant increase, 
and clearly exemplified the capabilities of the 
country^ if once exerted by enterprise joined 
with persevering industry. The flattering pro* 
spects this gentleman^s industry exhibited, were 
suddenly blasted by the disturbances in this 
country* By some means or other he became 
odious to the king of Ailiantee's general ; and 
when his army commenced their march, Mr. 
Schionning considered it no longer safe to re-^ 
main at his plantation. When the Ashantees 
got to die place, they destroyed the house and 
out*buildings allotted for himself and people, and 
committed every sort of depredation. The hatred 
of tl%e king^s general against Mr. Schionning did 
not end here : he accused him with favouring the 
flight of Quow and ^ttah, and positively re« 
quired the Blacks of English, Dutch, and Danish 
Accra, to deliver him into his hands, to undei^o 
the punislnnent he conceived due to his be- 
haviour. Mr< Schionning, in consequence of 
tlus, was constrajned to keep within the walla of 
his caiillew 

mhenFe is a neat chapel erected here, and wlien 
the service was in a prosperous state, a school 
was established for the education of children of 
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both sexes. The chaplain was at the head of the 
school ; and it was an agpreeable sight to behold 
youth of both sexes, decently clothed, pro- 
ceeding on Sundays to hear Divine service. 
Indeed, both Danes and Dutch have shewn a 
greater desir^: to instruct and improve the minds 
of the natives than the English ; ' although, we 
believe, some years ago, the gentlemen at Cape 
Coast associated for the purpose of forming a 
school for the education of children of every 
description ; and the institution commenced and 
proceeded with favourable hopes of success : but 
it was at length suffered to fall into neglect, 
and finally to be disregarded. 

About forty miles from Christiansborg castle 
is situated the Danish fort of Ningo ; but before 
we arrive at it, there is a small British fort, an 
appendage to Accra, situated at a place called 
Pram Pram, and at the distance of eight miles 
from Ningo. The head Eetish of this part of the 
coast is placed at Pi*am Pram ; and it is sur- 
prizing with what ready compliance, and with 
what deference, obedience is paid to it : one 
instance of the dread and respect paid to this 
demon of superstition, may not be unacceptable, 
and we trust will suffice. 

An English gentleman, who was governor of 
Fort James at Accra, had a son by a slave of his. 
On his departure from the Coast, he bestowed 
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vpdn hetf witli ^lier ireedani, sitfficient to rentier 
kr respectably and independent ; and she a[fter« 
Wttrds became the wife of the caboceer, or chief 
of^'Aqirapim; a country which (as we have 
ilreadty stated) lies at the rear of Accra. The 
child, when arrived at a proper age, was fent to 
ifingland, atid after having* befen edacated^ re« 
tamed to this coftntry, and resided in a respect- 
able manner at Cape Coast. When the king of 
Asbantee revisited the coast, he had in his train 
this caboceer of Aqoapim, who brou^t his wife 
witii him, with a view, probably, of giving her an 
cpportanity of seeing her son. She made a 
journey to Cape Coast for that pnrpese, and was 
received by her son with kindness : bat, as it 
afterwards fell out, she did not experience diat at* 
tention and kindness from his wench, or wife, that 
was expected ; and after a visit of a few days she 
departed, but eareftilly concealed her resentment 
tiH a fit opportunity offered fcr displaying it in its 
effects. Not many months after this, the son £ed, 
leaving some property to his Wench, but n€ki€ to 
his motha- ; which when the latter heard of, dlie 
conceived the design of bem^ revenged on her 
daughta^*in-law for her former inhospitable treat* 
mait. She laid her case (acconipamed with a 
gift) before the Feti^man a;t Piram Fram ; who 
gave her claim the sanction of hid support. After 
which, she dispatched a message to 'Cape Coast, 
denianditfg'hiiif of the pi^operty left>si^ii^^ 

P 




908 

fl^er to the power <»f tbe Fetisk TUs' demmMl 
nodi t^^at acted so forciblyy thai the pMr w4iom 
insfcantly caught that i^fectkm, wUeh a iatmii of 
ncuiTiiig thAdi#pleai|uie of the Fe 
and beeaipe. iaeoBflolable : in ya» did Ait aasiirt 
the iii0ther*w4aw, that no propierty was kft her 
by her hnflhend bofc^ a trifling aiuii» andf m mf^ 
port <rf thisy produced the adaettien of the dfr> 
ceaaed's execotois. She at leiigth caaae to tito 
lemlolion of going to Fran Vmrn^ to rndnarwi 
by her appearance beloce the Fetiibf to nuligBle 
Ihe pngudiee fomed against her. Skm cqtfh 
menecd bar joaraey, and aimed ai Vkam Ifnm^ 
whkher her aceoser also repaimd, who, ikm 
better to support her caiiae» waaatttadcd wnA mm 
anned (woe of q^aids of fifty SMB. TheRtiwh* 
mansoonproBOimoed the opinion of the Vetiib^ 
and sentenced the vidow ^fco pay a^ fine iattH^ 
diort of tiwo«himdrad pounds, which^ with pm^ 
aento gi^en the F<lish^ and:eBpeBC8»atteddM9 
Ae jfmm^f amemted to aa large a som^ Aat 
the i!W#an»wasJMliieed ta abeohrte penMy^; 

"Pmok ftnn^-and SFiiigifclie m the oonfineaef >a 
cj^iwpsiigilt and: liiiwiantt'€oimtry« ThMs^iii 
abendaneeofgameheve: hans^.defer^ pvtridga^ 
gifinea-fowH mty be seen in. graat nombenNi 
ihare are soooie large-sized henMsaliile^ wUeh ai^lfl 
ahnest » a wild state. 
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eaUed Orobaj the cabdceer of king of v^tlX 
is pretty powerful. lPfcei*e iis in this cotiitfjr 
ft temaricable momitaitiy which catt be s#eu 
from the sea at a distance o^ twenty or thirty 
miles. If it be s^en in cleai^ weiather it appearst 
as if topped with snow. 

The Banish fbrt Qaitaf \^ situated at th^ month 
of the Mio Volta ; and another called Adda is on 
the left bank of tftut river. Both these forts were 
pttrc^ailred from Portng^al by the crown of Ben-^ 
Ai^k. The Tolta is si rivei' of sonKe magniAidt^, 
blit inaccessible at its entrance to vesj^els of btir^ 
then, by reason of rocksf and sand-banidir. We 
feam thitt thu) river is about a mile in bread!ith/ 
and, ttom the rapidity of its stream, it dfon(>tles^ 
Aas its origin a considerable distance inland. Ifa 
the Wet BeBi6% it is danoferouii for^ smafii Oraft to 
f entdre near it, ftdnt the impetndsity of the tt<fi^. 
The hippopotamtis^^is Iheqttently seei^ In this rtver 

dnd on its ftanki^. 

•. * ■ '•.•.'. -,.■.•' 

• We have now tttichsi the ^te&aiiV^ df tte 
Cbid-cotost; shd m the cJoOrte bf 6tiY pei^g^tta- 
ifett,. md'dJbaa^tiab of it, We h&te ^toid^d as 
(bar ds pi^bte all eltrailediDs HiAXef, haViiig' ildt 
ftoft^ sttict% ttf coiMctiiesis ds M as localkiibw- 
ledge, diligeat enquiry, aifd g66i iAfonHatibn 

Would aHow US} m^m ttiM; from wM is i^at- 

9 2 
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ed hi tbe fcHr^foing sheets, that the. ea|»dbilitie»of 
this part of Afrioir an not to be depreciated. 

If the distorbed state of this country had com* 
meneedsuhseqaently to the abolition of the Slave* 
trade^ we migbt reasonably have supposed that it 
was in consequence of that measure. All those 
commotions commenced from the Ashantee inva- 
sion ; an event that took place some months be- 
fore the liBite of the Slave-trade was knoisn in this 
country. This invasion of the Ashantees has 
produced discords, commotions, and war, between 
the Fantees and their neighbours, and has earned 
the Ashantees again to invade the Fantee couh 
try. This state of warfare has prevented the 
agreeable changes which were expected to have 
followed the annihilation of the Slave4rade by 
the English; add to which a renewal of it ia 
some degree by die Americans^ and Spaniardf • 
When the country will be tranqnillised, is m pe^ 
nod that may be sought for with much uncertain* 
ty : though we believe the Fantees, particularly 
tiiOBe who live inland, would be glad to come to 
lerms witii the Ashantees, or allow them a free 
communication with Europeans, on their coast} 
which is all the Ashantees requiite* Bvt tfiey aiii 
a vain and obstinate peo|^, and will not yield 
without the interposition of another. power; and 
that power is the En^ish. 

The reader is already in possession of the Fan- 
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tee diaracter, which will inform Mm, that these 
^eof^le are litigious, turbulent, and ungOTernable; 
4n constant hostility with the weak and tmiocent ; 
prone to idleness^ deceit, and avarice. Men of 
irach dispositions cannot be reclaimed by mild 
measures ; it is the hand of terror alone that will 
^tnake l3iem tractable. If the Fantees were not 
iLcpt in some awe by the Ashantees, diey would 
he as troublesome perhaps to the Britbh interest^ 
as they have been to the Dutch : Ibr aHhough we 
well know, they would not come to open hostile* 
ty, or, rather, they would not attempt an open 
rupture, by attackinf^ any ef oar forts ; yet they 
-could cause great annoyance, by storing cont- 
municatipn, and supporting a strict blockade. 
Had they sQcceeded against Ebnina and Accra, 
i«c<ie» and ambitMm might cany them to extra, 
ordinary lengths. We think it wonld be an ef« 
^tual step towards checking the spirit for warfare 
ip liiis eootttry, if ihe exportation of gun*powder 
to it were prohibited. But lliere is one great ch^ 
jeetion to this : the service would be exposed to 
danger : the natives would coalesce periAps, mA 
reduce it to great difficulties : and until it is on a 
more respectable footing, we think the importa*- 
tion of gun*powder into this country could not be 
inrudently prohibited K 
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^ Otber satiOBs would gladly •upply tlieni. 
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^be aunqiwwMry wlw bafe been lately gp>- 
jpoioted by goveniment, to cwmuie the state of 
ibis cQontiy, aii4 thi^ BiitiA aettlemrate ia il^ 
i^iU doubtless satisfy the public wind as to tb# 
condition of the couptry, ai^d the adv^intages 
;Wbi«b are likely to ewnei in Qonseqnance of 
loapre attention being paid to ^. The piAlic ab<i 
vriJX be enabled to judge ciearly, when a coriei;^ 
state of ibe oountry is laid before them, and t* 
4Qrm «K>lid op^i^DSf W to the UI^Kv(4l9ce of it: 
jD)d amoi^ the nwnerans opiniiobs whi^h may be 
4a(prei»ed, ii€0ie.i|l oomw 19 moi^ 
f^mti^n, tb»q t^ «C the gentlemen who weif 
jparticolarly fippqinteij^ and expressly sent ont, to 
.m»ke observationa, and anfuiijes; especially as 
two «f these gentl^mm were not strangen) to 
Tn^iofd Africa^ We trast hoyrevi^, tba^ in in^ 
#pdw9lg^ow #b«eri^atio99 and epinionsQli th« 

im]iyeaft> th^ will not be cQfm4we4 ^^.the eflMv 
1^ ptefimnptimv bio* m mwng frowk 4^ d^wi «f 

Jwproving tbe q^wntry, and npajung i^of mor? 
AdFantagQ to the natiQifc and which WQ h^JP^ tbe 
Cpregaing lipes have sufficiently ivdicated. .. , 

We wiU take the.Uberiy of laying down our 
4)pinian9 under the heads of Traid^ CultiFatioiv 
«lid Civiiiz^tion. 

Tradi:. — Gold and ivory k&^ the staple artir 
ties of the country, they are produced principally 
from the inland parts. The latter is entirely^ 
and the jg^ater part of the iwwr^ brought from 
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t^ interior ; aad €very other artide worfliy of 
oiiFfi^licey.or of use to us, is produced m greater 
aiMiadance inlaiicl, tium on the Crast To in* 
crteae our trade, Hiereforey Ae necessity of a free 
inteiHXKifse with inland oomitries will aj^ear ob- 
vious. The pariianmimry grant annndliy aSo^- 
ed Ibr die siq^poit- of the BiHish settlement!^ on 
Ihii €oa^, is inadequate te an eicfeenston of our 
iiiAaence in th» eeanti^; and until an addition is 
vnde to that sum, any tffi>it to become connected 
wiih inland stotes^ we sfaauld suppeee, woold 
]^roTe abottire. If our attention be directed to 
the creation of new exp<»table produce, and 
which w0 wSl ^snppose can be eflfected by con« 
iniing our speculations to Ihe Sea«coast ; thedstHt 
^grant wall,: even in that case, be feund inanifficient 
tn support ndoessai^y anthorily, to prcttect pr4^»er- 
l^v and to pareserve the fruits of labour and in* 
ddstry 6om {dnnder. By increaiiing the sum an^* 
nually granted, to forty or fifty, ihousand pounds, 
tifidi^' could; be yasHy improved. If it were de- 
liired to extend our trade mland, alliances should 
be fosmed with men of power, and residaotser 
agmts should foe placed at tte prtncipal towns; 
for the purpose, in addition to other objects, of 
en^uraglng a eonfi^ende in our friendship^ of 
getting at 1ib& resources of the country, and of 
eactendini^ cmib maandactiu-es among the natives; 
partieil]aHy'tho$e iartides adapted fer wearing- 
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apparalt maay such articles wodd be brouglA 
into ^nand, eoane Imens^ for instaacet wocdkm, 
checks, hard«ware, &c. whidi atpr^ent arem 
no esteem* Ei^eiy nation intand woold eagafy 
seek for our articles of IndOt ttsd, in tbe cooraa 
of time, carayans, or traTeUii^ companies^ would 
be established by the natives bordering i^pon this 
coast ; which would be die means of introdhiciag 
our mann&ctores into die most wmo^ parte of 
this extensive, and, we may add, unknown oon^ 
tinent Evary pemn who possesses a knofrie^pe 
of this country, wiU d«ariy perceive tlie impor. 
tence of becoming araqwainted with inland states^ 
and of introdadng oar seTeral mannfiictoies into 
the heart of the coontry. We shoidd be no 
longer contented witb the enjoyment of a co as t 
trade, for the natives are in want of onr coarse 
articles of manitfactnre, and they weidd daily get 
aiM)aainted with almost every aitide we codd 
ftumish them with* 

The foregoing arraiqpement is, however, &hle 
to impediments and objections: bat it is well 
known, how readily impedimmts may be re* 
moved, if judgment and peneverance be cem* 
bined. 

A great oljection whidh presents itself, is, tilpft 
the undertaking would be attended with moie 
expence than the present sta|e of the nation can 
well affi>rd»— In answer to this, I will obeenre. 



tliat objects of less importance should be eitfaer 
ratinqoidbeidiy or the exigence attending them re- 
duced: for many of our artisans, and manufac* 
turersy would be called into action, who are now 
languishbg for employment, and ^^xposed to the 
miseries of indigence. 

Another objection may be titarted. The Gold* 
coast is not naturally favourable for promoting 
die objects stated ; inasonuch as it is deprived of 
navigable rivers, by which an easy access could 
be formed with inland states :*-^nd it is inhabited 
by different tribes, who would prevent, or at least 
radeavour to frustrate, our designs ; which would 
draw the Service into disputes, ultimately subvert 
sive of the object in view : — ^and besides, tlie^^^ 
ferent settlements, particularly some of them, are 
so §fir apart, that they are ill calculated to assist 
each other in case of a sudden emergency. — The 
Gold-coast certainly presents an unfitvolirable apt^ 
pearance as it regards an open communication hj 
means of rivers ; and, in some places, the landing 
is v^ often dangerous. But very few indeed of 
tl^ great rivers of Africa are easy of access, so 
that the €rold^oast is not the only part of this 
continent which is deprived of that advantages 
imd we diaU find the land&ig Along the Gold* 
coast, particularly from Cape Three-Points to 
Aoera, is less dangiprous than any other part of 
the whole fine of coast, from Cape Yerd to, per<« 
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hfips, the Cape of Good Hope. If dtis part^ 
Africa have not the advantage fit open riven it 
is capable of fbrmiRg m esteasive i aktnd navtga* 
tioB : tliere are mluny rivers wfaieh iii%fat bo rea* 
dily iwited; aad it woald probably be fygmd^ tibat 
these rivers, (which undoubtedfy rise from ane ar 
more, larger rivers, or have tfacsraonroe aoKnig 
bi^h moimtaiiis,) would form sodii oomiexiom as 
wotlld lead to important discoveries* The rivas 
on the windward coast, or to the westward of 
Cape Palmas, ran invariably, we faeliera^ ieom 
tbe eatitward; whereas those on the €k)ld-4M>ait 
nm from the northward, faasing naariy rigkt 
angles with eadb otba« Tboee ^ocoms admit of 
favouraible sttpposikiana towards the faoifily of in* 
laiid navigation* 

The Fantees, we believe, are the only people 
that wonld mimi&st adiqpositioa adverse to inkndr 
i||terconrsa: and if they wonld not tabwt toreastn^ 
able <ind mild propositions^ we are convinced Aab 
they would not only socm see the necessity of 
coming into our planer but would expedite the u 
by every means in their power. For let uaaop^ 
pose, that with the pecuniary meansf 4dr$a^ stal^ 
ed the Jnilitary strength of the Serviee woidd bo 
considerably angmei^ted, which, for the ^pmpom 
of securiag success,, flbould be one tbousandinuni^ 
made up of £ur<q[>eims and natives in the prok 
portion of opt^ to t\f q. Apollonia ia itho. io^niy &ifl 



on tbe Gold-cpasty we think, that is too widely 
detached ; it requires at least two days to trav^ 
firpm Pixcove to ApoUonia } the distance being 
about Bixty miles, which, in a climate like this, is 
top fatiguing for a journey of two successive days. 
The possession of Fort Anthony at Axim, would 
remedy this incouTenience, and in other reBpeots 
would^rbe a place of some consequence. The 
Dutch, perhaps, would exchange it for Whidah ; 
a settlement of no importance to us, when we 
consider that it is oidy remarkinble for Slave* 
trade, and that it .is under as mudi controul, and 
more, under the dominion of the kii^ of .Daho»> 
nry, than the British nation. 

, CuLTiVAnoK«<^We will consider this sub- 
ject in two points of view ; plantations attempted 
by ^QmropeanS) and those which may be ;underw 
taken by th^ natives. Tiie great obstade against 
an undertaking of Ihis kind by Earopeans, is the 
present insecurity |or property ; let this impedi» 
ment be removed, and oultivatioa inay be carried 
pnto any extent, and, no doubt, yfiiti success and 
advantage. The writer had ^no opportunity. 4if 
seeing the |diaatati<m conducted by tbe Danish 
go?ien»or (Mr. Schiyniung) } bift he has convene 
ed with gentlemen who had been there, and whe 
were oapabte of maJung observations with ji»%* 
VMIt Hi^agreeciinidl tliiir rqpsrt&asio^ 
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fertility of the soil, and the vigoroiis condition oT 
its productions. 

Cotton is the most proiltable and most certain 
article that will grow on the sea-coast Coffee, 
sagar-cane, rice, com, indigo, fraits of varions 
kinds, and Enropean prodncttons, wiQ be pro* 
dnced with gfreater success inland, that is to say^ 
at the distance of from fifteen to twenty miles : the 
soil is generally better at this distance, and there 
is more moisture throughout the year. Cabbages, 
peas, turnips, carrots, cucumbers, melons, differ* 
ent salads, and other esculents for the table, can 
foe produced in any quantity inland ; which 
would be highly beneficial to the garrisons on the 
<^ast, and to His Majesty's sliips resorting hither. 
Labourers can be procured widi iacilsty, and in 
emisiderable numbers. The usuid pay to labour* 
ers is from. two to three ackies a month, that is, 
ten or fifteen slullings currency. But the most 
certain method of securing labourers, rendmng 
them more useful, and more attached to the in- 
terest of the planter, would be to take a dumber 
of pawns. They are procured by advancing a 
nm upon security, usually from one to two ounces, 
and aUowing them one ackey a month for subsist^ 
«ice, orotherwke satisfying tiieir wants m that 
TCspect. They in general labour Willmgly, if 
treated kindly, an^ punctually paid. In -die 
l»tese of tme, ttiey become attached to^thato 
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^mphftr, and* would aflrist in enardtur lum 

The natives vrill not attend to the cnltivatkHi 
of new and esqportaUe articles of produce^ unless^ 
an example be set before them. The natiyes in*, 
land diligently attend to the sort of cultivation, 
tiiat they have been early accustomed to, and 
which is necessary for th^r support: namely, of 
niaize, yams, cassada, sweet potatoes, various kinds 
of pulse, plantains, bananas^ &;c« &c. Maite, or 
Indian com, is the staple commodity pf the coun* 
try, and in some places much attention is paid to 
the cultivation of it. Millet is cultivated in a 
small way ; and many articles are produced with* 
ont much attention, such as pepper, pine-apples, 
Jttgar-cane, &c« 

ClTiiii2ATios7w-~If cultivation were intro^ 
dnced on a large scale, we may suppose that civir 
Itzation would introduce itself with it, at least we 
think it would facilitate the introduction of that 
agreeable and salutary object When {dbmting 
is g^enerally followed, and in course industry 
spread throughout the country, civilization will 
gradually find its way among every class : we 
mean that branch of it vtrhich would unite the 
.inhabitants more firmly with each other; that 
would lessen irregularities and discords, would 
tranquillize their passioos, and, in short, would 
morality among every order. We are 
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troU aefwJBted witfa tiie eftetoof nduitijv tndk 
idleness, on minds vapoKsiiedy w maducaltdf 
and dieir inflnenee mi tlie natitw here is rettiark* 
ftbly evident. A peraen wdold sqppoM, aiid iH'-' 
deed very reasonably, that the natiiFes who haiFO 
been many years accustomed to die manneis of 
Enropeans, should far excel the men inland is 
good qnaiities: but this is not the caeo; vfee id 
more i^wafent on tile Coast, thtt^atsoMO d)slftae# 
from it; and the cause el tina diffwence is toe^ 
obvions to require an exposition. 

The first step towards civffization should be to 
annihilate the Kave4radeMil#<»; ivhilsti there itf 
any opportunity c€ selhngf slates, or of aoqoiringf 
weakh by means of phmder, eivffixalion and in- 
dustry will not be formed on a soUd baMa in lj^ 
country. By indasHy we aEiean> moh indklstty^ as 
would entice the nativeifr i» tile cnKuf e of nefw 
articles calculated for exportation. Me next 
step should be, to estdbBsb scho^, which, in ad* 
dition to rea£ng, writing, and aceompCs, Iboidd 6e 
capable of affinding' insttaction in v arions mei^a*> 
nical branches^ It is evident, that wi^euft schooh^ 
ciyilization will not proceed with sneoeas; Md it is 
also manifest, tiiat a striet govemmentf is* hi^fU^ 
necessary to be established in the cfouiiiry . We 
do not mean a government- bordering onr despots 
ism, or entirely a military power, but such a g^K 
vemment as would gradually abolish evil prac-' 
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tices and absurd customs; a government that 
would have the power of introducing wholesome 
laws and regjdatiMs^ and the means of enforcing 
obedience to them : and until such a system is 
carried into execution, in addition to other pro- 
positions wbicl|t we have taken the Hberty of 
stating, we anticipate ho change in this country, 
of mueh benefit tb il^ or of considerably fncrmsed 
unportance to Great 



ADDITIONAL PAPIHIS 

BBLATITE TO THE 

GOLD-COAST. 

(TiwutiMed to the PMMm ^fimr tie pnee^ng Shete 
hadteen eammitted to the Preee*) 



XHAT part of the coast of Guinea^ which is 
known by the name of 7%6 OoUUcoast, is gene- 
rally considered as commendng at Assinee, and 
terminating at the Rio Yolta. It lies between 
4 deg. 50 min. and 5 deg. 40 min. of North lat. 
and lies East and West of the meridian of 
Greenwich, at the distance of about 1 deg. 
45 min. East, and about 3 deg. 16 min. of West 
longitude^ The whole extent of it may be com* 
puted at about three hundred and fifty miles. 



I. FARTHER PARTICULARS 
RESPECTING ACCRA. 

AccKA was antiently a great and populous 
nation. The chief town or metropolis was situ«^ 
ated about sixteen miles £rom the sea, and was of 
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tome extent The government of the country 
was monarchical, and perhaps despotic : the suc^ 
cession is said to have been hereditary^ Fi*om 
frequent wars with their neighboursj particularly 
with the AquamboeS) an inland people, the Accras 
were so reduced and divided, that they were ulti* 
mately subdued by that nation : great slaughter 
and desolation were committed; and the vbxi,* 
quished fled with the utmost precipitation for suc<>* 
cour and for refuge, to difierent places. The 
royal family with their attendants escaped to 
Papo; some fled to the Crepee and Fantee 
countries; others secreted themselves in woods 
and remote places along the coast : and when the 
fury of pursuit and the heat of revenge were 
abated in their enemies, they settled under the 
Portuguese (now a Dutch) fort j where they re- 
mained unmolested. 

The present extent of Accra is from the river 
Saccomo, about eight miles westward from Fort 
James, to Temma, a village situated on the sea-^ 
shore : the whole extent of it is about twenty-^six 
miles in length, and from twelve to twenty iti 
breadth. The English and Dutch towlis of 
Accra, although separately built, are connected 
in every other respect, and niay^be considered 
one large town, united by femily-afiinity > by laws, 
customs^ and government ; ai^d which can muster 
about three thousand armed men* 

Prior to the present war, and to the abolition of 

a 
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the Slave-trade, a vast trade was carried cm at 
Accra by many nations. Here might be seen a 
conflux of Asbanteesy Akims, Aquapims, Fantees^ 
4quamboeSj Crepees^ and even a remote inland 
people who w^Jit under the appellation of Bun- 
coeft; a name given by the Fantees^ to men, 
whoi^ country is not known, or wha come ^ long 
way from the interior : this term i>f4iico(e, in iti^ 
literal meaning, signifies an ignorant fellow, or, 
as the Fantees express it^a bush-man. 

Eastward from Accra town, lies the Panish 
castle Ckristiansborjh It is a strong but irregu- 
lar fortification, situated about three mUesi frorn^ 
Fort James; contiguous, to whidi is a town 
called Ussu. Ghristiansborg was originally bnilt 
hy^he Portuguese, hut the Danes enlarged and 
strengthened it, amd buik a redoubt westwaid 
from the castle, to protect the town, and likewise 
as a check upon it, on the event of a disposition 
to revolt* Ghristiansborg was once pos^^^ised by^ 
the Swedes, by the English, and even by th^ 
natives!! It &rms the head-quart^K of thft 
Danish settlements in this country. They^are all 
immediately under the direction of the crnvfu^ 
and before the late changes took place in Europe^ 
they were in a very respectable condition* 
Among the officers who composed the hpads oi^ 
the Service from time to time, were fouild, g^KH 
tlemen possessed with a spirit for discovery and 
improvement, not so clearly observable among 
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the English or Dutch. This distinctioti arose, 
probably^ from a confidence in being rewarded 
for their industry; or perhaps from some allure* 
ment exhibited by their government for such en- 
terprises *. The Dutch are remarkable for hor- 
ticulture, with which the Danes have conjoined A 
desire for culture in general. 



* In 1798^ agentieman> P.Thonaingi tvas sent out by 
the Danish government to inspect the capabilities of the 
country^ and make botanical researches : he was followed by 
another gentleman, H. Schmidt, for the like purpose* Tliese 
two gentlemen were fully competent to the task dsi^ignecil 
Iheiki, and doubtless made sdme useful and valuable discd^ 
verie»i both in botany and other subjects connected with nsi* 
tural history* The latter indeed did not live to complete hiaf 
purpose; but the former, on leaving the country, had disco** 
vered forty-two new genera^ and two hundred and four spe- 
cies of plants. He likewise made a survey of th^ cotintry 
from Accra to the Volta, 

We have already noticed, that Mr. Sdhionning hiis ct coff-» 
sidetable' plantation inland. Here follows a description of it 
iii'that gentleman's own words : — ** In October, 1808, 1 put 
some coffee-berries in the ground ; and in the following 
JunCi 1 transplanted about sixteen thousand young trees t 
I have every year added to this stock ; and in November 
last (1810), I had growing thirty-six thousand five hundred 
healthy coffee-tre^s of different ages» Last year I had a 
^ nice crop ; and I am sure^ that I should have had from 
** sixteen thousand to twenty thousand pounds weight oi 
^ coffee this year, had not the Ashantee war put a stop to 
my exertions; I calculate upon a pound and a half an^* 
nually when the trees are four years old. Ito k^^p niy 
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Three miles from Ussii is a village called Xa^ 
badee ; which^ with Ussu^ can turn out about one 
thousand armed men. 

Six miles from Labadee lies Tcissy^ where the 
Danes have a redoubt, built in 1787, which 
mounts sixteen guns. 

Two miles frirther on is a small village called 
Ningo. Labadee and Ningo were formerly 
▼ery populous, and appear to have fceen indepen- 
dent states. Both tovrns were situated rather 
inland, and contained upwards of forty thousand 
men. There appears to have been a never-ceas- 
ing enmity between them, which finally effected 
their ruin : the Accras interfered, and terminated 
their quarrels by reducing them to great distress, 
banishing them from the country, and destroying 
their towns. 

From Ningo lies Temmay where the Accra 
country terminates ; it is a small town, and where 
the Dutch had formerly a fort. 

From Temma lies Ponjfy another small town. 
The Dutch had likewise a small fortification 
here. 



^* plantation in good order, one person is necessary to one 
'' thousand trees. On high land the coffee-tree thrives much 
^* better than on level or marshy ground. High-land coffee 
" is far superior in flavour^ but not so advantageous as the 
*' low-land coffee, which being much larger^ is in course 
'* much heavier/^ 
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Close ,to Pony was antiently a very large town, 
called Sigga. War destroyed it j and there is 
no vestige of it remaining. 

Eastward from Pony, lies Pram Pram ; where 
the English had a small foi-t, called Vernon's 
Fort. It went to decay some yeara ago, and a 
redoubt was erected in the same situation in 1806 : 
but having been built with bad materials, and 
run up with much haste and less judgment, it is 
now falling fast to decay. 

About six miles from Pram Pram is the town 
of Ningo ; where the Danes have a compact fort, 
built in 1734, called Fredericksborg. It lies 
about thirty-five miles East from Christiansborg 
Castle *. 
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* About twelve or sixteen miles North from Ningo are 
two remarkable hills, called Crahbo and Sheye. 

Crabbo hill, as it is commonly called, stands unconnected, 
and is almost perpendicular : it is a solid rock, covered with 
mould and some large timber ; it is very fertile, and abounds 
with plenty of sweet water, even at its summit. The inha- 
bitants, who (as Mr, Schionning remarks) are deceitful, cruel, 
and revengeful, subsist mostly by tilling the ground and cul- 
tivating the palm-tree. They are governed by a chief, and 
«an muster about two thousand five hundred fighting men : 
their hill is their fortress, to which they retire on the ap^ 
proach of an enemy, and consider themselves invincible. 
The Ashantees were twice defeated by them, in August last 

The hill of Sheye is not so high, nor so fertile as Crabbo : 
it is situated about twelve miles North of Pony, and has 
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From Ningo until we get to Adda, a dktaAce 
of thirty*six miJ^s, there is no town, not evea 
shelter for a traveller. Adda is situated ob^ the 
left bank of the Rio Y olta, and at about six miles 
from its mouth. The town is not an island^ as is 
generally supposed, and as it is errcmeously hid 
^wu in some charts. Hwe is a Danish f&tt, 
\mit in 1783, called Kongensteea : it ia a r^ukr 
Square wiih four bastions^ and mounting twenty* 
four guns. The town of Adda contains abool 
Que l^oQ^and men. 

The Adfimpe country, which commflnces at 
|^)^|iy, ends Here : it differs in some degree from 
Acer a^ botb^ in language ai^d religious customs. 
This country is rather barren than fertile : com 
is only produced once a year, and affords but a 
scanty supply to the inhabitants ; who likewise 
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{ilenty of spriog-waiter. The inhabitants are supported b^ 
agriculture^ and the mamifacture of eaithen-^ware^ wbich 
consists chiefly of pots of different sizes and foi'm3; and to 
i^hich purpose the nature of the clay is peculiarly adapted* 

It is necessary to notice another remarkable hill^ in^cb 
Ue£f between Crabbo and Aquamboe, and at the distaaoe of 
^bout twenty-six miles N. N, £. £rom Ningp» It is called 
Naio, and is the highest land in this part of AfricQ. In cleas 
weather it may be seen a considerable distance from the sea: 
it is not inhabited, nor is it covered with snow. It is e^ 
reneously ealled Crabborhill; and in the Afi^can Pilot, fmd 
ill charts, it is called Great Ningo. The Volta flowsiat its 
ba^» and renders it abundantly fertU«t^ 
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Cultivate groand^beans, cassada, and eiSichallots;, 

and attend to the breeding of sheep and poultt^. 

Neither is much useful timber produced here j 

tome fit for furniture may be procured, but even 

tff that the supply is scanty. This country, like 

Accra, is open, and abounds with extensive plains^ 

Ibeautifaliy interspersed .with ttees and busteil. 

There is no considerable high land to be observed^ 

€t&cepting what we have taken notice of; but 

i^any gentle acclivities, crowned wifli trees and 

shrubs, not only give the country a rich picturesque 

iippekf^nc^, but afford concealment to a variety of 

gMOte, Mth a^ deer, antelopes, hares, pheasantsr/ 

^inea-fowb, partridges^ pigeons, doves, &c. 

The banks of the river abound #ith a variety of 

t^tj^Mic birds. There is great scarcity of good 

^srter throughout this country ; trhich is no small 

iviconvenience to the inhabitants. Adampe^ as 

#ell as Accra, is capable of producing cotton tdr 

hi^h perfection, but no other colonial produce, ta 

any greart extent : the soil is not rich, nor moist 

enough for sugar-cane, or coffee : a species of the 

ifidigo plant grows spontaneously throughout the 

cotmtry. 

A«r to the character of the natives, we wiU set 
it d6Mni in the Words df Mr. Scbionning, a gen- 
iSteiifan high in the Datii^ s<ervice ; and to whose 
intelligent observations respecting this and coun- 
tries in the neighbourhood of the Volta, the writer 
is mua* itid^btedi ^' Bdth nations" (Awra and 
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Adainpe), says that gentleman, ^^ are remarkably, 
indolent, addicted to drunkenness, luxpry, false 
pride, avarice, deceit, &c. I am almost siure,'* 
continues he, ** they are (excepting indolence) 
not so by nature, but have acquired these, in a 
great measure from the Whites, whose manners 
they endeavour to adopt v^ithout the power of 
discriminating betwisen right and wrong/' . . ^ 
Bjo Voi-TA.-^The entrance of this river is 
about six miles below Adda, and aboi]it 
seventy miles from the English foii at Accra. 
From its rapidity, and from the tremendous 
breakers at the mouth of it, the Portuguese very 
appropriately bestowed upon it the name of 
Rio Volta. Although the entrance to this river 
is full of danger and difficulty, and cannot be 
safely attempted during the rainy season; yet 
we hear of an American brig having sailed into 
it ^. The Volta is broad at the entrance and 
above Adda, bui not deep : it is however navi- 
gable for small craft nearly as far as Aquamboe ; 
a distance of about a hundred miles . from the 
sea, where rocks and small cataracts render a 
further ingress impracticable^ even for small ca- 
noes. The tide ebbs and flows as far as Malfy ; 
a distance of about forty miles from the sea. 
Excepting Adda, all the towns and villages 



^ yffl^ C^art 9beet to PalseFs History of Pukomy, 
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on the left bank of this river belong to the 
Crepee country. 

On the opposite shore of the Yolta, and on 
the sea-side^ lies another Danish fort called 
Prindsensteen : it was built in 1783, and is both 
strong and handsome. 

The Volta runs nearly north-west and south- 
east, and separates the countries of Aquapim 
and Aquamboe. It takes its rise very likely 
in Ashantee, or, what is more probabloj it 
may be a branch of the Tandoy a large rivet 
reported as running to the eastward, and which 
the Ashantees are obliged to cross in coming 
to the coast. The banks of the Volta are 
lined with an exuberance and a variety of tim- 
ber. The mangrove is the most remarkable, 
from the universal esteem the bark of it is held 
in among the natives for tanning. 

The Volta, like the Nile, overflows its banks, 
and annually inundates a considerable tract of 
country. This annual inundation not only en- 
riches ^he soil of this beautiful country, and 
renders it remarkably fertile, but is the source 
of wealth to the inhabitants of Adda, and adja- 
cent villages. When the waters recede, ot are 
evaporated, they leave behind a thick bed of 
saline matter, which is converted into salt by 
the heat of the sun, and sold to the people inland, 
often at a great price. 
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A4tJAWlwt.-^W* have l^maAdd in A )>M^ 
ceding page of this Work, that to «ee this tinta* 
try to advantage, \re must proceed a c^&in 
distance inland; where we behold a yaiSft dif^ 
ference in the soil, in the climate^ and in th6 
manners of the natives : and there is no piH 
of Africa, peiiiap$, moife eonf<mnable to the 
truth of those <^inions, than the country whieft 
we af e now about to de^eribe, 

Aquapvm is a mountaino«is etimtff, ft/rtBittg 
a I'egular continuation of Ml) and dale; thS 
former crowned with trees of an immense fiffz*< 
the latter enriched witb every thing whi^h AM 
hand of nature, ^parently, could bestdW vtpdii 
it. It its bounded by Accra and Adampe td 
the South and East, by Fantee to tilie Westt, 
and to the North by the Rio Volta. It contakni 
seventeen towns and villages^ ; all of them, ei^ 
cepting one, situated on the summits of moun- 
tains : which adds very much to the beautiftf 
scenery of the country. It abounds vrith flief 
purest water; which runsy down the hiHs fromi 
numberless springs, that branch off in a variety' 
of directions^. To use the words of Mr. Schion- 
ning. — ^*' I h^ve been dmost over ther whnlcf 
counti*y," says he ; " and as to beauty of p'ro- 
«ipect, pleasing variety, and local adtaritagfesr, t 
never saw any thing equal; ttor can I compact? 
any part of the world where 1: have beerf, to it : 
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in short, you may compare it to what poets 
describe when they depict natare in all her 
elegance *.'* 

The government of the country is vested in 
a chief ; who exercises his power with an abso- 
Inte sway : the people pay the most submissive 
pbedience to his commands; and are partica- 
Iiorly polite and kind to Europeans. The men 
are rather of the middle size, clean and neat in 
their persons j of bright natural parts, but ob- 
stiaate in their opinions ; neither are they want- 
ing in courage. Agriculture is their chief sup- 
port J and before the present war, they supplied 
Accra and Adampe with almost all the neces- 
saries of life : — ^Aquapim was in fact the granary 
ei those countries. Their houses are smalt, and 
low, but remarkably clean. Their chief trade 
consisted in agricultural productions, which al- 
ways met with a ready^sale, and for which they 
leeeived, in return, salt, dried fish, gunpowder, 
iron, guns, and cotton-manufactures. 

This country is capable of every kind of cul- 
tiration. Sugar-cane, if not checked in itsr 
gri^wth by ants, will grow to a luxuriant size ; 



* AcGordiag ta the language of MittoB, 

" Nature here 
** Wantoned as in her prime, and play'd at will^ 
** Her virgin fancies pouring forth more sweet, 
*• Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss." 
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coffee and other Colonial produce wonld also 
grow here with success ; in short, for colonization^ 
a more desirable country cannot be found. The 
climate is healthy, and agrees particularly well 
with Europeans; as has been often proved. 
The mountains attract the clouds, which often 
distribute their watery contents over this country ; 
and this contributes not a little to the fertility 
of the soil. The temperature of the air is like* 
wise much improved from this cause* 

The country abounds moreover with medi- 
cinal herbs and plants; and the doctors were 
known to })erform wonderful cures merely by 
simples. '^ Their medical knowledge/' says 
Mr. Schionning, ^' is not so extensive as our 
learned folks in Europe. An able physician, with 
us, must have systematically studied a vast num- 
ber 'of disorders the human body is liable to ; 
and it is therefore no wonder if he be at times 
left in the dark, and that his memory fails him ; 
for it is extremely difficult to retain the prescribed 
arrangement, and method of cure of such a 
number of maladies. The Blacks are not so; 
a doctor, when applied to, will answer instantly : 
^ I have or have not medicine for this disorder ;* 
(i. e.) I have or have not studied this disorder. 
If he have not, ^e will leave you instantly : in 
the contrary case, you are almost sure 6f being 
cured." ** When at my plantation, I sent for a 
famous man in order to consult with him about 
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a disease some of my people were afflicted with. 
He answered instantly, * I don't know how to 
cure this.* * What do you understand then ?' 
He replied : ' I understand to cure dysentery, 

* eye-sickness, rheumatic swellings, pain in the 

* limbs, and sterility.' I employed him fre- 
quently since in the three first instances, and 
always with good success." 

" I presume," continues Mr. Schionning, 
" wheat would grow well in Aqus^im j all 
European garden-productions grow as well here 
as in Europe : it is impossible to rear sugar, on 
account of the ants; they are almost every 
where ; and where they are, they destroy the 
canes before they arrive to any perfection. I 
have been told, that there are some places in 
the mountains where these destructive insects are 
not met with. Here sugar-cane grows to an 
immense size ; but the inconveniences attending 
the carriage of it would be too considerable, to 
admit of any advantage." 

II. ASHANTEE CAMPAIGN. 

In February last (1811), a numerous army 
came from Ashantee under the command of a 
man called Apocu 4 and after having marched 
through Akim, where they met with some loss, 
in various combats with the brave people of that 
country, they invaded Aquapim. Apocu met 
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with very little reidstance here ; all flew befm:^ 
htm ; the greater part went to Fantee, some id 
Crabbo hill, and the caboceer with his family to 
Adda. Apocu soon ascended the mountains^ 
and encamped with his army at Sheye : thence 
the army went to Adda in pursuit of the^ Aqua- 
pim caboceer Quaw« As soon as the Adda0 
understood that an Ashantee army was ap^ 
proaching/ all the inhabitants left the town, and 
settled on an island in the Yolta; and Quaw 
comanenced bis march by private pathi back 
to Aquapim. Apocu began pillaging Adda 
town, and for a time treated with the Addat 
about delivering Qnaw ; fnr. the Ashantees 
would not believe tlmt Quaw was retixmed. 

Whilst at Adda, the army committed no 
great outrages; governor Flindt and bis gar- 
idson were treated with civility; and tbisf 
behaviour was acknowledged by Mr. Flindt 
with various presents and acts of kindness, and 
he placed so much confidence in Apocu, and biff 
leading men, that he daily walked out and con- 
versed with them. This friendly intercourse conti- 
nued Until the 2d of April last ; when, early in the 
mormng, the army Invoke up, and set the town 
on fire. Mr. Flindt, at this period, being vto^r 
m apprehension of danger, or treachery, went 
out: to Apocu, who forced him to march with 
Ikxt army. In the mean ^i^ile, the scattered^ 
ifekhna and Aquapims unitedi a^d being joined 
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%y SQme Fanteeiy occupied the Aquapim moan'* 
tains. When Apacu got intelligence of this, he 
marched his army back to Sheye, and encamped 
there a second time, preparing for an attack. 
He soon ascended the mountains in search of 
the enemy ; but by superipr vigilance, and i^ 
belter knowledge of the . country, the combined 
forces were not only enabled to make good % 
second retreat, but to annoy the advanced guapd 
9f the Ashantees, whenever it approached. Thi# 
ineffisctul sort of warfare was continued for wmei 
lima ; during which, owing to hiigne, aiHl th^ 
had and brackish water at Adda, the Ash^teet 
lost ma]^y men. Elated in some degree by <^ia 
misfortune, the confederates resolved to hazard a 
battle ; and accordingly , some time in June, th€^y 
marched forward to opposQ tlie Ashantees. A 
battle was fought, which every report says waft 
severe ; night only putting an end to thet^oU'* 
flid; and both armies separated in the darii. 
The confederates however retreated, (the Fantoet 
with their accustomed bravery having set the 
example ;) which left the palm of victory to th^ 
Ashantees, who in course becanae conquerors^:, 
Plough, mdeii^, they had no conc|uest to boaMr , 
^f, if we except the capture of some harnda9% 
wom^a wd cliiidren, who. lived concealed m 
a large cavern, and who were treacherously b#r 
frayed by a Pram Psam woman. AH th^ tojmOt 
and villages of Aquapim were now. hucoied wA 
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destroyed, and devastation spread itself rapidly 
throughout the whole country. Apocu, to com-> 
plete his conquest, invested the hill of Crabbo, 
where a strong body was encamped : he was 
however twice defeated here, and obliged to 
raise the blockade. > He returned to Aquapim^ 
where the army again encamped, and remained 
until the end of September ; when they directed 
their march back to Ashantee, or, as some reports 
say, to the Akim country ; where the army will 
remain until reinforced. Mr. Flindt remained 
with the Ashantee army, from the 2d of April 
to the 2d of September ; and in the course 
of that time, doubtless, experienced many priva- 
tions : he was however well treated by Apocu, 
and the principal men, but frequently insulted by 
the common people ; (a circumstance which we 
might reasonably suppose). He lived with the 
general, whose table was not indifferently pro- 
vided : when the army was encamped, he had 
his own hut or tent ; and when on the march, he 
had men appointed to cany him. The kindness 
and attention manifested by Apocu, did not, 
however, incUne him to liberate Mr. Flindt, 
without a stipulated sum, amounting to 50 ounces 
or £200 in merchandize, which, ' with presents^ 
and various expences, increased that sum to 
nearly double : so that this gentleman's confi- 
dence in the integrity, and friendship of the 
AsbaQLtee general cost him nearly £400, in addi- 
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tion to much anxiety and fatigue. It is very 
probable that Apocu suspected some collusion 
between the Aquapim caboceer and Mr. Flindt, 
for the escape of that person : otherwise, we 
think, that he would not have put Mr. Flindt to 
such inconvenience and expence* 

III. DISEASES AMONG THE 

NATIVES. 

It will doubtless be expected, that something; 
should be said of the Diseases incidental to the 
natives of the Gold-coast ; with their manner of 
treating them. But here* we must confess, some 
difficulty presents itself; not so much in laying 
down the several diseases, as the manner in wh^ch 
they are treated : for where Art is but little un« 
dei'Stood and not cultivated, there is of course a 
vast deal of error and confusion ; Nature is very 
oilten left in an undisturbed performance of her 
functions : and indeed her beneficence here is pe-* 
culiarly observable. The women in general per*' 
form the office of the Surgeon, as well as of the 
Physician : their manual operations are confined 
to scarifications and cupping; both of whidbi 
they perform with much dexterity. Their man« 
ner of selecting different roots and herbs, and 
their choice of them, discover no mean know^ 
ledge in botany : there is scarcely a plant withr 
out its peculiar virtue among them. Their me- 

R 
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didftl knoWledg^^ is confined Within the family^ 
hhd is seldotn imparted to more than one, wh^ itf 
usually a female. The men whd profess a know-* 
ledge in this way, are more bold in their practiced 
than the wbmen, and they may be justly censider^ 
ed in the same light sis our itoountebankHloctors. 
They are supposed to perform wonderful cures j 
and deeeive their patients by their expertness and 
pretended knowledge. These men are ranked 
among the Fetish-^men, and impose very much 
ttpon the credulous atid s^erstitiolldt When a 
{>ers6ii is tfuddenly seized with pain in the hi^ad^ 
bdck^ breast, or sides, it is often rmputed "to the 
iilfltteiice of some tnaHgti power. Ih such e^^es, 
i^Ucation i» ibade to these men; ffho^ With 
imldi ceremony, and to tfa« ^teht MilMfa«tieR 
of the afflicted, e^trael fVotn' ti^e part the ^pi^^ 
td cause of their misety, whieh perhaps is^ piece 
df Bone, itmi^ a amstW crab^ a- spider, ^t setec^ 
itisect; 

'^ Otie of the soldiers hitat^tut^ ib the fbrt M 
Wimiebalr, Was taken ill wiA h feter; fiiam 
winch he ^ecbvi»^ed, thougb ^ueh rt^t^ed by th^ 
ttotetice of the disorder. He ^nte tn^rhitog eoifi-*^ 
pldinedJ;d the surgeon of a p^m !ii bis left l^e; 
&nd he administered something to himi this ap^~ 
plication^' however, did not eicpel the f)aih a» 
^tridkiy as the man ^vished. This soMier, St murtf 
fie observed, is a native i he toM %he surgeon^ titoS 
iome timt ago, he was^^seiz^ with ^ similar pai>f^^ 

6 
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ftlid tkat he applied to^^F^lashi^mao m to.wn^wbe 
todLfrom th« part aimall fly ; which privation iiH 
rtantaneou^ly relteTed hioi. The^sui^geon pereiiv'^ 
ingf' there was inuc3i[o£ iiimginary ailment in thii 
oase, advised dare soldier to apply to the same man 
agaiD> and to send for him whqn the other wars 
al^out to perform his cure. * The doUier got well 
in a few days; but the surgeon's onriosiiy was 
tiot gratified/ ..- . 

It hcis been aVeady obsenred^ tbat the womxnt 
Sedulously persevere in the fre^ent tise b€ a)ce#<^ 
tain operation which excludies the Mi^esAty of 
laxatrre .medicines. In eobsequenceof'tba^ihtA 
lolenii^s are scarcely €^^ known among: thkJn; 
But thiff prttctice ha$ one bad teiideii^^ it itkobM 
the recdnn and spUncter so^v ik^d causes' (^rcftyiM 
bly)i constif^tiiHfe* It woidd f)e the hiigiA^xdl 
iiiide'ecQ|(^ i% tla^ couMty; 'for matf or/Wi<(ynHDi 
(tmt espb^all^ t W latifeF) t<y acentitom tbeim Aves 
tb etiiccadofif r in«(gdd J^ #6illd h& dc^idebed 
with abhorrence. ^ ' '•■ /^ ; :. : 
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1. LKPMost.-^lPhiH'Ts one of tfte MdM'i^dfld' 
All dis«^iSI«l1]^ li^Mvves -are &fflii^«<F^it)f, «ttd iif 
f^etiSlhf eomsndffe&A. • incufatMe ; ii^ §omci pl»c^ 
it id jiti^pdiied cotttagidtt^, 'iM 1<h6 u!>lbrt«ufM« 
B(tfik<^^e «iK:hid«d^finni soei%. I Kcive sfea 
8.*%dtf iUi #^ ^^tritfe' Vdry #dc& affict<N!is^iCii Hi 
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metacarpal bones of both hands were in m ninte 
of corrosion, and the joints in general appeared 
to be affected : yet in other refq[)ects, thi» poor 
woman seemed to enjoy good health ; she snfier- 
ed no pain ; her appetite was good ; and as she 
was obliged to provide for her own wants, Ae 
was very active : the only inconvenience she ap- 
peared to endnre, was from the flies, which were 
continually swarming about her. The effects of 
this disease are sometimes mild, and confined to 
the hands and feet, and, if early attended to, it 
may be cured. The natives use in such csMMf 
vesicating and excwiating subrtances, which, 
with the efifects of the disease, sddom fail to de- 
stroy the external skin, and perhaps the internal^ 
and leave an indelible white made which de- 
notes the kpra gagtarwn.. TUs species of le- 
prdiy, we believe, is not contagious, ta persons 
most closely connected with thrafflteted object, 
and dwelling in the same habitation, have been 
known to escape uninjured. 

3. Yaws. — ^This is an infectious, but not W 
common disease ; and is never radically cured :. 
it may for a time be restrained, but it soon makes 
its appearance again. — The yaws appear in white 
crusted spots on the skin, the face, the arm-pits, 
groins ; and sometimes spread and coalesce* 
8. EucPHANTiASia. — ^This is another bcura- 
e disease, and a most extraordinary one } ioit 
-^o commonly the seat of the disease* 
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And generally only one leg is affected, which then 
haft tbe appearance of a clamsy deformed log*; 
swelled to an enormous size, and does not yield 
to pressure* The other leg is commonly of the 
natural size and shape, which not only adds to 
the deformity of the affected one, but, if possiUoi 
gives it a more ugly appearance. 

4. SiCAiiii-Pox.— When this disease appears 
among the natives, it neret fails to cause great 
ravages. In some parts of the Coast, when it is 
discovered, they inoculate, partiadarly at Accra ; 
and the puncture is made oh the left wrist. Last 
year (1811), this disease broke out with great 
violence at Accra. The European residents ino* 
culated in the usual way, and with great success^ 
almost the whole of the natives who had not had 
the disease. I believe the natives in general ap* 
ply no remedy whatsoever to the small-pox : they 
remove those who are afflicted with it, to a remote 
place, where they are left to the care of Provi- 
dence. 

5. Guinea-worm. — This is confined to the 
natives of the. sea-coast : if it be known inland, 

it has been contracted on the coast,* where it is 

• • • • ' 

received in consequence (as is generally suppos- 
ed) of drinking pond ofpuddle water. There is, 
however, no disease peculiar to this country, that 
is more extraordinary, and admits of more spe- 
culative enquiry than the Guinea-worm. It is 
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c^pftUe of affording ^ ingenious aatciraJUiit f^ti 
na^icjil researclier,. pEiu^hr profitable anKOMtneiit ; 
it is Aot <;Qiifined ^ the aatives ; I hav^ knl^wQ 
iln^ee gentlemen in the Service^ B^ho ha?e l^ad 
fiqinea-wwrn in their legs. Mr. Jdtm^ 
Meyer, a clfirgy^M^ii, iq |^ Danish service, huA, 
in 1704, two worao^ eKjtr%Qt^4 £wi» his legu ; 099 
ff^f^^pisijfpd Ijyrteen, the,pt^ iiuM fejiet, I^suMsh 
jipie^mrp $ wWk if rp|^ pope than th# Eiigljdi 
foof . . JPi9t^ of ihpx$^ iw Wf pr^senr^ in. ^iiito» 
a|)d.JB9nt ^ Peni^firl^j wbe^e.^e^l^ 0i:^ted nwh 
fUripsity^ ajK^d were h(N[io]iured wi& a place in tba 

^(^al iil[i^eiw- Mr, Mpy^>is now diidiargisy 
hifj^jderipft} Aiuctionf ii| Nofway^ wbereii we pi«^ 
smpe, he }9 xmfopk^^^^y Ppinea-www; 19!^ 
though it^^^f however extraordinary it m^y a^ 
pe^iy ai^ ipst^oice is li^^wp ^ a person being 
ffflicted w^tlt Guifiea-wxyms aft^r leaving. 1^ 
country* Opfs of the three gentlemen befoM 
ld)pded V to, after ^ residence of about tweke 
months in England, had a Guinea-worm ta^§ 
oi^t of one :of his legs. It is. singular^ that .the 
legs should.be par^iieularly marked out, as the 
^^^ of tb^ puiae^-^^orm^ but they are found 
pccpjoDa^y in every part of the body^ 

Ji^ almost every part of the.sea-coasji;, the na« 
tivfis are constrained to use very impure water ; 
fmd ^ftej; th/e rains, every standing pool abounds 
with such numbers of animalcules, that the water 
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irom these pools uo longer ^sses^^ th^ i]fttut-ai 
qualities of tb^t fluid ; it is, a composition of ,y^^ 
ter and animal apd Yogetable sub$tanee9 in a Iw.-*. 
iog f^nd putrese#i^t ^tate. Water thwk attrongly 
impregnated with animalcule and veg^tdbhr 
matter, and received into the stomach, must 'pto^ 
dace some ill-effect. But whether ihe ^stric 
fluid is ftkYoiirable to tha existence of ssLc^ ani^ 
maleuleSy.is a questioci'\f» will leaye for otileni ior 
discuss. We may however take ootic^, tbot it is 
OMertaiaedy ^^ llie gaslric juioe doeir not act as 
» fennent,. it k a ^atOd antkeptic^ aad eitm 
laasteras Aesb already piitre^bd." j^jdiiltfttiag^ theism 
liial: it does jaot desteoy, Uit fayoiiirs lihe: genfima 
tion of thoseiamBBiatlooli^s, ihm^aiuich as to aUbir 
^m to icoiiQeet and form a worp!i, similar to iiui 
one in question ; Why does it not pass off hy^ 
&e intestines ? Ooxi i&e worqi possiUy w^rk its 
way through the cavity of the abdomen, and gi) 
Ip Ae legs, witfaoirt dapger, pain, and, to say the 
least of it, without great inconyenienee ta^liie 
shffer^p? Witil^out going farther, there aiie suffi- 
cient objections against Guinea- worms being prorf 
duced from impure water recc&i^ed iota the sto- 
mach : although ind^d that itas (lie 4fase^ aMiears 
^ery plausible fn^in ihe foilowing obs^valibnisr of 
Mr. Schioiiiafig. • . > ^ w 

^' I. From Accra 4iiw<n to the Rio:yol^,^>dli 
ciassesof people suffer cw^Uy from 4GU]inea- worm, 
ltfidar6%aqaently maimed mis^ably. 'o <! .> 
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^* A. From Accra to Rio Volta there is not one 
drop of good water to be had, but standing, or 
stagnated water, alias pit-water. 

^^ II. In Aquapim there are plenty of rivulets, 
wells, and springs ; all water is pure and good 
every where. 

'^ B. Guinda^wonn is never seen there, and 
hardly known by name, but by those who have 
▼isited the Sea-coast and have imbibed the Gui* 
neap-worm, with the bad water. 
V III. On the opposite shore of Rio Volta, the 
inhabitants as iar as Aflahu have no other kind 
of wattf but what they procure in the foUowing 
manner : ihey dig a hole on the sandy beai^ 
and dear and toleraUy good water issues from 
dito bottom of it, often not three yards from the 
ocean. 

*' C. All these people are never attacked by 
GuineaF-worm. 

. ** lY. At Aflahu die inhabitants, suffer diily 
irom GuineA-worm. 

<^ D. The inhabitants of this place use stand* 
ing water. 

<^ y. From Aflahu to Popo, Guinea*worm is 
cmnmoA from the same cause. 

^^ YI. At Popo you will again find filtered 
water, or water procured near the sea, as related 
idiova, and no Guinea-worm. 

^ YII. In the interior, you will never find the 
Gmnea-worm wh^re there is a flowing stieam. 
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ud wdils^ but where there are standings pools, 
that at least twice a year must stagfnate, Ihe Qui* 
nea-worm is sure to rage craelly.*' 
- Prom &e foregoing* observations, it is evident 
that the Guinea-^worm is the offspring of bad 
water; but in what way the worm is propagated, 
is worthy of enquiry. Persons conversant with 
Anatomy, will (perhaps) deny the probability of 
its being nurtured in the stomach or intestines, and 
afterwards appearing on the surface of the body: 
neither will they encourage an opinion, that the 
worm is received into the circulating fluid, and 
finds its way in tiiat manner to the lower extre-* 
mities. How then is it formed ? I answer, that 
it is not formed in the stomach, or intestines, but 
introdbces itself externally, lodges in the intersti- 
ces of the muscles, and there increases, insinuate* 
ing itself along the course of the muscles, until it 
becomes of such a length, as no longer to bear 
confinement, and at length forces its way through 
the skin. Those who go to the pools for water, 
receive the worm in this manner, it causes no un- 
easiness, no inflammation ; a circumstance rather 
strange, and^ which favours an opinion of its ova, 
vr animalcules, being received by absorption. 
Others receive the worm by infection, that is, by 
bringing any part of the body (which conunonly 
happens to be the legs) in contact with the part 
affect^. It was in Ihis way, that the three gen- 
tleman before mentioned became affected with 
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Gubea^wonn, or (to eflcplam it mem fiUmAfy hf 
sleepiog with th^r women, when iimw l^g» wMt 
diseased. Thus Ouinea^^inrm m^y be ooimiMitti* 
cated from one person to amrilief , 'witiaont tlie in- 
twfentiim of wattf i hut ^ben the ^vitonii mait 
have found ks way through the skin, and fontied 
a Mref otbi^rwise the ova, or animaleiilei^ of '4;ht 
wotm^ eannot possiUy be ahtorb^. - 

To the najked ey^e^ this worm appem fM.hrgi 
g^r than a large nrooHen ihr^ad^ mikfaepflatfamed^ 
and of a whitish appearaiM^e. Be<««itprotradea 
fbr0qghifae skin, it ouises rinudi pain, and anisi^ 
flammatory tumonr ia fimnedon ikie part througli 
Trfasch the worm viU appear. When it appean^ 
the natives get a 4ip of wood,.ivkicli Aey^mfpbf 
to the sore ; and when die wonn' eemes an ison* 
tadt with JEt, they twiat it care&ily, ^80 «s tb gisk 
the worm round it : after which, they leiit Jiaiig, 
and the lyetght of it is supposed io draw Ihk 
iViirm out faster than k spthetfwise wiouU oinie; 
fgxA m this state they aUow the wnrm to remain 
mAil ^ whole of it comes ont. If it happen to 
get divided, tk^ part remaining in the Qe^ m& 
joeoede, and perhaps will xiot appear for aama 
months. If the extracting di these worms Jba 
not carefully inanaged, they cause miidi pain aod 
hiflammataon^ and irery often pcodnoe had and 
dangerous sarea. 

6, MKLABBmi SefijOTcract^As tlbe Guinea*, 
itvmnxia supposed to be pnednced in conseipanoa 
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•f drjiidriiig^ impure water ; so this disorder if 
fopposed to be bfought on, byatn immoderi^ 
use of palm-wine. We have /called it enhryed 
$cr^wm ; bat the Faculty would perhaps term it 
mtcoede. The enlargement is so great in some 
persons, that they feel much inconv^ueace, aad 
eannot ^waik without difficulty. 

7. D¥SBNTEiiT«r<^This disease, so dangerous 
Md fatal in warm climates, is healed by the na. 
fives, with more success than might be imagined^ 
Their |>lan is to empty liie bowels by drastic pur* 
gatives; aiW which, they introduce astringent 
and stimulating dysters. They ke<^ tliensehres 
warm, and frequently embrocate the loins and 
belly with a composition of pepper ; they also 
make nse of suppositories. 

8. On9THAi/MiA. — This is not a common dis-. 
ease in tiie country j it is, however, at some seasons 
very troublesome ; and arises chiefly from aeci^ 
dental causes : ilt is also brought on by; excess. 
Tlie natives use topical remedies only : they draw 
Idood fiom die temples aind forehead, and dro|p 
Hme-juice into t|>e eye; This application is pro^ 
ductiTe of much pain; but js sctttained Fi4l 
amazing fortitude. 

9. Fevers. — These are most prevalent after 
the periodical rains ; wd if we except external 
applications, they are usually left to the iMne of 
nature. The natives ose frequent ebkttioiis with 
warm water; after which, the body is rabbetl 
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over with certain herbs. If die head and joints 
be affected, a composition of pepper, lime-jnice, 
&c»' is applied ; and when the person is free from 
fever, the bark of a certain tree*, to which they 
impute the virtue of a restorative, is used in the 
same manner. 

10. Rhsvmatish, and Intbbkai* In* 

vuLMMATiOK. ^The fiMiner is a common 

complaint, and is succ^sfidly healed by warm 
applications, and warm dodiing. During 
the rainy season, and after it, the latter prevail 
very much. Pleurisies, and diseased lungs, are 
likewise general complaints in that season. 

PoisaNS. — ^In concluding our description of 
the diseases among the natives, it becomes us to 
say something of the Poisons of the country.—* 
This is a subject that is treated by many in an 
absurd and extravagant manner ; and by others 
it is considered too insignificantly, and as unwor. 
thy of attention. That the natives are acquaint- 
ed with poisons, is weU known among us in this 
country; and that they employ them to theix 
purposes of revenge, can be pretty well attested: 
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* The tree from which this bark is taken, grows inland : 
the baik is rough, and of a brown colour ; the taste of it 
lesembles more, what is called Winter's Bark, than the 
Psruvian. 
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but in saying this much, let it not be thought, that 
the natives can cause their poisons to act in that 
slo Wy and I may add imperceptible manner, which 
is too credulously believed by many, and which 
merits reprobation. They are totally unacquaint- 
ed with mineral poisons ; but they have a suffi- 
cient knowledge of those of the vegetable kind ; 
and these are chiefly of the narcotic class. The 
ordeal of the country is a poison ; and, as has 
been already noticed in our description of Apol- 
lonia, page 63, it powerfully acts as such. 
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X HE Portuguese being the first who discovered 
the coast of Africa^ they built one fort on th^ 
island of Arguin, on the North coast ; another, 
called St. George del Mina, on the Grold-coast ; 
and a third at a place called Loanga St. Pauls, 
on the coast of Angola, to the southward of the 
Equinoctial line : by virtue of which possessions^ 
they not only claimed, and for many years ei\joy- 
ed, the right in and to all the said lands and 
countries, but likewise seized and confiscated the 
ships of all .other nations, as often as they found 
any of them trading on any part of the said 
coast. 

About the latter end of the reign of Edward 
the Sixth, some London merchants fitted out the 
first English ships that ever traded to Guinea ; 
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iUlS m thi i^ffSk of Queen; Maiy, and for the firt^ 
tbn or tm^cive ye^rs of Queen Dlizabeth^ sundry 
otlior private iships itere £ttad oi4 for the tome 
jMTts : btit the English n^ hdring as yet any 
fltftttements or plantations in tb^ West Indies^ 
inif conMqbentClyy, tto occasion for Negroes, such> 
9l|ip» traded only for gdld^elephants'-teethy. and 
Malagnetta pepper ; andi all sacb voyages were. 
Undertaken alid performed at the hazard of losings 
the ship^ and cargoes, if they fell into the hands 
0f the Pdrtbgilese, without the least gi*ound to 
. hipe for any redress or sati&&.cti<Mi . for the same.^ 
• Queen Elizabeth, in the 8Qdi year of her reign, 
being then at war with 3pdi]^ ^nd Portugal 
erteted a Company, for the better dis<iovenng» 
and caorrying on the gum-trade^ frdm« the north/ 
ernuiosi part of the river Senegal, and from and: 
within that river^ all aJong that^ coast, unto the: 
MUtharnmost part of the rivdr Gambia, and with-, 
ifi the same} and graated unto them the sote 
trade in, t^, and from the said rivers and coun- 
tries, for a certain t^rm of y^ar^ : with piTohibi^ 
tioii to all others her subject to trade to the samd 
phtCGBi^ on paia of forfeiture of shij^ and g^oods jt 
and'tUese were the first ikighsh merchants. wh# 
efflff tilBtd«d tb the coast of Afrloay by and und0r 
tiife ^udifldtjr and protection of the CSrowb .Oft 
QnabJiritbi»^:.'^ v/tr 

Ipi tber r«igM (^ Jibiefetthe Fins4 and his sUCC09^ 
sbr Ghc^des^ and^ during JImi timci of ^hft ]liliiii|>(h 
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tion, scfndry persons were encouraged by pablie 
authority, to trade to other parti of Africa, and 
to take such measures for the better carrying on 
and improving the same, as they should jodgs 
most proper. In pursuance whereof, they boik 
-one fort at Cormantine, on the GU>ld«coait, and 
another in the river Gambia, on the North coast: 
and these were the only places of consequence, 
which the English were in possession of at the 
Restoration. 

The States-general of the United Provinces 
observing, as we may imagine, the measures 
taken in England for the encouraging of a trade 
to Africa, did also, about the year 1621, erect 
and establish a company, which they called the 
West-India Company ; and, for their enconmge* 
ment, granted unto them all the lands and coun- 
tries which they could conquer or gain possession 
of in A^ea, from the Tropic of Cancer to the 
Ca{^ of Good Hope, and in America, from the 
southernmost part of Newfoundland to the 
Sfsreights of Magellan, and La Maire, on the 
East side ; and from those streights to the 
Streights of Anian, on the West side, with the 
whole trade, and 'right of trading into and from 
all such lands and countries ; and also with pnn 
tiibitioti to all others their subjects to trade to or 
frequent them, or any of them, under the sevteoesi 
pMalties. Whereupon the said Company appii* 
ed thentselves to the making of divers impoctanfe 
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conquests in Brazil and Africa ;' and such success 
attended their arms, especially in Africa^ that, in 
the year 1637, they tpok the strong fortress of St. 
George del Mina, on the Gold-coast ; and in a 
year or two moFe, all the other Portuguese forts 
and settlements, on the same coast : all which 
places were afterwards yielded to them by the 
treaty of truce and navigation, concluded (anno 
1641) between the Crown of Portugal and the 
States. 

Prom this time, and in virtue of these posses- 
bions, thus taken from and yielded by the Portu- 
guese, the Dutch West-India Company took upon 
themselves to claim the sole right in and to all 
the lands and countries in Africa, from Cape 
Palmas to Cape Lop^z, comprehending all the 
Gold-coast, — ^Whidah, and sundry other great 
and populous countries on each side of them. 
And, although the English had built a fort at 
Cormantine, and settled factories at other places 
on the Gold-coast, before the Dutch had made 
the said conquests j and had, therefore, as good 
a right and title as themselves to a free trade at all 
places on the same coast, not in their actual posses- 
sion or occupation : yet from this time forward, 
the Dutch West-India Company always kept one 
or two cruizers on the coast, whose chief business 
was to watch all such English ships as came to 
trade there, and to follow them from place to 
place ; and either to lie between them and the 
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shores, and intercept their trade wilii the natives^ 
or to frighten them off the coast and ruin their 
voyages, or to seize and carry them to St* 
George del Mina;' and this not only where 
such ships were found trading on the Gold-coast,; 
at places near any of the Dutch Company's 
forts and settlements, but also at places several 
hundreds of miles distant from them. 

King Charles the Second, soon after his resto- 
ration, being made acquainted with the preca* 
rious state to which the trade of his subjecti^ in 
those parts was reduced, and having likewise 
received many complaints touching the isAer* 
ruptions given to, and depredations conunitted 
upon, the ships of this nation^ by the Dutch 
West-India Company,, on the coast of Africa ; 
it became necessary to consid^ iiot only of a 
proper method for protecting and securing the 
trade for the future, but likewise in what man- 
ner reparation might be obtained for sach 
damages and depredations. 

For the first ; it being now evident that the 
single and separate endeavours of private £n« 
glish merchant:^ were by no means sufficient to 
contend with the united power and interest of 
the Dutch West-India Company in those partem 
of the world, and the English having found 
by former experience in the JSast Indies, what 
little stress was to be laid on any treaty that 
might be concluded between the two nation$( 
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in Europe, for the security of mdh ft dil^tstiit 
branch of our trade ; the only chance ^hicb hi$ 
Majesty had left for maintaining and defending^* 
the right of his subjects to a free and unmol^ted 
trade in Africa, Itgaiast the pretensions and en** 
croachments of such a rival, was to ineoi^rate ^ 
and unite i^ch of his own subjects as should 
be willing to engage in die said tpade, into 
one body ; and to grant unto them sueh {K>wers^ 
privileges, and encouragements, as ^e cireumi* 
^^nces of the trade at that time jreqaired : which 
was ac(V)rdingly done by fetters^patent under the 
great-seal of England, bearing date the lOth 
of January, 1 €62 ; and the said united body of 
English merchants was called The Company^ 
i)f Royal Adventurers of England, trading to 
Africa. As to the second ^ his Majesty was 
plea^d to cause a particular account of the 
damages complained of to be drawn up, and 
transmitted to his envoy at the Hague, with 
orders^ to demand and insist upon full repara-* 
tion for the same. But neitiber Ijie one nor th^e 
vother of these steps had the desired effect : for, 
in Holland, the States started so many diffi^ 
x^ulties, and made such delays, that no satis£atc-* 
tion could be obtained for any past injuries. 

Nothing is more evident than that the chief 
i^iew of the Dutch at this time, and for some 
jeans before, had been to exclude the English 
^entirely from the trade to Africa, and to enjgpro39 

S3 
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the same wholly "io themselves. And it is 
equally apparent, that the value which they then 
set upon this trade was such, that, rather than 
con^nt that the English should enjoy a share 
thereof peaceably and quietly, they made it their 
choice to stand all the hazards, and to bear all 
the inconvenience^ of a war with England. But, 
however, it so fell out, that the event did not 
answer their Expectations ; for, in spite of all the 
efforts of the Dutch, the •English Company 
kept their footing in Africa : and by the third 
article of the treaty of peace concluded at Breda, 
anno 1667, it was mutually agreed, that each 
party should keep and enjoy all such lands, 
inlands, towns, fortresses, places, and colonies, 
as during that war, or before, the one had by 
force of arms, or otherwise, taken from the other. 
And in virtue of this article, the Dutch West- 
India Company kept possession of the English 
fort at Cormantine, and the Royal African Com- 
pany kept possession of the castle at Cabo Corso, 
tvhich they had, by the assistance of Admiral • 
Holmes, re-taken from the Dutch before the war 
began, and to which they had an undoubted 
right. 

But the stipulations of this treaty, in favour 

of the English Company, were by no means 

^ suffijeient to enable them, to bear up against 

the many difficulties they had to struggle with. 

They had found it extremely difficult to per- 
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suade people to come in at first, and be con- 
cerned with them in so precarious a trade ; by 
which means, their stock was mnch too small 
for such an undertaking : they had been obliged 
to be at great charges in Africa, and they had 
met with many severe losses by captures and 
otherwise at sea, during the war, and, for want 
of sufiicient stock to begin with, they had con- 
tracted a large debt at home. And as under 
these circumstances, they were so far from being 
able to carry on and improve their trade, or to 
make any new acquisitions, that it was with the 
iitmost difficulty they could maintain those places 
which they had still in their possession : — ^For 
extricating themselves, therefore, out of these 
and the like difficulties, as well as for opening a 
way for others to undertake the carie, management^ 
and improvement of so valuable a trade vdth 
more success, they consented and agreed, in con* 
sideration of a certain sum of money, which was 
to be paid unto them by another Company then in-r 
tended to be established, to smrender their charter 
to the crown, and to assign and transfer all their 
estate, property, interests, and effects in Africa^ 
and elsewhere, unto the said new Company. 
His Majesty likewise approving of this, as the 
most proper expedient, as well for doing justice 
to the Company of Royal Adventurers, as for 
the better preserving and enlarging the trade 
to Affica, was thereupon pleased to accept of the 
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said sflrtender ; and by his lettera-patent Under 
the great-sea) of England^ bearing date tlie 27tb 
day of September^ 1672, to establish and incor-^ 
porate the late Royal African Company of 
Dng'landf and to grant unto tbeni, all the laildsy 
CQUutries, havens, roads, rivers, and other places^ 
in Africa, from the port of Sallee, in Soatb 
Barbary^ to the Cape of Good Hope, for the 
term of one thousand years ^ with the intire 
trade and traffie into and from the said conntrie^ 
and places, with prohibition to all others hi9 
subjects, to vi^t or frequent the same without 
the licence of the said Company : and also with 
such ether powers and privileges, as were then 
jitdged propet' and necessary, for enabHng them 
to undertake so hazardous and chargeable ai 
Vork. 

Hereupon the new Company provided proper^ 
l^oohs to take subscriptions in^. and kept them 
epen lor nearly twelve months, and invited alt 
His Majesty's subjects who pleased to become^ 
adventnu^s trith tbem^ and to snbwribe fo# 
Ivhat sums they thought fit, towards raising fi 
f^i^dent joint-stock for neteieving the said trade 
out of the precarious conation in' which it th^ 
WaS} and Ibv the better securi^ig and enlarging 
the si^ue for the ^tlire« Bui sq backi^ard and 
fWrM were m^chiints and othero, at this time^ 
tD^ke coaceiaied therein^ thatatt the sobscrip-* 
ti^oa they jGoulit gel A^^m* all purts of tile kmg^ 
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dom^ amounted only to the sum of £111 J 00. 
With this stock, however small it was, this 
Company applied themselves, with all possible 
vigour, to pursue th^ ends of their establish- 
ment *. 

At this time, the Dutch West-India Company 
were in possession of the strong fortress of St. 
George del lUi ina ; and of the English fort at 
Cormantine, called Fort Amsterdam : and they 
had likewise another, named Fort St. Anthony, 
at Axim ; another called Fort St Sebastian, on ^ 
the river Chamah ^ a fifth called Fort Nassau, 
at Mouree ; a siiLth called Cnevecoeur, at Accra ; 
and a seventh, named Fort Conraadsburg, at St. 
Jago, within gtm-^hot of St. George del Mina ; 
all on the Gold-coast, and lying very com- 
modiously to co-operate with and assist one 
another in case of need. The Danes were in 
possession of one small but impregnable f(»t 
(afterwards called Fort Koyal), on the top of a 
bill, within gun-shot of Cape Coast ; and of 
another at Accra, to the eastward of the Dutch 
fort at the i^me place. The Elector of Bran:- 
denburg had one good fort, at Cape Three-points, 



* The small stock the Compaoy had^ and their great 
^lesire to establish themselves as speedily as possible, in 
opposition to the Dntch interest in this country, sufficiently 
account for the hasty, and I may add, unskilful manner, 
iA which some of their forts were constructed* 
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and two smaller ones at some little distance fo 
the eastward of the same : and the new English 
Company were in possession of one small fort at 
Cabo Corso, that being the only fort on this 
coast, of which the Dutch had not dispossessed 
the former Company during the late war. 

The first thing, therefore, which this Com* 
pany found most necessary to be done, was to 
endeavour, by all lawful means, to streng^en 
themselves as much as possible on this coast, 
>a8 other nations, and especially the Dutch, had 
done before them : and for this purpose, they 
enlarg,ed Cape-Coast Castle ; they built one fort 
at Accra, another at Dixcove, a third at Win^ 
nebah, a fourth at Succondee, and a fifth at 
'Conmienda ; and rebuilt a sixth at Annamdboe; 
all on the Gold-coast, and three of them aboot 
musket-shot from Dutch forts : and they like- 
wise purchased Fredericksberg, or Fort Boyal, 
of the Danes j without which, Cape-Coai^ 
Castle could not be safe. They also built another 
fort at Whidah, for the security of the slave- 
trade at that ' place. And, although in thie 
prosecution of these works, the said Company 
met with all possible opposition from the Dutch 
West-India Company on the Gold-coast,' which 
often broke out into open hostilities, and many 
times ended not without bloodshed on both 
sides J and the Company were put to an incre- 
dible charge and expeuce in purchasing the 
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consent and assistance of the natives, for making 
such settlements, as well as for transporting, 
from time to time, the requisite supplies of 
soldiers, artificers, provisions, and all other ne- 
cessaries and materials from England for such 
buildings, (all which were rendered still more 
difficult, chargeable, and hazardous, by the long 
war which ensued with France) : yet, never- 
theless, the said Company never ceased their 
care and endeavours, until they had completed 
their undertakings, and thereby put the Enjj'lish 
interest on an equal footing with the Dutch. 

The losses and damages which the Company 
sustained during the war, were more and greater 
than can be easily imagined : , but the chief 
grievance was the loss of their fort on the 
river Gambia, (anno 1695,) which was taken, 
plundered, and destroyed, by a squadron of 
French men-of-war. And in addition to this 
misfortune, when the Company came to take 
possession thereof again after the peace, they 
found the French settled in the river, and claim^ 
ing an equal share of the trade. 

In 1697, the Parliament, having taken the 
trade of Africa into their consideration, thought 
^ fit, as a further means of enlarging and improv- 
ing the same, to lay the trade open to all His 
Majesty's subjects for thirteen years, and from 
thence to the end of the (then) next session of Par* 
liament : and, in regard the Royal African Com- 
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pany of EnglaBd had been at the charge of build- 
ing and maintaining a considerable number of 
forts *and castles on the said coast, which the Par- 
liament likewise judged necessary to be main- 
tained in future, for the preservation and better 
carrying <m the said trade; they were further 
pleased to impose a duty of 10 per cent, ad valo^ 
rem on all goods and merchandize exported to 
Africa during the said term; to be assured and 
paid to the said Company, for enabling them to 
maintain their said forts and castles. 

This act continued in for<% from the 24th of 
June, 1608, to the 24th of June, 1712 : in which 
time, the charges of the Company in maintain- 
ing their forts and cartles, amounted, at a medi- 
um, to about 20;000/. per afmum ; and, in four- 
teen years, to 280,000/. in the whole. The duty 
which the ^separate traders paid in the same time, 
awounted in the whole to 73,785/. 109. 6id* and 
no more ; and 10 per cent upon the Company's 
own exports for the same time, amounted to the 
sum of 36,387/. 13^. lid. Whence it appears, 
that, even while that act continued in force, the 
total of the 10 per cent, duty fell far short of half 
tibe charges and expences, which tbd Company 
were at in maintaining their forts. 

Since the ex{»ration of this act, in 1712, to 
this day, ^ others His Majesty's subjects ha^e 
traded as freely and openly to all parts of Africa 
as they did, or might have done, under the auAo- 
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Hty of said act. And the said Compstny did^ at 
their own cost and charge, defray the expences 
of maintaining the said forts and castles ; which^ 
at a very ilioderate computation, has been repre- 
sented by the late Royal African Company to 
amount to aboye 260,000/. By which means^ 
and' by the extravagant rise in the price of slaves 
at Annamaboe, and other places on the coasts 
and by the decay of gold-trade which ensued 
thereupon, the proprietors of the Company have 
been, for many years past, obliged either to raise 
sundry great sums of money for maintaining 
their forts and castles, without receiving any pro- 
fit ftom the trade in return for the same, or to 
fun the risk not only of losing all the money 
which they had from time to time raised and ex-^ 
Upended for supporting their own property, but of 
becoming accessaries to the entire loss of the 
trade to AfViea, and consequently by relinquirii* 
ing and abandoning their forts, to be seized and 
possessed by such foreign nations as were long 
watching for an opportunity to get (hem into 
their hands. 

This being' the case with regard to the Com- 
pany ; and it being the sense of the nation, that 
the trade to Africa should continue fyee and opeii 
to aD His Majesty^d t^bjects y the only thing that 
iremained to be considered was, whetha*) or no, 
forts and castles vpere necessary to be maintaiiied 
fenr the preservaiMn of the said trade to tins king* 
ikmif And if dtey weK Becessarf to be kept up 
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fbr that purpose; who, upon the footing 6f an 
open trade, ought, in justice *and reason, to bear 
the charges of them ? 

That it is absolutely necessary that forts and 
castles should be maintained in Africa, was urged 
from the following considerations. 

For a series of years it has been the constant 
policy of all such European nations, as have been 
fortunate enough to make any new discoveries, 
and to gain any established power and authority 
in remote and barbarous countries, to build and 
maintain forts, and, in virtue of such possessions, 
to claim a right to whole kingdoms, and to tracts 
of land of vast extent, and to exclude all other 
nations from trading in, to, or from them. . 

By this method, the Portuguese long enjoyed 
the whole trade to Africa, and to the East Indies. 

By similar measures, the Spaniards for many 
;^||pi's claimed and engrossed to themselves almost 
the whole continent of America, and most of the 
adjacent islands. 

By alike method, the Dutdi had rendered 
themselves absolute masters of all those islands in 
the East, whidi produce cinnamcnif cloves, nut- 
megs, and mace ; and from them supplied the 
whole world with those commodities, in such 
quantities, and at such prices, as they thought fit! 
besides which, this enterprizing people, for some 
time before and after the year 1660, attempted to 
gain the entire possession of the most valuable 
parts of the coast of Africa, and to exclude lih^ 



261 

Englbh from any share or interest therein; 
which, in 1664, produced a war between the two 
nations. 

It is apparent, that the safety and preservation 
of our trade to Africa, against the pretensions 
and encroachments of such nations as are strong- 
ly settled in those parts^ particularly the Dutch, 
depends absolutely upon our keeping the forts 
and castles on the coast in a defensible condition ;' 
and that it was but just and equitable, that the 
public should have supported those forts and set- 
tlements. 

While the Company enjoyed the entire trade 
to Africa, they purchased, built, and maintained 
their said forts and castles at their own sole 
charge; and thereby acquired an undoubted 
right and property in and to them. The ex- 
pences of maintaining them, from the year 1672 
to 1698, was not less (according to the Co^ 
pany's account) than 16,000/. per annum ; which, 
in twenty-six years, amounts to 390,000/. ; . the 
charges for the next fourteen years, viz. from 
1698 to 1712, at 20,000/. joer annum, deducting 
the amount of the duty- which the separate 
traders paid in the same time, came to about 
206,000/. ; and the charges which the Company 
were at, on the same account, for the succeeding 
seventeen years, reckoning but 15,000/. per an^ 
num, comes to 255,000/. Which three sumil 
make together the sum of 851,000 : and so ittuch, 
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at kast) the Company represented that they had 
expeiKled in keeping and maintaining their said 
forts and castles since the commencement of 
their charter ; and this^ exclusive of many other 
necessary articles of expenditure, which might 
be brought in, if they wished to i&well the ac* 
count. 

Now, ^though the Company did willingly and 
cheerfully bear the expence of the first period, 
because nothing had been done by public autho- 
rity in all that time to deprive them of any -of 
their privileges : although they continued to keep 
and support their said forts and castles for the 
next succeeding iburteen years, in hopes that th^ 
duty of 10 per cent, upon their own and the se- 
parate traders' exports to Africa would have iully 
defrayed that charge, as the Parliament uadoubt^ 
edly intended it should : and although the Com* 
pany, for the preservaticm of their own property, 
as well as for the protection of the trade, continu- 
ed to keep up and maintain their forts and castles 
for seventeen years after, at their own sole cost 
and charge, whereby they expended in the ser- 
vice of their country above 25D,O0OZ. : yet, while 
the trade to Africa reinained free and open to all 
others His Majesty^s subjects, there was no reason 
why the Company should be obliged to maintain 
the said forts and castles at their own jsole cost 
and chargia. 

Accordingly, in the year 1730, tbs Coaxg^) 
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petitioned Parliament; and they obtained lO^OOO/. 
to enable them to support their forts and settle- 
ments : which sum was annually paid to them^ 
excepting two or three years interruption, until 
the last change effected in the Mate of this Com- 
pany, by an act of parliament made in the year 
1751 ; intitled, " An Act for the application of 
a sum of money, therein mentioned, granted to 
His Majesty, for making compensation and satis- 
faction to the Royal African Company of Eng- 
land, for theit charter, lands, forts, castles, slaves, 
military stores, and all other their effects what- 
soever; and to vest the lands, forts, castles, 
slaves, and military stores, and all other their 
effects^ in the Company of Merchants trading to 
Africa : and for other purposes in the act men- 
tioned/' 

By this act, the said Company were divested 
of their charter, and after the 10th of April, 
1752, ceased to be a corporation ; and their forts, 
castles, and all other their possessions in Africa, 
are vested in the new Company of Merchants 
trading to Africa t and in consequence t>f the 
trade to Africa being, by virtue of the said act, 
and that also of the 23d of George the Second, 
made free and open to all His Majesty's subjects, 
the Parliament allow the said Company from 
10,000Z. to 15,000Z. per annum, for the support of 
the forts and castles for the public service* And 
lA consequence of the abolition of the Slave-* 
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trade, and a rise in the prices, of India ^oods, and 
other articles, with which the expences of the 
Company are defrayed in this country. Parlia- 
ment voted the sum of 23,000/. for the support 
of the British establishments on the Gold-cqast, 
and Whidah ; which sum was annually paid *. 



i * This increased grant was made from the representation 
of the Coinmittee^ to enable them to enlarge the salaries of 
their officers, who suffered a diminution of their advantages 
in consequence of the abolition of the principal trade of 
Jthe country. 

When the very limited means appropriated for the main- 
tenance of the forts and settlements on the Gold-coast of 
Africa are considered, it will father appear more wonderful 
how they can be kept up at all, than that they are not kept 
in a more respectable state of defence: the whole expendi* 
hire is not more than that of many a private gentleman's 
house in England. 
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